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THE LIFE OF 
DR. JONATHAN SWIFT. 


A Late writer justly observes, that “there has rare- 
« ly passed a life of which a judicious and faithful 
narrative would not be uscful: for, adds he, 
«© not only every man has, in the mighty mass of the 
«« world, great numbers in the same condition with 
himself, to whom lus mistakes and miscarriages, 
<< escapes and expedients, would be of immediate and 
apparent use ; but there is such an uniformity in 
the state of man, if it be considered apart from ad - 
„ ventitious and scparabledecorations and disguises, 
that there is scarce any pos: ihility of good or ill bu 
« is common to human-kind, A great part of tlic 
« time of those who are placed at the greatest dis- 
<« tance by fortune or by temper, must unavoidably 
« pass in the same manner; and thovgh, when the 
« claims of nature are satisficd, caprice, and vanity, 
and accident, begin to produce discriminations ns 
« peculiarities; yet the eye is not very hecdful oi 
quick which cannot discover the same causes cit 
% terminating their influence in the same ettects, 
„ though sometimes accelerated, sometimes retarded 
« or perplexed, by muluphcd combinations. We are 
all prompted by the same motives, ail deceived by 
« the same fallacics, all animated by hope, obstruct - 
« ed by danger, entangled by desire, and seduced by 
pleasure. 
* Rambler, Numb. 62. 
A 0% 
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If a faithful and judicious rarrative of an ordinary 
life would be so apparently useful, still greater utility 
may be expected to arise from that of the life of one 
who has made an illustrious figure on the stage of the 
world, andemployed his talents in theservice of man- 
Kind and his country. Dr. Swift was certainly a man 

of that distinguished character: he was eminent for 
his genius, his learning, his charities, and many vir- 
tues; and though he had faults, yet his faults were 
outnumbercd by his virtues; and as the failings of 
great men are to be carefully avoided, their virtues 
command respect, and are proper objects of imitation. 
An account, there fore, of the life and characler of the 
celebrated Dr. Swift cannot but be highly agrecable 
to the reader, and will, it is hoped, afford both de- 
light and instruction. 

Dr. Jcnathan Swift was descended from a younger 
branch of an ancient family of that name in York- 
shire; but the account of his family shall be as short 
as possible, since, as Lord Orrery obscrves, though 
his ancestors were persons of very decent and reputable 
characters, (and the elder branch of the family en- 
noblcd) he himself has been the herald to blazon the 
dignity of their coat. Eernam Swift, Esq. otherwise 
called Cavaliero Swift, a gentleman of great wit and 
humour, who in the reign of K. James I. possessed 
the patcrnal estate, was, on the 2oth March 1627, by 
King Charles I. created a pecr of Ircland, by the title 
of Lord Viscount Carlingturd, though it is said he 
uc ver went into that kingdom. He dicd without male 
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issue, and the family inheritance descended to his 
daughters, one of whom married Robert Fielding, 
commonly called Handsome Fielding, and the other 
the Ear! of Eglington. Fielding soon dissipated his 
w:iic's patrimony, and that of her sister being trans- 
ferred to the family of Lord Eglington, the prin- 
cipal estate of the Swifts was divided from the 
name for ever. 

One of the younger branches from the same stem 
was Sir Edward Switt, who distinguished himsclf 
by his attachment to the royal cause in the war be- 
tween King Charles I. and his Parliament, from 
whom there is no dcscendent of the name. 

Another of the younger branches was the Rev. 
Mr. Thomas Swift, Vicar of Goodrich, Heretord- 
shire, with which he also held another ccclesiastical 
living. 

His father, William Swift, Rector of St. An- 
drew 's in Canterbury, married the heiress of I hil- 
pot, who contrived to keep her estate, which was 
very considerable, in her own hands. She is said 
io have been extremely capricious and ill- natured, 
and to have disinherited her son Thomas, an only 
child, merely for robbing an orchard when he was 
a boy. But however this be, it is certain that, except 
a church or chapter lease which was not renewed, 
Thomas never possessed more than 100d. a- ycar. 
Tais little estate, which lay at Goodrich, in Here- 
ferushire, he mortgaged for three hundred broad 
pi-ces, and having quilted them into his waistcoat, 
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he set out for Ragland Castle, whithcr K. Charles I. 
had retired after the battle of Naseby, in 1645. The 
governor, who well knew him, asked what was his 
errand? I am come, said Swift, to give his 
„Majesty my coat; at the tame time pulling it 
off, and presenting it. The governor told him plca- 
santly, that his coat was worth little. Why then, 
said Swift, (take my waistcoat. This was soon 
found to be an useful by its weight; and 
it is remarked by Lord Clarendon, that the King 
received no supply more seasonable or 
than these three hundred broad pieces during the 
whole war, his distress being then very great, and 
his resources cut off. The zeal and activity of this 
N rr 
re army, 
was $equestered, and he was himself thrown into 
prison. His estate, however, was afterwards recover- 
ed, and part of it sold to pay the money due on the 
mortgage, and some other debts; the remainder, 
being about one half, descended to his heir, and is 
now possessed by his great grandson, Deane 
Swift, Esq. 

This Mr. Thomas Swift married Mrs. Elizabeth 
Dryden, of an ancient family in Huntingdonshire, 
sister to the father of the famous John Dryden the 
poet, by whom he had ten sons and four daughters. 
He died in 2658; and of his sons six survived him, 
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Godwin, Thomas, Dryden, William, Jonathan, 
and Adam. 

Thomas was bred at Oxford, and took orders: 
he married the cidest daugiuter of Sir William D A- 
venant, but dying young, he left oniy one son, 
whosc name also was Ihomas, and who died in 
May 1752, in the 87th year of his age, Rector of 
Puttenham in Surrey, a bencſice which he had pos- 
sc5scd sixty years. Godwin was a barrister of Gray's 
Inn; and William, Dryden, Jonathan, and Adam, 
were attorneys. 

Godwin having married a relation of the old Mar- 
chioness of Ormond, the old Duke of Ormond made 
him his Attorney- general in the palatinate of Tippe- 
rary in Ireland. Ireland was at this time almost with - 
out lawyers, the rebeliion having made almost cvery 
man, of whatever condition, a soldier. Godwin 
thercfore determined to attempt the acquisition of a 
fortune in that kingdom, and the same motives in- 
duced his four brothers to go with him. Godwin 
soon became wealthy, and the rest obtained some- 
thing more than a genteel competence, though Dry- 
den and Jonathan, who died soon after their arrival, 
had little to bequeath. 

Jonathan, at the age of about three-and-twenty, 
and before he went to Ireland, married Mrs. Abi- 
gail Erick of Liecestershire. The family of this 
lady was descended from Erick the Forester, who 
raise an army to oppose William the Conqueror, 
by whom he was vanquished, and afterwards made 
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commander of his forces. But whatever was the 
honour of her lincage, her fortune was small; and 
about two years after her marriage she was left a 
widow with one child, (a daughter) and pregnant 
with another, having no means of subsistence but 
an annuity of 20. which her husband had pur- 
chased for her in England immediately after his 


1 

In this distress she was taken, with her daugh- 
ter, into the family of Godwin, her husband's eldest 
brother, and, on the zoth of November 1667, about 
seven months after her husband's death, she was, in 
Hoey's Alley, in the parish of St. Werburgh, Dub- 
lin, delivered of a son, whom she called Jonathan, 
in remembrance of his father, and who was after- 
wards the celebrated Dean of St. Patrick's. 

Of all the brothers of Mrs. Swift's husband, 
Thomas excepted, Godwin only had sons ; and by 
these sons she was subsisted in her old age, as she 
with such liberality, that she declared herself not 
only happy but rich. 

It happened, by whatever accident, that Jonathan 
was not suckled by his mother, but by a nurse who 


was a native of Whitehaven ; and when he was about 


a year old, her affeftion for him was become 80 
strong, that finding it necessary to visit a relation 
who was dangerously sick, and from whom she ex- 
pected a legacy, she found means to convey the 
child on ship-board, without the knowledge of his 
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mother or lis uncle, and carried him with her to 
Whitchaven, At this place he continued near 


three vs; for when the matter was discovered, 
his mother sent orders not to hazard a second voy- 


age till he should be better able to bear it. The 
nurse, however, gave other testimonics of her af - 
ſection to Jonathan; tor during his stay at White- 
haven she had taught him to spell, and when he was 
tive years old he was able to read any chapter in the 
Bible. 

Mrs. Swift, about two ycars after her husband's 
death, quitted the family of Mr. Godwin Swift in 
Ircland, and retired to Leicester, the place of her 
nativity; but her son was again carried to Ireland 
by his nurse, and replaced under the protection of 
his uncle Godwin. 

It has been generally believed that Swift was born 
in England, a mistake to which many incidents be- 
sides this have contributed, He had been frequently 
heard to say, when the people of Ireland displezsed 
him, I am not of this vile country; I am an Eng- 
% kshman;” and would insist that he was stolen 
from England when a child, and brought over to 
Ircland in a band-box. Mr. Pope also, in one of 
his letters to him, mentions England :5 lus native 
country. But whatever the motive were hat pre- 
vailed On Dr. Swift to speak in ts Nun tner, tlicy 
were not borrowed from any sort of conf ο⁰ꝙ 
he had secretly entertaine agnes ic, wont} 
ciered merely as al nation, but rin PT... „„on 
cv eral other sources, which wil! apes. . 
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This account of his birth is taken from that which 
he left behind him in his own hand-writing, and, 
while he lived, he was so far from seriously denying 
or concealing his bcing a native of Ireland, that he 
often mentioned, and even pointed out, the house in 
which he was born. 

He has also been thought by some to have been 
a natural son of Sir William Temple, a mistake 
which was probably founded upon another; for till 
the publication of his letter to Lord Visc. Palmer- 
Ston, among his Posthumous Works, he was 
thought to hace received such favours from Sir 
William as he could not be supposed to bestow upon 
a person to whom he was not related, and but dis- 
tantly related to his wife. However, such a relation 
between Sir William and the Dean appears beyond 
contradiction to have been impossible; for Sir Wil- 
lam Temple was resident abroad in a public cha- 
rater from the year 166 5 to 1670, first at Brussels, 
and afterwards at the Hague, as may be proved by 
his letters to the Earl of Arlington, and the rest of 
the ministry; so that Dr. Swift's mother, who 
never crossed the sea, except from England to Ire- 
land, was out of all possibility of a personal cor- 
respondence with Sir William Temple till some 
years after her son's birth, who, as before observed, 
was born in 1667. 

At about the age of six years, 1673, he was sent 
to the school of Kilkenny; and having continued 
there eight years, he was, at the age of fourteen, 
1681, admitted into the university of Dublin, and 
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became a student in Trinity College. There he 
lived in perfect regularity, and obeyed the siatutes 
with the utmost exactness; but the moroseness of 
his temper often rendered him very unacceptable to 
* his companions, so tha: he was little regarded, and 
} less beloved; and he was so much depressed by the 
disadvantages of his situation, deriving his present 
subsistence merely trum the precarious bounty of an 
uncle, and having no other object of hope but the con- 
; tinuance of it, that he could not resist the 
to neglett many neci s5a1y objects of academic study, 
to which he was not Ly natu much inclined, and 
apply himsc if wholly to books of history and poetry, 
by which he could, without intellectual labour, fill 
his mind with pleasing images, and for a while 
suspend the sense of his condition. The sacrifice 
of the future to the present, whether it be a folly or 
* fault, is seldom unpunished, and Swift soon 
found himself in the situation of a man who had 
. burned his bed to warm his hands; for at the end 
of four years, in the year 2685, he was refused his 
, degree of Bachelor of Arts for insufficiency, and 
was at last admitted speciali gratia, which is there 
considered as the highest degree of reproach and 
..dishonour. It is, says Lord Orrery, a Kind of dis- 
donourable degree; and the record of it, notwith- 
standing Dr. Swift's present established character 
throughout the learned world, must for ever remain 
against him in the academical register at Dublin. 
But upon „ 
Volume I. 
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fectual: he dreaded the repetition of such a disgrace 
as the last evil that could befal him, and therefore 
immediatcly sct about to prevent it as the principal 
business ot his life. During seven yeurs trom that 
time he studied eight hours a-day; and by such an 
effort of such a mind, so jong continued, great 
knowledge must necessarily have been acquired. 
He commenced these studies at the university in 
Dublin, where he continucd them three years, till 
1688; and during this time he also drew the first 
sketch of his Talc of a Tub. 

In 1686, when he was about twenty-one, and 
had been seven years at the College, his uncle God- 
win was seized with a lethargy, and soon after to- 
tally deprived both of his sperch and his memory. 
As by this accident Swift was left without 
he took a journey to Leicester, that he might con- 
sult with his mother what course of life to pursue. 
At this time Sir William Temple was in high re- 
putation, and honoured with the confidence and fa- 
miliarity of King William. His father, Sir John 
Temple, had been Master of the Rolls in Ireland, 
Swift, which continued till his death; and Sir Wil- 
lam, who inherited his title and estate, had mar- 
ried a lady to whom Mrs. Swift was related. She 
therefore advised her son to communicate his situa- 
tion to Sir William, and solicit his direction what 
a resolution that Swift had secretly taken before he 
left Ireland, he immediately resolved to pursue. 


—— 
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Sir William received him, in 1690, with gre2t 
kindness, and Swift s fr: git continued two years, 
Sir William had bean aba sado aud mediator of 
a general peace at Nimeguen betorc the Revo ution, 
In this character he became known to the Prince ot 
Orange, who afterwards, when King, frequently 
visited him at Shern, and took his advice in affairs 
of the utmost importance. Sir William being then 
lame with the gout, Swift uscd to attend his Ma- 
jesty in his walks about the garden, who admitted 
him to such familiarity, that he shewed him how 
to cut asparagus after the Dutch manner, and once 
offered to make him a captain of horsc. Swift ap- 
pears to have fixed his mind very carly upon an ec- 
clesiastical liſe; and it is therefore probable that, 
upon declining this ofer, he obtained a promise of 
preferment in the church ; for in a letter to his uncle 
William Swift, dated in 1692, he says, „ 1 am 
not to take orders till the King gives me a pre- 
60 bend. 

Sir William becoming still more infirm, and 
wishing to retire farther fronf London, Lought an 
estate at Farnham in Surrey, cali:4 NMoorpark, 
whither he was accompanied by Swrict. About this 
time a bill was brought into the House for triennial 
parliaments, against which the King, who was a 
stranger to the English constitution, was ver ©7crsc, 
by the advice of some weak people, who rn 
the Earl of Portland that Charles I. lost his cron 
and life by consenting to such a bill. Upon this oc- 

B ij 
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casion the Earl was by the King dispatched to 
Moorpark for Sir William's advice, who said much 
to shew him rhe mistake, but without effect; and 
therefore he soon afterwards dispatched Swift to 
Kensington with the whole account in writing, to 
convince the King and the Earl how ;I] they were 
informed, Swift, though he wis then very young, 
was yct well acquainted with the English history, 
and gave the King a compendious account of the 
matter, which he amplifica to the Earl. But the 
measure was at last re ected ; and thus ended Swift's 
first embassy to court, so much to his dissatisfac- 
tion, that he then declared it was tac first incident 
that helped to cure him of vanity. Soon after this 
transaction he was scized with the return of a dis- 
order which he had contracted ia Ircland by cating 
a great quantity of fruit, and upon this occasion re- 
turned thither by the advice of his physicians, who 
hoped that his native air would contribute 10 the 
recovery of his health. But from this journey he 
received no benefit; and therefore in a short time 
returned to Sir William, being ever afterwards sub- 
ject to that giddiness, which gradually increased, 
though with irregular intermissions, till it termi- 
nated in total debility of body and mind. 

But he was still indefatigable in his studies; and 
to prevent the loss of health in the acquisition of 
knowledge by the want of bodily exercise, it was 
his constant practice to run up an hill that was near 
the house, and back again, every two hours. The 
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distance backwards and forwards was about tit a 
mile, and he used to run it in about six minutes. 
By what books his studics were principally directed 
cannot certainly be knev:n; but several copious 
extracts from Cyprian, Ircnæus, Sleidan's Com- 
mentarics, and Padre Paclo's History ct the Coun- 
cil of Trent, were found among his papers, which 
appcur, by memorandums in his own hand-wriung, 
to have been made while he lived with Sir William 
Temple. | 

About a yeor 2f.er his return from Ireland he 
thought it expetlient to take his degree of Mater 
of Arts at Oz1ord. With this view he 2ppcars 10 
have written to tis uncle William Swift, to pro- 
cure and send hen tho !eretzrrommn of I's Bachelor's 
degree, With this tc:!72moninm, which is dated 
May 3, 2692, he went to Oxford, where, having 
received. many civ ilities, he was admitted ad exndem 
June 14th, and took his Master's degree July sch 
following. 

It has been said that the civilities which he re- 
ceived at Oxford proceeded from a misunderstand- 
ing of the phrase Seciali gratia, which was there 
zupposed to be a compliment paid to uncommon 
merit: but these words are not to be found in that 
copy of the testimonium which is entered in the 
Congregation-book at Oxford, and not to have in- 
srted them there, when they were thought a com- 
pliment, would have been an affront : it is there- 
fore probable that, by the influence of Swift's 
uncle, they were omittcd in the copy which he pro- 
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cured and sent; especially as some such favour 
seems to be intimated in Swift's letter to him, after 
he had received it: I am still, says he, 4 to 
« thank you for your care in my testimonium ; 
« and it was to a very good purpose, for I was 
«« never more satisfied than in the behaviour of the 
University. The civilitics which he received at 
Oxford might indeed procced from his known con- 
nexion with Sir William Temple; but he might 
reasonably impute them also to the suppression of 
a reproach against which there was good reason to 
fear this connection would not have supported him; 
nor is it strange that Swift, after his reputation 
was established, should, while he was sporting with 
this incident in the gaiety of his heart, pretend a 
mistake which never happened, or that which he 
meant as a jest upon the University should be se- 
remembered as an event of his life. 

It has also been said, that upon his disgrace at 
Dublin he resolved to pursue his studies at Oxford, 
where he almost constantly resided during three 


for Gree 200 nat quite two months berwers the 
date of his testimonium and his taking his Master's 
degree. Besides, in the letter to his uncle, just 
mentioned, he says, I am ashamed to be more 
« obliged, in a few weeks, to strangers, than in 
„seven years to Dublin College.” 

From Oxford he returned again to Moorpark, 
3 
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where he usststed Sir Wiliiam Tampic to ice his 
works, corrected and unproved las Tale of a Tub, 
and added the digressions. Frum the conversation 
of Sir William, who was minutely acquainted with 
all thc intricacics of party, and the secrets of state, 
during the reygns of K. Charles II. and K. James 
II. Swit greatly increased his political knowledge: 
but having long suspected Sir William of negled- 
ing to provide tor him, merely that he might keep 
him in his family, he at length rcocnid nt: so Warm- 
ly, that, in 2694, a quarrel ensucd, and they 
parted. 


It is probable that Swift did not leave Sir Wil- 
liam for such a reason without schee expostula- 
tion, not only because Swift was no respecter of 
persons, but because it appears that Sir William, 
though he was extremely angry, admitted his claim 
to some provision, by offering to make him his 
Deputy as Master of the Rolis in Ireland. This 
offer, however, Swift did not accept; but replicd, 
that since he had now an opportunity of living 
without being driven into the church for support, 
a scruple which had hitherto Kept him out of it, 
he was determined to go into Ireland and take or- 
ders. 

Swift, during his residence with Sir William, 
had never failed to visit his mother at Leicester once 
a-year, and his manner of travelling was very cx- 
traordinary ; he always went on foot, except the 
weather was very bad, and then he would came 
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times take shelter in a wagzon. He chose to dine 
at obscure ale-houses among pedlars and hostlers, 
and to he where he saw written over the door, 
Lodgings {or a penny; but he used to bribe the 
maid wii; tester for a single bed and clean sheets. 
He delighted, says Lord Orrery, in scenes of low 
life. The vulgar dialect was not only a fund of 
humour for hun, but Z verij7 believe was accept- 
able to his nature: Gtlicrwise I know not how to 
account for the many filthy ideas and iadecent ex- 
pres5ions (I mean indecent in point of elcanliness 
and delicacy) that will be found tlzoughout h's 
Works. 

In this manner he went down to his mother 
upon his leaving Sir William, and from Leicester 
he wrote a letter, dated June 2694, to his cousin 
Deanc Swift, then at Lisbon, in which he relates 
his quarrel with Sir Wilnam, and deciares his pur- 
pose to take orders in the September following, 
wishing he could procure for him the chaplainship 
of the Factory. 

What was the efc& of this letter is not known, 
but Switt soon after obtained 2 recommendation 
(supposed to be from dir William Temple) to Lord 


C:pc!, then Lord Deputy of Treland, who gave him 


the prebend of Kiiroct, in tue Diocese of Connor, 
a northern district, worth about a 100. a- year. 
But Sir Wilnam, who had been used to the con- 
versation of Swiit, soon found that he could not be 


content to live without him; he therefore urged him 


92 — 


tr E OF DR. JON. SWIFT. XXi 
to resign his prebend in favour of a friend, and 
promiscd o obtain prefcrment for him in England 
if he would return. Swift consented; and Sir 
William was so much pleased with this act of 
kindness, thut during the remainder of his life, 
which was about four years, his behaviour was such 
as profjuced the utmost harmony between them. 
Swift, as a testimony of his friendship and esteem, 
wrote the Battle of the Books, of which Sir Wil- 
liam is the hero; and Su William, when he died 
left him a pecuniary legacy, (supposed to have been 
about 500 J.) and his Posthumous Works. 

What other favours he received from Sir William 
cannot certainly be known. Swift acknowledged 
none but his ineffectual recommendation to K. Wil- 
liam ; and he is known to have received frequent re- 
mittances from his uncle William and his uncle 
Willoughby Swift, so that Sir William does not 
seem to have treated him with liberality, for which 
it is difficult to account. 

Upon the death of Sir William Temple, Swift 
applied by pctition to K. William for the first vacant 


prebend of Canterbury or Westminster, for which 


the royal promise had been obtained by his late pa- 
tron, whose Posthumous Works he dedicated to his 
Majesty, to facilitate the success of this 1oN ; 
but it does not appear that after the death of Sir 
William, the King took the least notice of Mr. Swift: 
his petition and dedication were equally neglected ; 
and after a fruitless attendance at court, which pro- 
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bably increased thc austerity of his temper, he ac- 
cepted an invitation ot the Earl of Berkeley, who 
lad been appointed one of the Lord Justices ci Ire- 
land, tv wntimnd mim as chaplain and private sccre- 
tary, It ght reasonably have becn hoped, that 
althov-h ic nad Heen disappointed ct tae preferment 
for which he solicited, yet the employment to which 
he was invited would have been secure; but it hap- 
pened, that after he had ated as sceretary during 
the whole journey to Dublin, one Bush found mcans 
to insinuaic to Lord Bexkeley that the post of secre- 
tary was not fit for a clergyman; and his Lordship 
suffered himself to be so easily convinced of this 
i iety, that, after making some apology to 
Mr. Swift, he appointed Bush sccrctary in his stead. 

This disappointment was soon after followed by 
another. It happened that the Deanery of Derry 
became vacant, and it was the Earl of Berkeley's 
turn io disnose of it; yet whatever atonement was 
due to Swift for his Lordship's late breach of cn- 
gagement, the sccretary having reccived a bribe, the 
Deanery was given to another, upon pretence that 
Swift, who was then more than tiurty vears old, 
was too young; and he received, instcad of it, the 
two livings of Laracor and Rathbeggin, in the Dio- 
cese of Meath, wich together did not amount to 
half the value of the Deanery. The first of these 
re Stories was worth about 200 J. and the latter about 
Gol. a- year; and they were the only church- pre- 
ferments that Dr. Swift enjoyed till he was appoint- 
ed Dean of St. Patrick's, in 1713. 
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Whilst Swift was chaplain to Lord Berkeley, his 
only sister, who was of the middle size, finely shap- 
ed, rather beyond what is called the a grecable through- 
out her whole person, was polite aid well bred, with 
at lcast a good share of understanding, and at that 
time worth 300. by the con ent and approbation of 
her uncles and relations, accepted a proposal of mar- 
riage from a tradesman, whose fortune, character, 
and situation, were estcemed, by all her friends, 
suitable for her in every respect: he was reputed to 
be wor: five thousand pounds, Having commu- 
nicated chis proposal to her brother, and finding 
him utterly averse from entertaining the most dis- 
tant thoughts of it, she began to remonstrate to 
him in the v-ay of reason, (for the match was by no 
means very desirable in her own breast) that she 
could not support herself on her 3ool. : on which 
her brother assured her that he would never see her 
want the necessaries or the conveniencies of life; 
and, as a further proof, to convince her that his re- 
gards were truly affectionate and sincere, he pro- 
mĩsed to settle upon her coc J. being all hc was then 
possessed of in the world, the very hour he should 
get some benefice in the church, which he daily ex- 
pected, provided she would reject this overture of 
marriage with a proper disdain. But the match 
having taken place notwithstanding her brother's 
remonstrances, it was entirely disagreeable to him; 
it seemed to interrupt those ambitious views which 
he had long since formed : he grew outrageous at 
the thoughts of being brother-in-law to a tradesman : 
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he utterly refused all reconciliation with his sister, 
nor ever would listen to the entreaitics of his mother, 
who came over to Ireland, uader almost a certainty 
of pacifying his anger, having, in all other re5pe&ts, 
ever found him a dutiful and obedient son: but his 
pride was not to be conquered; and Mrs. Switt, 
finding her son inflexible, hastcncd back to Luiccs- 
ter, where she continued till her death. However, 
his sister's marriage proved in tie end very untor- 
tunatc. The husband was an old, tyranucal, vi- 
cious rake; and with regard to his 50007. he was 
scarce worth halt so much on the day he wiz mar- 
ned. After he had two or three cluidren be broke 
and died, leaving his family in very deplorabic cu - 
cumstances, Mir. Swift upon this event acquainted 
his sister by message, (for he would never be so 
far reconcilcd as to see her tace) that he would al- 
low her 201. a- year during her life, proviicd she 
would live in England, but nut otherwisy. She ac- 
curdingly u ent to England, wire she not uutly re- 
ccived he: annuity till her death. 

In 1699 Swift had like 1 rn nt the Cast! 
of Dublin, and Lord Be kucr i det it: for 
the Doc.. V hose bedctamier vw cl i OO to 
his Execilency's, having ek e er hes 
book White he wis reaiig n bre dropt asle-p 
withou xing dichieg als can de Wich happening 8 
1% loben ms Quilt, set ic AE de, and burnt its 
Issue cee el e ta ldelothes, until it 
rec u . 1 ne den, raus iy the pain, leapt 
our et v. 5 vad ext nguished tic up aich by this 
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time had burnt part of the curtains. He took care 
to have the damages repaired; and by throwing a- 
way sone guineas in hush-money, the accident was 
never made known in the Castle. 

As Swift had refused a commission under King 
William, and a secular employment under Sir Wil- 
lian Temple, it appears that his attachinent to a re- 
ligious life, however early, and however strong, was 
not the effect of temporary views, but of zcal tor the 
success of the great work in which he was about to 

and a consciousncss of his own alviity to ac- 
quit himsclf with advantage. That reli gibus purposes 
were at this time predominant in his miad he used 
frequently to declare; he hoped, he said, that by di- 
ligent and constant appiicauon he should so far ex- 
cel, that the scxton might sometimes be asked, on a 
Sunday morning, Pray, dues the Doctor preach to- 
* day? And when, after hawing taking possession 
of his livings, he went io reside at Laracor, he gave 
public notice chat he would read prayers on every 
Wednesday and Friday, a labour which he would 
not have brought upon himself it he had been prin- 
cipaily concerned about the value of his dues, which 
had been long before customarily paid for much less 
SCrvict, 

The duties of the church, which he thus rendered 
more frequent, he performed with the utmost punc- 
tuality and the most rational devotion. Ile was in- 
deed devout not only in his public and soiemn ad- 
dresscs to God, but in that trancient act of adoration 

b$ olume 1, C 
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which is called Saying grace, and which generally 
consists only in a mutter and a bow, in which the 
speaker appcars to compliment the company, and the 
company «coach other, Swift always used the fewest 
words that could be uttered on the occasion, but he 
pronounced them with an emphasis and fervcurwhich 
every one around him saw and teit, and with his 
hands clasped in cach other, and hitted to his breast: 
and it is hoped that those vo can no otherwise emu- 
late the character of Swift, will attempt it in this act 
of religious decorum, and no longer affect either to 
be wits or fine gentlemen, by a conduct directly con- 
trary to so great an example. 

But Switt, with all this picty in his heart, could 
not resist the temptation to indulge the peculiarity 
of his humour when an opportunity offered, wiat- 
ever might be the impropriety of time and place. 

On the first Wednesday after he had summoned 
his congregation at Laracor he ascended his desk, 
and having sat some time with no other auditor than 
his cietk Roger, he rese up, and, with a composure 
and gravity that upon this occasion was irresistibly 
ridiculous, he began, ** Dearly beloved Roger! the 
« Scripture moveth you and me in sundry places; 
and so proceeded to the end of the service. 

During Swift's residence at Laracor he invited to 
Ireland a lady whom he has celebrated by the name 
of Stella, With this lady he became acquainted 
while he lived with Sir William Temple: she was 
the daughter of his steward, whose name was John- 
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son; and Sir William, chen he died, left her 00014. 
in consideration ol her iather's taitht ul vv vices, At 
the death of Sir William, inch kuyppened in Janu- 
ary 1698-9, she was ia tlie Sixteenth year of her 
agez and it was about two years afterwards that, 
at Swil\'s invitation, she left Euglaud, accompant- 
ed by her friend Mrs. Div iy, 4 indy who was fit- 
teen years older, and whovsc + Now $4;TUNc, though 
she was related to Sir VV lien, was no more than an 
annuity of 274, Whit owil, at this time, desired 
the compauy of Stella ns 2 w.t wr a friend is not cer- 
tain; but the reason wh t sue and her companion 
then gave jor their ig ng and was, that in Ire- 
land the interest of money Was uigu, and piovisions 
were cheap. It app-ars, however, thut other reasons 
were suspected in the act; vm od of Mocrpark; 
for Mr. Thomas $ «iit, the Rector of Putienham, in 
a letter dated Feb. 5. 1706, inquires © whether Jona- 
ce than was married, or ver lie had been able to re- 
« sist the charms of boch those gentlewotnen who 
„ marched from Moorpark to Dublin with resolu- 
« tion to engage him? It appears, to, taut Swift, 
if he did not address her himselt, yet contrived to 
break off a treaty of marriage with another, 
by persuading her to insist upon terms with 
which the gentleman could not comply. But 
whatever was Switt's attachment to Mrs. John- 
SON, Every possible precaution was taken to pre- 
vent scandal. They never lived in the same house. 
When Swift was absent from Laracor, Mrs. 
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Johnson and her friend resided at the Parsonage ; 
when he returned, they removed either to the house 
of Dr. Raymond, Vicar of Trim, a gentleman of 
great hospitality, and Swift's intimate friend, or to 
a lodging provided for them in the neighbourhood : 
neither were they ever known to meet but in the pre- 
sence of a third person. Swift made frequent excur- 
sions to Dublin, and some to London ; but Mrs. 
Johnson was buried in solitude and obscurity , she 
was known only to a few of Swift's most intimate 
acquaintance, and had no female companion except 
her friend Mrs. Dingley, who was by all accounts 
a very insipid companion. 

In 2701 Swift took his Doctor's degree, and in 
2702, soon after the death of King William, he went 
to England for the first time after his settlement at 
Laracor; a journey which he frequently repeated du- 
ring the reign of Queen Anne. Mrs. Johnson was 
once also in England in 1705, but returned in a few =» 
months, and never afterwards crossed the Channel. 

He soon became eminent as a writer, and that 
character at least was known to the great men in 
both the factions, which were distinguished by the 
names of Whig and Tory. He had been educated 
among the Whigs, but he at length attached him- 
self to the Torics, because, as he said, the Whigs 
had renounced their principles, and received others 
which their forefathers held in utter abhorrence. 
He did not, however, write any political pamphlet 
from the year 2701 to the year 1708. 
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But though, by his frequent excursions to Eng- 
land, and a long absence from his curcs, he appcars 
to have delayed the execution of his purpose to c- 
cel as a preacher, yet he us to declare tlia: he did 
nut renounce it till his acquainiance with taricy ; 
nor did he ever mention hs sus, quent attachment to 
politics without indubitabic sigus ot pculicuce and 
regret. 

It is prohable that he hoped to exert himselſ more 
ceftectuwly in tut church by acquiring some other 
pretermeiit, and nat, wich this wow, he was solici- 
tous to h- car the cut z lor before his acquaint- 
ance with Lord Oxford a bishopric was intended 
tor him by the Queen but Abp. Sharpe, and a cer- 
tun cat lady, having misrepresented his principles 
and Caaracter, her Majesty gave it to another, Of 
Nis iury, nonc vet, te Archishop was afterwards 
tuy sensiole, expiuaed great sorrow for ity and 
desired lis lorziven 588. 

Alter thts dis: WP: nundment ic was not long before 
= SCORE ena betore im; for in 1710, ing 
ten in Ex gun, he was notre by lus Grace 
he Lord runde of lend, to solici: thy Queen to 
xtr te the Ciergy of irgend from paying the 
twentlaan ports and urs- nus; aid upon this oc- 
caslon 1:5 acqu UAC Wu Harley cummenced, 

As on as he had reccinud the Bizno)'s letter, 
ins: utons, and authority, he rusolved to apply to 
Mc. Hailey, not only because he was a principal 
person in the Queen's ministry, but because, by 
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his interest, the same favour had been granted to 
the clergy of England. That he might not wait 
upon Mr. Harley, to whom his name was well 
known, wholly without recommendation, he got 
himself represented as a person who had been ex- 
tremely ill used by the last ministry, because he 
would not go certain lengths which they would 
have had him, this being in some sort Mr. Harley's 
own case. 
ness and respect; he sat with him two hours in com- 
pany, and two hours he was with him alone. He not 
only engaged in the Doctor's immediate business 
with the most zeal, and soon after accomplis hoc d it, 
but told him he must bring him acquainted with Mr, 
St. John; invited him to dine with him; charged 
him to come often; and, when the Doctor proposed 
attending at his levee, told him that was no place 
for friends. The Doctor soon after became person- 
ally acquainted with the rest of the minister, who 
appear to have courted and caressed him wiulfun- 
common assiduity. He dined every Saturday at Nr. 
Harley's with the Lord Keeper, Mr. Secretary St. 
John, and Lord Rivers. On that day no other person 
was for some time admitted; but his select compa- 
ny was at length enlarged to sixteen, all men of the 
first class, Swift included. They dined once a- 
week at the houses of each other by rotation, and 
went under the general denomination of Brothers. 
From this time the Doctor supported the interest 
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of his new friends with all his power, in pamphlets, 
poems and periodical papers : his intimacy with them 
was so remarkable, that he was thought not only to 
defend, hut in some degree to din ect, their measures; 
and such was his importance in the opinion of the 
opposite party, that many speeches were made against 
him in both Houses of Parliament. A reward was al- 
$0 offered for discovering the author of The Public 
Spirit of the Whigs. 

Whatever excellence we possess, or whatever ho- 
nours we obtain, the pleasure which they produce is 
all relative to some particular favourite with whom 
we are tenderly connected cither by friendship or by 
love; or, at most, it terminates, like rays collected 
by a burning-glass, in a very small circle, which is 
Scarce more than a point, and, like light, becomes 
sensible only by reflection. Thus Swift, while he 
was courted and caressed by those whom others were 
making interest to approach, seems to have enjoyed 
his distinction only in proportion as it was partici- 
pated with Stella; for amidst all the business, and 
all the honours that crowded upon him, le wrote eve- 
ry day an account of whatever occurred, and sent her 
a journal, regularly dated, every fortnight, during 
the whole time of his connexion with Q. Anne's mi- 
nistry. From these unrestrained effusions of his 
heart many particulars are known which could have 
been known no other way: and by these it appears 
incontestable, that he was not only but 
trusted; and that Harley, who is univcreally allow- 
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ed to have been one of the most reserved and mys- 
terious of all politicians, was to him, in affairs of 
the utmost moment, open and explicit. The result 
of one of their conferences, so carly as ie ycar 1710, 
* was to this eſſect, That the Kingdom vas as certainly 
ruined as a bankrupt merchant; that a peace, he- 
ther bad or good, was absolutely necessary ; that 
the contederacy must sn break and tactions in- 
crease; and that te 111141541 y was upon too nariow 
a bottom, and stood like an ischmus, buiwecn the 
Whigs on one side, and the violent Lorias on the 
ether ; a situation in winch they covid not subsist. 
These violent Tories were formed into a socicty 
called the OctoberClub, of whom Swit: 5ays, ** They 
« are about an hundred Parliament-men of the 
country, who drink October beer at home, and 
« meet every evening at a tavern near the Parka- 
„ ment-housc, to dr:vethings on to extremes against 
„ the Whigs, to call the old ministry to account, 
and get off five or siz heads. 

But if Swift thought this party too precipitant, it 
is certain he thought Lord Oxford too slow; and he 
once told him so in a manner that shews buth iis in- 
tegrity and the flecdom of his conversation with chose 
who have a right to presc:iptive scrvility and adulu- 
tion. He had received (from Col. Hill, a genteman 
of worth, who had commande with great vravery in 
the battle vi Almanza, soon after his promotion 20 
a regiment) a present of a finc tortoige-ghell nud 


tux, richly lincd with gold, with the prospe<t of the 
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Rialto of Venice, several gondalos plying on the ca- 
nals, and other figures to the number of one hundred 
and fifty, representing the plea v ures of a carmval, 
painted on the inside of the lid. This present he 
Shewed one day to Harley, who, having admired the 
painting and the workmanship, at last spied a figure 
studded on the outside of the bottom, which he 
thought resembled a goose; upon which turning to 
the Doctor, Jonathan, says ie, It hink the Co- 
* lonel has made a goose of y. Ves, my Lord, 
says the Doctor; ** but if your Lordship will look a 
itt le farther, you will scœ that Tam driving a snail 
« before me which indeed happened to be the de- 
vice. To this the Earl coully replied, “ That is se- 
« vere enough, Jonathan ; but I deserve it. 

Ie is equally true, and equally evident, that Swift 
had no expectations of advantage from his connexion 
with" these persons j that he knew they could not 
long preserve their power; that he did not honour it 
while it lasted ; and that he disdained pecuniary ob- 
ligations. 

The ministry, saith he, - are good honest hearty 
« fellows : Tusethem like dogs, because Iexpect they 
« will use me 80, They call me nothing but Jona- 
« than, and I said I believed they would leave me Jo- 
nathan, as they found me; and that I never knew 
a ministry do any thing for those whom they make 
* companions of their pleasures : but I care not. 

In the summer of 17 1 1 he forcsaw the ruin of the 
ministry, by those mis understanding amongs them- 
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sclves which at last effected it; and it was not only 
his opinion but tacir own, that it they could not 
carry a MCace tu Wourd not be able to Keep them » 
selves out ui the or, eventho' they shotd agree. 
In order, theretore, to . acilitaue this great event, 
Switt wrote The Conduct ui the Allies: a piece which 
he contesses cosi him much pains, and which sueceed- 
ed even beyond lus exprhtation, It was published 
Norv. 27. 1711, just ten days before the Parliament 
met; and betore the 28th of January above cieven 
thousand were sold, seven editions having been print- 
ed in England, and three in Ireland. The T ory mem- 
bers in both Houscs who spoke drew all their argu- 
ments from i:; and the resolutions which were 
printed in the Votes, and which would never have 
passed but for The Conduct of the Allics, were lit- 
tle more than quotations from it. | 

From this time till the 1713 he continued to cxert 
himself, with unwear:d diligence, in the SEL VICE ot 
the ministry; and while he was at Winds os just at the 
conclusion of the Peace of Utrecht, hc drow tic first 
sketch of An History of the four last Yec::5 or Q. 
Anne. The work would have been published soon 
after, if his iricads in the ministry had not di agreed 
about it, and after the Queen's death he spent much 
time in improving and correcting it; but it has not 
yet appcared “. 

During all this time he reccived no gratuity or re- 


* This work has been since published. 
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ward till the year 1713; and then he accepted the 
Deanery of St. Patrick's, Dublin. 

It may perhaps he thought strange that his friends 
did not rather proc ure him a bishopric in England, 
and place him in the House of Lords, where his po- 
litical eloquencemight have been employed with great 
advantage: but this was not in their power; and they 
might be willing to secure to him such advantage as 
they could, knowing their own instability, and fore- 
secing their fall. 

But with whatever view, or from whatever cause, 
the Deancry of St. Patrick's was given him, he re- 
c:ived it with less pleasure than he would have done 
a settlement with much less power and profit in 
England. 

He immediately crossed the Channel to take pos- 
sess ion of his new dignity, but did not stay in Ire- 
land mor» than a fortnight, being urged by an hun- 
dred letters to hasten back and reconcile Lord Ox- 
ford and Lord Bolingbroke, the consequence of 
whose mis understanding were justly dreaded by their 
friends. 

When he returned he found their quarrels and 
coldness increased; and having predicted their ruin 
from this very cause, he laboured to bring about a 
reconciliation, as that upon which the whole inte- 
rest of their party depended. 

With this view he contrived to bring them to Lord 
Mashamẽs at St. James's, and Lord and Lady Ma- 
Sham, being acquainted with his purpose, left him 
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alone with them. He then expostulated with them 
both, but to little effect; being able only to engage 
them to go to Windsorthe next day, still hoping that if 
he could keep them together they would come to Some 
;well knowing that in absence the mind per- 
revolves the recent offences of a friend, and 
heightens them by every possible aggravation; but 
that when the offended and oftender meet, the dying 
sparks of esteem or kindness otten brighten into a 
flame, the remembrance of pat pleasure and confi- 
dence returns, and mutually inc lines them to secure, 
by an accommodation, that which they feel they | 
cannot lose without regret. 

Swift soon after followed them, but was told by 
Lord Bolingbroke that his scheme had come to no- 
thing ; and he had the mortification to observe that 
they grew more cold to each other every day. In 
the mcan time Lord Oxford's credit grew less and 
less, and the Queen's health visibly declined, 

Swift, however, contrived yet once more to meet 
them at Lord Masham's, and was again left alone 
with them. This was the last time they ever met, 
and he spoke to them both with great freedom ; but 
at length, despairing of his purposc, he told them he 
would retire, for that all was gone. Bolingbroke 
whispered him that he was right, but Oxford said 
all wouid do well. 

Swift still adhered to his opinion; and therefore | 
went in a day or two to Oxtord by the coach, and 
thence to the house of a friend in Berkshire, where 
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he continued till the Queen's death, which happened 
in about ten weeks. 

While he was at this place his mind was still busy 
for his friends, and he wrote a discoursc called Free 
Thoughts on the Present State of Aﬀairs, which he 
thought might be useful at that juncture, and sen 
it up to London; but some difference of opinion h11p- 
pening between him and Lord Bolingbroke concern 
ing it, the publication was delayed till the Quit ts 
death; and then he recalled his copy, whic : v-2s at - 
terwards deposited with the late Alderman Euartor, 
and has been since published. 

A tow weeks after the death of the Queen he went 
back to his station in Ireland, all his comcx'c::. 
with the court being broken, and all lis wg ta- 
tons disappointed. 

But it would be an injury to Swift not to Stop a 
moment here, and, before we descend with him in- 
to the va!-: of private lite, look back, as from an 
emincnce, upon the country we have passcd. 

Few of chose who have been permitted to ass0- 
ciate with persons greatly superior in rank and for- 
tune, who have climbed in the retinue of Power, and 
been distinguished by reflected greatness, have been 
able to sustain tlie ative dignity of their own cha- 
racter without stooing as they ascended the ill, 
or being blinded by the light that made them con- 
spicuous to others. 

Let it therefore be recorded to the honour of Dr. 
Swift, and to animate others by I and re- 

Volume I. 
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ward, that, during his connexion with those who 
were in the highecst ran, and whom every rank wou 
have been great, he would never svfier himself to be 
treated but as an equal, and repulcd every attemgt 
to hold him in dependence, or ker! hum at distance, 
with che uumost rescimnent and indignation. 

It happened upon some occasion that Harley sent 
him a bank-bitl of gl. by lis private secretary Nr. 
Lewis, which Swift instamly returned, with a letter 
of exposcul2ion ard cunplants Hiatky ind him 
to dine, hut nc retused, II wrow to Rr. Lewis to 
mediaic between then, deity t % rcunciicd 
but dwite sent Knud that he capt! lahr satis- 
fect-on. Harley replied, ii he wouzd come and et 
hin he would mac lum cas; but wilt inet 
that h. Sound ade ze by message; and declared 
tha oiiiuic h. would cast lu. off, 

It is pe>>aibic tat his lor migli hive been 
re'cid, a not Word nis ACCUUAUNCE 3 DULL is c- 
tain that, it n had been of greaicr value, it would 
not hase àt ont. ter any indecorum in the vicTs 61 
asc ieee Swift to cutter an Obligation from 
lis whom he did not stem; ir he ref cd tlit 
place Ci Aist grapher wich disdain, because it 
was in the disposal of a person whom he regarded 
wü disgust and contemis. 

tic would not suffer cen negat've incivilities 
from those who, it by their station they hal not 
been Ins supcriors, would have been his equals by 
learning and parts. it happened that, having on 
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a Sunday dincd with Nr. St. John, who was then 
SECFLLATY ot State, aud remaked chat he appeared 
to he much out of temen, ne took the firs; OUT - 
tunity to ste him alone, asked hun waa the do 
led him on Sunday? told him he observed he 
much om of tember z that ur did mat expect he 
ve tell him the cause, but would b. glad io K 
ht. was in eiter; and warned hun never io hehre 
t hin with sil Nt bete rus, for tut he nan: h 
tron} 1 a Schott 0 3 and tent le had feilt hs! 
might chu in ah. inte Alea iv. „ 1 old lin, © 82 
lie, „ lau 1 expcicd that erery great 1. l. 
© wi HOMUWEd me wich ins are muUBC, it 122 
..44ur SAW 2 ny tuin, om d Adv e wor 4 
„er e nee in plan wy ds, a not pu me 
rn uss By the ch nεν 6 Coidness of his 
Cu ce THEE UT behaviour, tor it was what I would 
4 e Dot om A crowns had, and } thuught 
4% OTE! cs tavuur was worth it. I told han thac 
© | de ile io lo my Lord Keeper ard Mr. Har- 
ley ies the same thing, chat they may use me 
& aecoi 1tngiy..” | 
he Seeretary received the reproof like a friend, 
as it was gi.cn, and apuloizcd for his behaviour, 
by + Bing that business had kept him up several 
„hole ughis, aad drinking ene more; and to make 
up matters, he pressed the Doctor to stay to dinner; 
winch, however, he deciined, as well because he 
would not encourage a second offence by too easily 
Dy 
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passing over ti first, as because he was engaged 
with another iricnd, 

If in ht presentation of his behaviour, as it 15 
in many partie lars taken from Ins letters to Stella, 
he shot! Is be et having Somewhat exag- 
gerate to g ute his vanity, he my be abundantly 
justifed by a lter stil! extant, which he wrote to 
Lord Oxtor! aiter the connevion between them 
was broken, *# When 1 v.14 with you,” says 
Ir, „ love sgi more than once that 1 would 
„ nor allow quality or station made any differ- 
„ ence ly tween men, - loved vou just $0 much the 
*« wore for your <tution, ln your public capacity 
vou nave often angered me to the heart, but as 2 
„ private man never once, 1 was too proud to be 
„ vain ct the honour you did me.—l was never 
* atra:d of offending you, nor am now in any pain 
«+ tor the manner I write to you in.“ 

Neither was this conduct the effect of pride and 
delt - suffic ĩency, but of iruc dignity of mind; for he 
cxacted nothing which, in his 1 turn, he did not pay, 
nor asked more for hunsc!t than for others whose 
pretens1ons or circumstances were the same. 

When hc was desired by Lord Oxford to intro- 
duce Dr. Parncil to his acquaintance, he refused, 
upon this principle, that a man of genius was a 
character superior io that of a Lord o a high sta- 
tion. He thereture obliged his Lordsnip to walk 
with his treasurer's St at from room to room through 


LO 
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his own Iver, inquiring which was Dr. Parnell, in 
order to introduce himself, and beg the konour of 
his „esu. tancs. 

I. %s on by an accident, after his memory 
failed, th he Hoe an annuity of fifty guine:s 
to Ms, Dingley; but instend ot doing this with the 
paraile of a beaciator, or giniitying his pride by 
mazing; her feel her depunile..ce, he abwa''s prown l- 
e chat he acc] caly as ber agen, and thai 4. 
moncy h. ud ay was the pro utc of a certain Sun 
WiiC's sue had in t furs; and, ch: better io se 
A „meals, ne 21 w. ys took her 1c 3 and $01m1c- 
ums wo pretend, with great sceming vexation, 
that se 4,05 un him beture he had received hei 
money 1m Lndon. 

to ws pulitical principles, if his own account 
of Vim! wn hc ulievid, he ahhorred Whiggism oniy 
in ine wiic me tt censtst indannung the church, 
reviling me Giggs, abhelbng the Dissenters, and 
spcabing centemplibly of revealed religion. He al- 
ways declu e himseif against a Pup:sh successor 
ta the cron, whatever tile he might have by proxi- 
mity of ble.d;z nor did he regard the right line up- 
on any other account than as it was establised by 
law, and had much weight in the opinions of the 
people. IIe was of opinion that when the griev- 
ances suffered under a present government became 
greater thin those which might probahly be expect - 
ed trom changing it by violence, a revolution was 
justifiable; and this he bclicved to have been the 
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case in that which was brought about by the Prince 
of Orange., He had a mortal antipathy against 
standing mics in times of h,, and was of opi- 
nion tht our hihezty could never he placed upon a 
frm tomdation till the ancient law should be re- 
vived by which our Parhaments were male annual. 
He abominated the political scheme of ting up a 
monied interest in opposition to the landed, and 
was an enemy to temporary <u«pensions of the Ha- 
beas Car us net. If some asperities that cannot be 
justiſied havc escaped his pen, in papers which were 
hastily written in the first ardour of his al, and 
often after great provocation from thou. v110 vwrote 
against him, surely they may, without the exertion 
of angelic benevolence, be forgiven, 

That he was not at any {mv bigot to party, 
and that he did not ind*scrminately transfer his re- 
>cntments from principles to person, was $0 Cvi- 
dent by his conduct, that it was 4 tou 1 ect of 
raillery towards him among the ministers, that he 
never came to them without a Wing in his sleeve: 
and though be does not appar to have asked any 
thing for himself, yet be often pressed Lid Oxford 
in favour of Mr. Addison, Mr. Congreve, Mr. 
Rowe, and Mr. Steele; with whom, except Mr. 
Steele, he frequently conversed during a Lord Ox- 
ford's ministry, chusing his friends by their per- 
sonal merit, withou: cxamining how far their nutions 
agreed with the politics then iu vogue; and, in par- 
ticular, his friendship with Mr. Addison continu- 


LIFE OF DR. JON, SWIFT. INT 


ed inviolable, and with as much kindncss as when 
they uscd to meet at Lord Halitax's or Lord Sam- 
mers's, who were leaders of the opposite party. 

Among other persons with whom he was iuti— 
mately acquainted during this gay part of his lit, 
was Mis. Vanhomrigh. She was u lady of good 
family, the daughter of Mr. Stone the Cormmis- 
sioner, and niece to the Accomptant-Geporal of 
Ireland. She was also a lady of 2 and 
good breeding. 

She was the widow of Mr. Bartholofnow Von- 
homrigh, first a merchant of Amsterdam, and at- 
terwards of Dublin, who was appointed Commis - 
sary of the Stores by King William, upon his ex- 
pedition into Ireland, a place winch, during the war, 
was computed to he worth 6000l. per annum. Arte 
the affairs of Ireland were settled, he was appointed 
Mustermaster-general, and a Commissioner of the 
Revenue, and laid out about 22, 000. in the pur- 
chase of forfeited estates: but though he received 
the produce of this estate, and enjoyed his appoini- 
ments thirteen years, yet when he died in 1703, hi; 
expenses had been so ncarly equal to his revenue, 
that his whole fortune, the value of his estate in- 
cluded, amounted only to 26,0007, This sum he 
directed, by his will, to be divided equally between 
his wife and four chiidren, of which two were sons, 
and two were daughters. The sons died soon aftei 
their father, and their Share of his fortune fell to the 
5 


daughters. 
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In 1709 the widow and the two young ladies 
came to E. gland, where they were visited by per- 
sons of ie first quality; and Swift, lodging with- 
in a few dyors of their hte in Burv-strc:t, St. 
James, used ro be much there, com g and going 
without ecrenmoay, as if he had hen one gt the fa- 
mile, Dun ag tis lamitiarity he became insensi- 
bly a kind of preceptor to Vic young ladies, paiti- 

cul: ly tic eidest, who was then about twenty ycars 
eld, was much auitied to reading, and a great ad- 
mirer of pocuy. In a »erson of this disposition it 
was n2tura} for such a character as that of Sviſt to 
Excite admiration, a passion which, by frequent con- 
versc, was >otrencd mtv complacency, and compla- 
cency was at length improved into love. Love it- 
self, perhaps, was in tus case complicated with va- 
nity, which would have been highly gretincd by an 
alliance with the first wit of the age; and thus 
what neither could have effected alone, was done 
by the joint effort of both, and she vertured to 
make thæ Docto. a propusul of marriage. It is pro- 
bable that his connuxions with Nis. Johnson, at 
this time, were such, that he could nu: with honour 
accept this proposal, Whatever p'casure or advan- 
tage it might prom sc: however, it is certain he de- 
clincd, though without assigiung any other engage- 
ment as the reason. 

He appears first to have ate ctud to belicye her in 
jest, then to have rallied her 02 vo whitazical a choice, 
and at last to have put her Gif without an ab, o- 
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lute refusal; perhaps, partly, because he was un 
willing to give her pain, and partly, because lu 
could not refuse her with a good grace, otherwise 
than by discovcring some particulars which he wa, 
willing to conceal, While he was in this situation 
he wrote the poem called Cadenus and Vanessa, 
the principal view of which seems to have been ut 
once to compliment and to rally her; to apologize 
for his conduct, and soften a tacit denial, by leav- 
ing the event undetermined, 

This poem appears to have been vritten about 
the year 4713, 4 short time before he left Venessa 
and the rest of his friends in England, and returned 
to the place of his exile, which he always mentioned 
with regret. 

In the year 1714 Mrs. Vanbhomrigh died, 
and having lived at an expeasc much greater than 
her fortune would bear, slie left some debts un- 
paid. 
Her two daughters, whose fortune she had also 
lessened, she appointed joint cxecutrixes of her will; 
an office which, however troublesome, the situation 
of their affairs obliged them to accept. It appcars, 
too, that they had contracted some debts in their 
own right, which it was not in their power im- 
mediately to pay, and therefore to avoid an arrest 
they followed the Dean into Irciand. 

Upon his arrival to take posscssion of his Dcan- 
ery, and at his return after the Queen's death, he was 
received, according tc the account f Lord Orrery 
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and Mr. Deane Swift, with every possible mark of 
contempt and mi, . esse ciaily by tin popu - 
lace, who not cles rnold and cursed hin, but 
pelled him with stone "ad dirt as he pass d wong 
the strerts. The au wr A the Obs, ions, on 
the contt ore ahi wit he was recent by all 
ran!:s of til ne with Kin tucss, lh 33h Ty 
the Z ones being t!“ u en full power as wen i: ctind 
as in Ln, land,: „eit, 's Service to tir erf 
ani! cet at cn, | wg well known, 4.875 in- 
deed was ten wind e Wen to kia „n ion; 
but when ne. u e 1% bs D. angie, ee rr 
the Toric . O. s ert lit ani dne ele it 
a2 cad; ci ct n uc. Whira mig w.. cut the 
rab ole at ic: forget ni, r. c. s ts 4. church. 
It is cert un win grout ciamour Wa, Ie 1544 by 
the . hen: gaihet tine late 1mi,stry, wan warm 
Swii. hoc bern closcty cofnectti: y ve ©amged 
wh a J.siga to bring in ine 17. oicuucty aud the 
zu. ne desigu was, CUNSCUUENT:Y's imp te ty dent, 
whom it vas the clore cunscrid th „mc as a qua- 
lification {ur prelcrmen. to rev ile and 0/;05- 3 waich 
party the mob tows (Whose fault it his iii bun 
to col ncide mpalcin'y oth à cut) posteruy must 
judge tor tiemsclees: bu it Seems probable that 
tliese accounts, however cumradicicry, may buth be 
tene, 234 that Swift ne tas tame might be tue Sache- 
v. of Ireland, ioiowed by the mob cf oe fac- 
wen wich execrauons, and by the other with sluts 
of a olause. 
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It is, however, agree. zh: the Archhisuop ef Dub- 
lin, and sc. e of hs od . iends in the Chapter, get 
themsclves a., alls 5. mus with all their torce, 
and laboured to disappo.nt him in che excrcise of 
his power by every art of opposition und delay. 
But whatever projuice ther had concorved against 
him was soon removal ly z disintercsted integrity 
of his conduct, Which was 50 appaic..t and strik- 
ing, chat Grey scon regarded him with respect and 
veneration, aud almost umplicidy acquicsced in what» 

ver h. prop. 

This removal from England to Ircland was the 
great even. w. ieh de tettaiged the colcur of his life, 
bounce] 1 views, Mk aud him at once what he 
mil pores, and for wait he mut hope. 

Inh. re 15 2 lane wien very ul 15 struck with 2a 
sense of hits nu tallty, and feels the iorce of a truth 
to which he bas conzentd morily from custom, 
wichout Cons ding 3s CCHKY Or importance. 
This tn este by hes i the roecul smmplicity 
of iviuncy, ur in the I. rs. . h teins th, when 


muess bitchy Was C. ren 368 
the foice oi noeh, Wil cet ai i zh UPS 
rect: VES 21.22 Har vi e 1: . e ; Let . r 
the fir heat of tic rice, W. A og 10 er 


from du iatigur, We nth , ceus der the ground 

belore us, an then porevive 14 at tue cu uf the 

course 3lt clouds ar i d. 1. ; gt the g. av well 

SOUN iner eept dur PUPIL Vi Kern papal fg αν and 
v ' 


that, ii wo Cannot $7ctCi bs Liv tal Nut is beyond 
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it, wc run in vain, and spend our strength for nought. 
Great disappointments, which change our general 
plan, and make it necessary to enter the world as 
ir were 4 sccond time, scldom fail to alarm us with 
the brevity of life, and repress our alacrity, hy pre- 
ciu:iin, ohr hopes. 

Tic Dran, whether by the vigovr and activity of 
his imo ganation, the multitude of ins ideas, or the 
.rdour 04 his pursuits, escaped the force of this 
thought till his retreat to Ireland on the death of 
the Qralnz and then indeed it came upon him 
will such influence that, after fifteen years, it con- 
tanily recurred when he first awiked in the morn- 
ing, and was not dismisscd till he again began to 
Jeep. 

As soon as he was settled at Dublin, Mrs. John- 
on removed from the country to be near him, but 
they $til] lived in separate houses: his residence was 
at the Deanery, and her's in lodgings on the other 
Side of the river Liftcy. 

The Dean kept two public days every weck; and 
though the circle of his visitors is said at first to 
have been small, yet it soon increased, and always 
consisted of the best company. Thosc who were 
more particularly the companions of his choice were 
such as would have done honour to any charac- 
ter: they were the Grattons, seven brothers, the 
sons of Dr. Gratton, a venerable and hospitablc 
clergyman, who gave them all a liberal education. 
The eldest was a justice of peace, and lived reputa- 


LIFE or DR. JON. SWIFT. xlix 
bly on his patrimony in the country; another was 
a physician, and another a merchant, both eminent 
in their professions : three others were clergymen, 
who had a competent provision in the church: and 
the youngest was Fellow of Dublin Coilege, and 
master of the great frec-school at Enniskilling. 
They were all persons of great merit, as generally 
acquainied, and as much beloved, as any in the 
kingdom. The Jacksons, a family of which both 
men and women were gentcel, agrecable, and well- 
bred, uch companions as no wise man ever want» 
ed, it cheꝝ could be had; George Rochford, and Peter 
Lulow, men of fortunc, learning, wit, humour, and 
virtue; and Mr. Matthew, Lord, dcemed the best lay 
scholar of his time. These, with the Fellows of 
the College, Dr. Walmesley, Dr. Helbhan, Dr. 
Delany, Dr. Stoptord, (now Bishop of Clone) and 
Dr. Sheridan; Lady Eustace, Mrs. Moore, Lay 
Betty Rochford, and Mrs. Ludlow, with Mrs. 
Johnson and her friends, were the persons with 
whom Swift spent his leisure hours from the year 
1714 to the ycar 172, a period in which it has 
been injuriously said, that his choice of companions 
shewed him ot a depraved taste. There was indeed 
among his companions one person who could derive 
no honour from his lincage, a foundling, whom 
Swilt thercfore uscd to call Melchiszdck, because 
Meichisedek 13 s to have neither father nor mo- 
ther. This gentleman's name was Worral; he 
was a clergymaa, a master of arts, a reader, and 

Volume J. E 


I LIFE OF DR. JON. SWIFT. 


a vicar of his cathedral, and master of the song. 
He was nearly of the Dean's own standing in the 
College, had good sense, and much humour, He 
was married to a woman of great sprightlincss, 
good- nature, and generosity, remarkably cleanly 
and elegant in her person, in her house, and at her 
table. But chere is another particular in Mr. Wor- 
ral s character which generally contributed to his 
intimacy with the Dean; he was a good walker. 
The Dean used this exercise in an immoderatc de- 
grec, under the notion of its being absolutely ne- 
cessary not to health only, but to cleanlincs, 
keeping the pores of the kin clear, and throwing 
off impurities by perspiration. Mr. Worral's stu- 
ation in the church naturally engaged his frequent 
attendance upon the Deane; this attendance com- 
monly ended in 2 walk, and the walk in their din 
ing together either at Mr, Worral's or ©! the D-an- 
ery. The Dean, being a single man, was often 
a guest to Mr. Worral than Mr. Worral was a 
guest to him; and this brought on an agreement, 
that the Dean should dine with him wacnever he 
would at a certain rate, and invite as many friends 
as he pleased upon the same terms. This gentle- 
man is lately dead, and left a large um of money 
to be disposed of to pul, lic chairs, at the diver- 
tion of his executors, 5cofl? of which was wppro- 
priated to the Dean's Hosp tal. 

The Dean, when ne first settled zt Dublin, was 
in deht, a situation vich if! sud his spirit, and de- 
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termined him to © severe cconomy, with which tius 
agreement with Worral well sued. On his public 
days, however, the dignity of his station was sus- 
tamcd with the utmost clegance and decorum, un- 
der the direction of Mrs. Johnson, who yet appear- 
ed in the circle without any character distinct from 
the rest of the company. She was, however, fre- 
quently invited with the Dean, whether to enter- 
taiameims or parties of pleusures, though not so ge- 
nczaliy as if she had been his wife. She visited and 
received visits, as far as the practice is a mere ritual 
vt good breeding. Her frien ships scem to have 
been still among the men, but she was treated with 
great politeness by the ladies. 

Tie Dean's mind had been now so filled with 
politics, that he found it impracticable to excel as 
a preacher, his first and most laudable ambition, 
and {requentiy declared, that though he sometimes 
attempted io exc hiinself in the pulpit, yet he could 
never raise higher than preaching pamphlets. —He 
was, however, still a good Dean and a good Pricst : 
he applicd himscif to rhe care of his Deanery, his 
cathedral, its regulations, its income and cconomy , 
with great dliligence. He renewed the prinuive 
practice of coicbrating the holy communion every 
Sunday, and at this sacrament he was not only con- 
Stamtly prescnt, but he consecrated and admmister- 
e it with his own hands, in a manner <qually 
graceful and devout. He attended at church every 
morning, and generally preached in Lis turn: he 
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also constantly attended the performance of the an- 
them on a Sunday night, though he did not under- 
stand music, to sce that the choir did not neglect 
their duty, 

As to his employment at home, he seems to have 
had no heart to apply himself to study of any kind, 
but to have resigned himscit wholly to such amuse- 
ments as offered, that he might not think of his si- 
tuation, the misfortune ot his friends, a: d the dis- 
appointment of his hope. Such, at least, is the ac- 
count that he gives to Hr. Gax, in his 1-t.cr dated 
Jan. 8. 1722-3. I was three years, $295 he, 
« reconciling myscif to the scene and business to 
„lich Fortune hath condemned me, and >wpt- 
« dity was what I had recourse to- 

It has been suggested that the acquaintance he fell 
into with men of learning made it necessary tor him, 
about ths time, to review his Greck ond Latin, and 
obtain Some acquaintance with church-history : but 
surcly he who had studied eight hours a-day for sc- 
ven years, or, according to Mr. Deane Swift, ten 
hours a-day for nine years ;z he who had read and ex- 
tracted the Fathers more than sixteen years hefore, 
had little occasion io review his Latin an! Greek, or 
acquaint himself wich church-history, ics; he should 
not sus: ain his cliaracter among learned men : for ex- 
cept it be pꝛetenued that others were able to acquire 
more knowledge in less time, and with less labour, it 
must be allowed that Swift was likcly to be always 
the most knowing of his company. Lord Orrery 
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gays, that he was little acquainted with the inathc- 
matics, and never considered the science except as 
un obiet of ridicule: but the author of the Obser- 
vations àfnrms, on the co. rar y, that he had ac- 
quired considerable i athemuiccl knowledge; and 
that he had scen him more tan once undertake to 
solve an algebraic proben by unitlumetic, 

The first remarkable cent oi his liſe that ocur- 
red Aer bis seitlement zu be Leaner; was bis 
marriage to Mis. John:on, atter a most intimate 
trendship of more thun ion dars. This was 
in de ye, 1716, 091 the ceremony was per.urmed 
by Dr. Ashe, win zuin lhip e Clegher, io whom 
tue Dan had been à pupil in rin College, Dub- 
'm. But chatescr wre fe mulives of this mar- 
z, the Duan und the lady commu io ve after- 
wards jus in die se ee iner AS _y had lived be- 
tor- rs. v0 IR che inteepaablr companion 
of Stella Wherever she went; and she never resided 
at the Deancry, exdazet hen the Deun was scizcd 
with violent fits of giudiurs:, M hich sometimes last- 
ed near a month. 

Till dus ume lie had continued his visits to Vo- 
nessa, who, thongh she had $ufrred very great pe- 
cuniary losses, had vet prescrved her zepu: ation and 
her friends ; tor he was visited by taany persons of 
rank, character, and fortunc, ot both scæs; parti- 
cularl; Mrs. Conolly, a lady of very bigh reputa- 
tion, Dr. Berkeley, the late most excellent Bishop 
of Coyne, the late Judge Lindsav, and the Lord 
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Chief Justice Marley. The Dean appears still to 
have preserved the character of her preceptor, to 
have directed her progress in literature, and explain- 
ed and illustrated the authors she had read: but 
soon after his marriage he visited her on another 
account; he went as an advocate for Mr. Deane 
Winter, whom he o k with him, a gentleman who 
was a professed admirer of Venassa, and had made 
her some overtures of marriage, but though he had 
an estate of near $col. a- year, besides 300. a- year 
preferment in the church, yet Vanessa rejected the 
in such terms, as that it was never re- 
peated. She was also addressed by Dr. Price, who 
was afterwards Archbishop of Cashel, but with- 
out success. From this time the Dean's visits were 
much less frequent. In the year 1717 her sister 
died, and the whole remains of the family fortune 
being then centered in Vanessa, she retired to Sel- 
bridge, a small house and estate about twelve miles 
distance from Dublin, which had been purchased 
by her father. 

From this place she wrote frequently to the Dean, 
and he answered her letters. In these letters she 
still pressed him to marry her; and in his letters he 
still rallied, and still avoided a positive denial. At 
length, however, she insisted with great ardour, 
and great tenderness, upon his positive and im- 
mediate acceptance or refusal of her as a wife. The 
Dean wrote an answer, and delivered it with bis 
own hand. 

As this letter of Vanessa s, which was written in 
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1723, is a demon ;tration that she was then utterly 
ignorant of the Deaz's marriage with Stella, and as 
she appcars to have Known it almost :runediately t- 
ter ward, it is ꝓrobuble that the Dcan's answer com- 
municated the fatal s-cret, which at once precluded 
all ker hopes, and accounted for his former conduct: 
it is proble, too, that the resentment which he felt 
at having it thus extorted from hum, was the cause 
ot the manner in which he delivered che letter; for 
having thrown it down upon har table, we hasted 
back to his horsc, and returned immediately to 
Dublin. 

This letter the unhappy lady did not survive ma- 
ny weeks. How-ver, she was suthcicntly compo- 
sed to cancel a will chat she had made in the Dean's 
favour, and to make another, in which she leit her 
fortune, which long reti ement and frugality had in 
a great measure icstorcd to her two exccutors, 
Dr. Berkeley, the Bishop of Cloyne, and Mr. 
Marshal, one of the King's S-ricuat's at Law, 
gentlemen whose characters are excellent in che 
highest degree. | 

Such was the fate of Vanessa! and surely those 
whom pity coald nut restrain from being diligent 
to load her memory with reproach, to construe ap- 
pearances in the worst sense, to aggravate folly in- 
to vice, and distress into infamy, have not much 
exalted their own character, or strengthened their 
claim to the candeur of others. If Vancssa, by her 
foniness for che gaictics of life, eacouraged by the 
example, and perhaps influenced by the authority, 
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of a mother, lessened her fortune at an age when 
{ew have bern discreet, it cannot be denied that she 
retrieved it by prudence and economy at an age when 
many have continued dissolute, and was frugal at- 
ter che habit of expence had made frugality difficult. 
It she could not subdue a passion which has tu- 
rannized over the strongest and purest minds, che 
does not appear to have Kaon that it was crimi- 
nai, or to have desired that it wight be unlawtuiiy 
gratihed, She pres5c4 a person whom she helieved 
single to marry her; but it docs not therclore fol- 
low that she was his concubine, much less that she 
desired to be reputed go, and was then solicitous 
to incur the infamy which has been since thrown 
upon her. It cannot, surelu, be believed that the 
shameless and reputcd concubine even of Switt, 
would have been visited by ladies of credit and fashion, 
or solicited in marriage by two clergymen of em:- 
nence and fortune, to whom her story and charac- 
ter must have been well known. Besides, Dr Ber- 
kelcy, after having carefully perused all the letters 
that passed between them, which Vanessa directed to 
be published with the poem, found that they con- 
tained nothing that could bring the least disgracc 
upon the Dean. Her's, indeed, were full of passion- 
ate declarations of her love; his contained orly 
compliments, excuses, apologies, and thanks for 
trifling presents. There was not in either the lcast 
trace of a criminal commerce, which, it there 
had been any such, it would, in so, long an inter- 
course have been extremely di to avoid; and 
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if she desired to be reputed his concubine, it 
cannot be supposed that she conccaled ny letter 
which would have proved that she was so, expect- 
al:y as it would have gratiſed her resentment 
a_ainst him for refvsing to make her his wife. 

If it apprars, tiierefore, that there was no crimi- 
nal cammetce between them, and that she did not 
desire the world should believe thor had been any, 
it tolls, from her directing the zuhlication of che 
poun, 6 which erhaps she posse>><d the only co- 
py, that in her sense cf the verses none of them im- 
pie a fact which would disghonuur her memory. 
And tis ayprars also to have been the opinion of 
her ex-cutors, who, though they s1ppresscd the Kt- 
ters, b<cause they contained nothing chat couid us 
her khovour, yt pu'vlizhed the pocmz by which it 
must therefore be supposed they did not think she 

voula be disgraced. 

It kas, indecd, bien said that Vanessa, from the 
time she was descrted, © devoted herself, LkcAriacine, 
« to Bacchus” and perhaps it is true that, in the 
angui>h of disappointe ! desire, che had recoursc to 
that dreadi ul oe which never fails to complicate 
discase with trouble; to leave the suficrer more 
wretched when its operation is at an end; io divide 
lite into frenzy and despair, and at once to hasten 
the approach, and incrcase the teirors, of death. 
But it cannot be thought that wien she made her 
will she was either intoxicated or delirious, because 
the perſect exeicise of reason is essential to the va- 
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lidity of the act. No particular of her distress, 
therefore, can weaken the arguments drawn from 
the direction in her will to publish the poem and the 
letters, of which the gratification of her vanity was 
vo evidently the motive, that it is difficult to con- 
ceive how it could be overlooked. i 

From 2716 to 1720 is a chasm in the Dean's life 
which it has been found difficult to fill up. That 
had not need to repeat his/college- exercises has been 
shewn already; and that, in this interval, he went 
through a voluminous course of ecclesiastical histo- 
ry, scems farther improbable by a letter to Lord 
Bolingbroke, dated April 5. 1729, in which it ap- 
pears that he was then reading Baronius, and Ba- 
ronius was the only picce of church-history that was 
found in his library. Lord Orrery thinks, with 
great reason, that he employed this time upon Gul- 
liver's Travels. 

The author of the Observations, indeed, supposcs 
the Dean's genius to be verging towards a decline in 
the year 1723, and that Gulliver's Travels were 
written after that time; but in both these supposi- 
tions he is probably mistaken, though in the for- 
mer he seems to be favoured by a passage in a let- 
ter written by the Dean himself to Mr. Pope, dated 
Sept. 20. 1723. 

That his genius was not declining in 1723, ap- 
pears by the Drapier's Letters, which were not writ- 
ten till 2724 3 and of these the Obseryſtor himself 
Says, “ His genius never shone out in greater strength 
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than on that and the subsequent occu õ%jI t, 4 
truth which is un;versally acknowledged. Thi Gu 

liver's Travels were written before that time is c. 

qually evident, for Swift went into the North 4 
Ireland carly in the spring of 1725, and in à letter 
to Dr. Sheridan, during his residence there, he puts 
him in mind of his description of the Vahoos; $ 
that Sheridan must have scen the Travels in manu. 

script at least in the year 1724. The Dean also, ir 
a letter to Mr. Pope, dated Sept. 29. 1725, Says, 
« Oh! if the World had but a dozen of Arbuth- 
* nots mit, I woul4burnmyTravels.”' it may reason 
ably be concluded, therefore, that his Travels were then 
all written, and that at this time he was reviewing 
and retouching them forthe press, especialiy as they 
were published in 1726; and as he was otherwise 
employed in 1724, they must have been written at 
least before 1723. 

Upon the whale, perhaps it is not an extraragant 
conjetture, that having, according to his own ac- 
count, wholly neglected luis studies for the first three 
ycars of his residence at the Deanery, and indulged 
ihe resentment which his disappointments had pro- 
duced, till it could be concained no longer, he con- 
ccived the first notion of expressing it in such a 
manner as might corre the enormities which he 
e::posed, and with this view immediately began 
his Travels, of which the first copy was prova- 
bly finished before the year 1720. 

About this time the Dean, who had already ge- 
quixed the character of a humourist and a wit, wos 
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first regarded with general kindness as the patriot 
of Ireland. He wrote a proposal for the universal use 
of Irish manufactures ; a tract which, as it was ap- 
parently calculated for the scrvice of Ireland, and 
zealously condemned a sacrifice of inte est to Eng- 
land, made him very popular. But tuis scrvice would 
noi perhaps have been so long and so zcalously re- 
membered, if a prosccution had not been commen- 
ccd against the printer. As soon as this measure was 
taken, the importance ef the work was estimated by 
the diligence of tac government to suppress it, and 
the zcal and iitcgrity of the writer were mensured by 
the danger he had incurred. No public notice, how - 
ever, was taken of the Dean on this occasion, and 
Waters the printer, after having Uñeen long harasscd 
imprisoned, at length obtained a Nelt Prozeg:i. 
The Dean did not again appcar in his political 
character till the year 1724. A patent having been 
iniqutously obtained by one W oud to coin 1 8050 cool, 
in copper for the use ot Ircland, by wiach he would 
have acquired exorbitant gain, and propurtionably 
impovcrished the nation, the Dean, in the character 
of a Drapicr, wrote a series of letters to the jroples 
urg ing tuem not to receive this Copper e,. I ese 
letters united the hole nation in uis praisc, niled eve- 
ry sticct with his (iges, and ce voice With ac- 
clamalions; and Wood, thovoh eas e sUννt-ͥ 
ed by those who prostitut.d the Highest oleh Au- 
thority tothe vilest purp̃oses. w::s at leuigth compci.cd 
to withdraw his patent, and his moncy was totally 


suppressed. 
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Upon the arrival of Lord Carteret, soon alter the 
publication of the foui th letter, $everal passages were 
selected as $utticicnt ground tor a prosecution, and 
his Excellency and council published a proclamation, 
offering zocl. reward for a discevery of the author, 
This prociamation gave the Dean a remakuble op- 
portunity to illustrate his cuaracter. It happened that 
his butler, whom he had employed +5 his unanuensis, 
and who alone was usted with the scetet, went out 
in the afternoon of the day of the proclamation with- 
out leave, and staid abioad the who's might and part 
of the next day. There was great mason to suspect 
that he had made an iniormation, and, having re- 
ceived his reward, would never return. Ihe man, 
however, came home in the evening; ! wn the Dean 
was auvised by his friends to take 20 notice of his 
fault, lest he hould be provoked to © breact oi trust, 
from the dread of which his return hud just delivered 
them. But the Dean rejected tins counsel e 1th the 

most disdain, and comman:ling the man into his 
presence, ordered him immediately to strip oft his li- 
very, and leave the housc. You Villain, said he, 
& I know I am in your power; and for that very rea- 
© son I will the less hear with your insolence or ne- 
& glect. I suppose by this tinie you are rewarded, ur 
& at least in a fair way of being rewarded, for your 


« treachery.” 


The man, in very submissĩve terms, confessed that 
he had been drinking all night, and entreated to ie 
forgiven ; but Swift was inexorable. H: then bezged 

Volume J. I 


hai LIFE OF DR. JON. SWIFT. 


that he might be confined in some part of the housc 
$0 long as the proclamation could entitle him to any 
reward, lest, when he was driven from his service, an 
destitute of another, the temptation right be 100 
strong for his virtue, and his distress might involve 
lum in a crime which he most abhorred. Swift, how- 
ever, was still inexorable, and the man was dlisnussed 
During all the time of danger Swift obs{inately z 
tus ed to contribute one ſarthing towards his support, 
no; could he be persuaded to see his face; but when 
the time linmed in the proclamation was expired he 
was permitted to return to his service. Soon after- 
wards he was called hastily up by the Dean, who, 
without any p:eface, again ordered him to strip off 
his livcry, put on his cn clothes, and then come to 
him again. The butler stacd with surprise, won- 
dcring for hat crime he had deserve to be turned 
out of his place. His master observing thi4, asked him 
if he had no clothes of his own to put on? Hetold 
him he had. Then go your ways, said the Doctor, 
„ and as soon as you have thrown off your livery, and 
« dresscd yourself, come back to me again.” I he poo- 
fellow, though he was greatly astonis ned at this pro- 
ceeding, knew Swift ioo well to expostulate, aud 
therefore, with whatever reluctance, did as he had 
been commanded. When he returned, the Dran cu 
dered the other scrvants to be called up, who im 
diately attended, expecting that the butler wus to 
be dismissed in terrurem, and that they sheuld be 
warned, in very severe terms, cf his offence. Swift, 
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a5 son as they had ranged themselves before kim, or- 
dered them to take notice that Robert was no longer 
his Sant; „ he is now,” $14 the Dean, «© Mr. 
& Ribe, che Verger of St. Patricz's Cathedral, a 
„luce witch | give him as areward for his fidelity. 
tus valuc of this place is between thirty and forty 
pounds a-vcar, However, Robert would nu: quit 
his muster, hat continued to be his butler some years 
afterw irs, In tins instance the Dran excrciscd his 
pri, tis tue, and his equi, in a mmncr pe- 
(urn te {nts !t; and though there are ny who 
would dna hoe rev arde 1 such fidelity, there are 
tew who wourl have ventured to wart th. issue of so 
Severe ant Amngerous a *. ation. 

From thts time the Dram? s influence in Ireland ws 
almost Wir out Nds. He was consultctt in hat- 
crer related to dome police, and, in paticular, to 
trade. The wet es alwifys consHderedl him as their 
patron and legislat h, after his propos: for the use of 
Irish munuf13ures „and crue tiregqueatly in a body 
to receive his advice in settling the rates of their $tufſs, 
and the wages of their jourzcvimen: and when clec- 
tions were depending for the city of Dullin, many 
corporations refused to declare themselves till they 
new his sentiments and inclinuions. Over the po- 
pulace he was the most absolute movarca that ever 
governed men; and ac was regarded by persons of 
every rank with veneration and estcem. 

It «pears by many of his writings, that he live 
in great friendship and familiarity with Lord Carte- 

Fn 


lxiv LIFE OF DR. JON. SWIFT. 

ret dur ing his Licutenancy,notwithstanding his Lord- 
chip ha signed the proclamation to discover him as 
the veriier ot the Drapier s Letters. Switt indeed re- 
monst rated against this procceding, and once asked 
his Lordslip how he could concur in the prosccution 
ot a poor honest ſcllow who had been guilty of 10 
other crime than that of crit ng thice or tour Icttc: s 
tar the instruction of hi&cichvours and the good of 
his country ? to this question his Exculicncy cleyant:y 
replicd, in the words of Virgil, 


oooo<e< <Repni noviias me tal. co it 
Mus. 


He was equally diligent to recommend his friends to 
Lord Caneret, as bc had bxca to r.commecnd them to 
Lord Oxſord, and he did it wiik the anc dignity 
and frecdum. Pray, iny Lol, said he ore da.“, 
4% have yuu the honour 10 be acquainted with the 
% Giation,?” My Lord aazwered he had not. 
% Why ihcn, pray, m Lerd, 341d Swift, take 
, care to obtain it; it is of great consequence: the 
& Grations, my Lord, can raise ten thousand men. 
He bt. uncd a l. ing for lis friend Dr. Shzaidan, and 
he recommended scverel others, cf whom he knew 
noching but thu they were good men. | 
He uscd also tw immonurate, .ch great freedom, 
against Such measures as he disapproved; and 
Lord Ca:teret having gained the zdvantage of him 
in some dis; ute concerning the distresscs of Ire- 
land, he cricd out, in a violent passion, What 
« the vengeance brought you among us! Get you 
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„ gone, get you gone: pray God Almighty send 
„un our boybics back again.” A reply which 
shewed at once the turn, the strengah, and the vir- 
tuc, of his mind, as it was a fine compliment to 
the force of reason, by which he hal been just foil- 
cd, and was expressed with all the yehemence of 
his temper, and all the peculiarity of his wit. 

He was scvcral times in Engl.nd, on a visit to 
Ir. Pope, after his settlement at the Deanery, 
particulaily in the years 1726 and 1727. 

There 1s n passage in one of his letters to Dr. 
Sheridin, karin his visit in 1726, by which ut 
apron, that he then had such an offer of a scttle- 
mem, in the midst of his friends, within twelve 
miles of London, as, if he had been ten vzars. 
younger, he would gladly have accepted: “ but I 
«© am now, says he, “ too old tor new schemes, 
„and especially such as would bridle me in my 
« freedoms and libcralitics.”” He hud also an in- 
vitation from Lord Bolinghroke to spend a winter 
with him at his house on the banks ot the Loire in 
France; and this he would have accepied, but that 
he reecived an account from I:ziand that Mrs. 
Johnson was dangerously ill. 

Mrs. j:h1nson's constitution was tender aud de- 
licate; and, az the Dean himself says, she hz not 
the Stamina vitæ. In the year 1724 she began visi- 
biy to decay, and in the year 1726 was thought to 
be dying, Ihe Dean reccived the news with ago- 
nies not to he felt but by the ten lerest and nous 
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ardent friendship, nor conceived but by the most 
lively imagtaton, and immediacly hasted back 
uno Ireland. 

It ha pencqd, houwev. r, that Mrs. Ichnson, con- 
trary to the ohen of her paysician, recovered a 
moore share H health, and the Dean, provably to 
complete some desen which in his haste he had 
left uriniacl, returned again two England in 
1727. 

From Fnyland he was once more about to set 
om fur France, vpon Lord Bulngbroxe's invitation, 
hin ners aniveid of the King's deaih, 

He had attended the lite Queer, while she was 
pri=cess, in Its turmer excu$wns to England; and 
he had on her t: vice in one week by her Roy ul High- 
ness s ccm. and in this. She had atways treated the 
Dean wich gicat crvility, zd the can had treated 
her with his usunl and heculiar ftrankness. The third 
day after the news of the late King's death he at- 
tended at court, and Kissed the Ring and cher Queen's 
hand upon their accc-sion, and was blamed by his 
friends tor deferr1.1;; it so lang. 

What prospect lie had of a change in public af- 
fairs on this event, or vi any adtamage which such 
a change might produce to himself or his friends, 
docs nut appear, but he was carnesily entreated to 

day his journey; and when he had again deter- 
rained to set out, he was, upon some new incidents, 
again prevailed upon not to go, by the vehement 
persuas ion of some persons whom, he says, he could 
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not disobey. Many schemes were proposed, in which 


he was eagcriy $ol.cit2d to engage; but he reccived 
them cold'y; not, as it appcars, because he was de- 
termined no more to enter into public life, but be- 
cause the schemes themsclves were such as he did 
not approve. However, in the same letter in which 
he says that if the King had lived ten days longer 
he should not have dated it from Lonicn, but Pa- 
ris, he says that his share in the hurry of the time 
would not be lung, and that he should soon 1e- 
turn. ; 

He was soon after scizcd with one of his fits of 
giddiness and deatness, a calamity which was greatly 
aggravated by the news that Nirs. Johnson was 
again so ill, that the physicians despanced of her life. 
Unon this occasion he relapse.] into the agonics of 
mind which he had felt the year before. H. expeRt- 
ed by the next post to hear that she was dead, and 
entreaied that he might be told no particulars, but 
the event in general, for that his age, being then 
within three months of sixty, his weakness, and his 
friendship, would bear no more. As he despaired 
of sceing her alive, he determined not to return to 
Irclaad so scon as he hal intended, but to pass 
the winter either ncar Salisbury Plain. or in France. 
Tuat he might not be interrupted by company, and 
conde:nned to the torment of suppressing his sor- 


ro to preserve the rules of good breeding, he 


quitted the house of Mr. Pope at Twickenham, 
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and rctired to a village near London, with a female 
relation for his nurse, The next letter that hei- 
ved he kept an hour in his pocket before he could 
sufficient ly fortify himself against tie shock which he 
expected when he should open it. However, as 
Stella's life ebbed by slow degrees, and sometimes 
Seemed at a stand, if not to flow, his hope of a 
parting interview revived, and he set out for Ireland 
as soon as he was able to travel. 

He found her alive; but, after having languished 
about two monihs longer, she expired on the 28th 
of January 1727-8, in the 44th year of her age, re- 
gretted by the Dean with such excess of atfection 
and estcem as the keenest sensibility only could 
feel, and the most excellent character excite. 

Beauty, which alone has been the object of uni- 
versal admiration an desire, which alone has ele- 
vated the possessor from the lowest to the highest 
station, has given dominion to Folly, and armed 
Caprice with the power of life and death, was in 
Stella only the ornament of intellectual greatness; 
and wit, which has rendered Deformity lovely, and 
conferred honour upon Vice, was in ver only the 
decoration of such virtue as, without either wit or 
beauty, would have compelled afiection, c:teem, and 
reverence. 

Her $tature was tall, her hair and eyes black, her 
complexion fair and delicate, her fratures regular, 
Soft, and animated; her shape casy and clegant ; 
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and her manner feminine, polite, and graceful z 
tiere was a natmal music in her voice, and a 
pie:t5ing complacency in her aspect, when she 
s Ke. 

As to her wit, it was col ſessed by all her acquaint- 
an e, and particulariy by the Dean, that she never 
fl. ! ww n the best dung tat was uld whenever 
she Was ia Company thungh her COmpa; ls WEE 
ure, (bouts of inc best understan ling in the 
K1..2 dn. 

But hie dangerous hoben was und 7 the Greco» 
tion o. sucht Swiimntss oi enmper, sach Jel.eral 
Kindnese, and reluctn et to Bite hau, that she never 
mdug.d u at the raxunce ut anvil 

Neuher was ho wi wail the colloquial 
Kind!: ste hal great force ef otic tiniy, could 
Latch thoughts in a rcguir 0), 5 uns and 
exprices them in correct and harmuniyvs verse. 
Ot her wit in conversation same instances wh be 
found under the name of Baut m3; and two spe- 
cin. ens of her poctry are to be t.und. Her virtue 
was founded upon humanity, and her religion upon 
reason. Her morals were uniform, but nut rigid ; 
and her acvotion was habitual, but not ostentatious. 

Why the Dean did nut sooner marry uus most 
excclient person; why he married her at al; why 
his marriage was so cautiuus!y conccaled; and why 
he was ne ver known to meet her but in the picsence 
of a third person, are inquiries which no man can 
answer, or has attempted to answer, wicl:out absur- 
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dity, and are therefore unprofitable objects of $pc- 
cuiation *, 


o 
> WE - 


the 11 y are, ner spirits might have become 
dezeted by her frequent re. ving in her mint tun d- 
ness of her situation. If we ons! this to kive been 


ness and vivacity; and thereforc, to raise her spirit, and 
to secure the fame of her innocence from all pos%bility 
of reproach, resolved to gratify her with the consclous- 
ness of being his legal wite. And this indeed, or ome - 
what very like it, how strange soever ald chimerical it 
may sound in the cars of the world, was certainly the rca- 
zon that he ever married her at all. 
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His peculiar connection with Mrs. Johnson docs 
deed appear to have been suspected, if not known, 
by his particular acquaintance, one of whom had the 
courage indirectly to blame his conduct several times, 
by setting before him the example of a clergyman 
of distinguished merit who married nearly in the 
Same circumstances, but instead of conc:aling his 
marriage, retired into thrifty lodgings till he had 
made a provision for his wife, and then returned to 
the world, and became eminent for his hospitality 
and charity. 

The Dean, whether moved by these representa- 
tions, or whether by any other motive, did at length 
carnestly desire that she might be publicly owned as 
his wife; but as her hcalth was then declining, 
and his economy become more severe, she said it 
was too late, and insisted that they should continue 
to live as they had lived before. To this the Dean, 
in his turn, consented, and suffered her to dispose 
entirely of her own fortune, by her own name, to 
x public charity when she died. 

It appcars by several little incidents that Stella 
regretted and disapproved the Dean's conduct, and 
that she sometimes reproached him with unkindness; 
tor to such regret and reproach he certainly alludes 
in the following verses on her birthday in 1726. 

O then, hatt er Heaven intends, 
Take pity on your pityim friends ! 
Nur let your Hs adect your mind, 
To fancy they can bc unkind. 


Me, surely me, you ought to spare, 
V'm gha bu your wuffOriage Share. 
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It seems indeed to be generally agreed that Stella 
was destroyed by the peculiarity of her circum- 
stances, and that the fabi ic, however weak by the 
dclicacy of its composition, would not have fallen s 
voon it the foundation had nut been injured by the 
slow minings of regret and vcxation. 

But it is also generally allowed that, in this in- 
Stance, as in cvery other, the Dean's intention was 
upright, though his judgment might be erroncous; 
and whatever censure his behaviour to Stella may 
draw upun hi u must iusure him some praisc, and 
secure him again»t some calumny : tor it is a de- 
monstration that he was the absoluie master of those 
passions by which the greatest have been enslaved, 
and the best Sometimes corruptiul; and it he could 
abstain from gratifying these — with a lady 
whom he most ad ned, after the gratification was 
become lau ful, lie cannot, with any appcarance of 
reason, be supposed to have induiged the same 
passion where there was less beauty to attract, and 
less affection to urge; where it would have besen at- 
tended with guiit and infamy; where the motives 
were less, and the obstacles mere. 

From the death of Stella his life became much 
more retired, and the austerity of his temper natu- 
rally increased. He could not join in the social 
cheerfulness of his public days, or bear such an 
intrusion upon his own mclancioiy as the cheerful- 
ness of others. Tliese entertainments, therefore, 
were discontinued, and he sometimes avoided the 
company of his most intimate friends, But when 
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the lenient hand of Tinze had allayed the anguish 
of his mind, he seems to have regretted the effects 
of its first violence, and to wish for the return of 
those whom his impatience had banished. In the 
year 1732, he complains, in a letter to Mr. Gay, 
that he had a large house, and should hardly find 
one visitor if he was not able to hire them with n 
bottle of wine. 1 generally,” says he, dine 
alone, and am thankful if a friend will pass the 
evening with me.” He complains also, about 
the same time, in a letter to Mr. Pope, that he was» 
in danger of dying poor and friendless, even his fe- 
male friends having forsaken him; which, as he 
says, was what vexed him most. These complaints 
were afterwards repeated in a strain of yet greater 
sensibility and self-pity. ** All my friends, says 
he, % have forsaken me. 

« Ver. nous, inops, sardus, male gratus amici. 

Deut, yiddy, helpicss, 1 ft atone, 4 

Tv all niy friends a burden grun. 

Yet he confesses that, though he was less pa- 
tient in solitude, he was harder to be pleased with 
company ; so that even now, perhaps, his beha- 
viour did not much invite those whom beforc it had 
His complaint of being forsaken by his female 
friends shews, that at this time his house was not a 
constant seraglio of very virtuaus women who at- 
tended him from morning till night, as my Lord 
Orrery has asserted; and it seems to imply, that 
the Observator is also mistaken when he says, that 
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males were rarcly acniutcd into his tous, and 
ever came but upon very particular invitations. 
he absence of persons whom he kept at such u 
©: tance, and so farcly admitted, couid scuce be 
upposcd to vex him most; nor is it csyYy to con- 
ccive in what sense they could be said to forsake 
him, v ho nevc; came but upon paiticular invitation. 
However, as to the scraglio, the Obscrvator athmus, 
in the most solemn manner, and from frequent in- 
tercourse with the Dean, and long mimacy win 
his most intimate trends, that Lord Onery ws 
grossly misinfermel, and that no such cover ub— 
sisted, Mrs. Whitcway, a ncar relation, who cane 
to hve with him some time as ter Steilu's death, be 
ing the oniv jemale in his family except <crvants, 

As he uvcd much in sclude he frequently amu- 
A himscif with uriting, as appear by the dates of 
many of his pieces which ave vubscquoert to 11s 
time: and it is very remarkable that, althougli hi, 
mind was certainly grecily dei read, and bus „rin 
cipal cnjuyRant at an and when Ns. Johns de; 
yet there is an air of uiflinz and len in Done of 
tle pieces Which he wrote after was that is not 10 
be icund in any oth yr, Suck, in pruticular, we his 
Ducctions io Servants, and several of his letters to 
Dr. Sheridan. 

Abe vas undoubtcdly n. uch more cnc :ly and 
strictly connected with Stela thin van wy ther 
woman, so his iendship Seems to hay c beten more 
Ital amd Wareaer ved Will Pr. Shertuanm than with 
any or mn; his letters to him are ev idently the 
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SHINING C4 USIONS ot lits wart, * net he wa. 
chef or g, and seem to imply a pertect acquil, 
ance With cut peculiari:yof his circinastances. 

Dr. Sun ten wasn clergymm of consiele rn 
puts awl eat an mags be hal, in particulr, „.. 
cxiens u nd critical knowledge of the language an. 
history of the ancient Greeks: and Romans, which 
un tight wth rat success in à graminar-$C:).4 
of which he was master; z and it was renz{k.! tha. 
in» Scholars brought to the university not only nc 
learning, but good morals. This genticman wa 
by nature suited to Switt as a conwpäamion in tmn. 
highest degree : he lan vein of hu nov: that wi; 
4 constant occasion of nierriment; he ad an g. 
sence of mind which rendered him a perostunl oh- 
ict of raillery, and an indolent jou nate whica 
made him unapt to take offences he was always 
disposed to he cheerful, and therefore really cha- 
curred in che entertainment of Swift's hours of 
pleasantry, and could, without much pain or dis 
pleasure, give way to his petuiance or his colduss 
in hi, 2 of fretlulness and rescrve: le 
also gleatly contributed io S wift's amu⸗ Inde, 1.5 
little sprigluly picces of the interior Kind ot poses, 
winch he was alwavs writing, and yet more to hi, 
employment, by hints and materials hn ne ve. 
crery moment throwing out. 

With this G neglig⸗ nt, contented creat::.” 
S ilt passe mch of n ume, as well during n;! 
jounson's liſe as afterwarde: and though tue 
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un general an air of superiority in his letters, and 
might be sometimes in his behaviour a want of that 
complacency which no familiarity should exclude, 
yet it appears that the Dean did not hold Sheridan 
cheap: Sheridan he loved for his own merit, and 
was content to have dezcrved his love by the inte- 
test of another. Stella, says he, © loved you well, 
« and a great share of the litile merit I have with 
you is owing to her Solicitations.” 

In the year 1713, when an attempt was made to 
repeal the Test- act in Ireland, the Dissenters often 
affected to call themsclves Brother Protestants, and 
Feilow Christians, with the members of the cstablich- 
ed church. Upon this occasion the Dean wrote a 
short copy of verses, in which there is a passage 
that o provoked one Bettesworth, a lawyer, and 
member of the Irish Parliament, that he swore, in 
the hearing of many persons, to revenge himsclf 
cither by murdering or maiming the author; and 
for this purpose he engaged his fobtman, with two 
ruffians, to secure the Dean wherever he could be 
found. As soon as this oath and attempt of Bet- 
tesworth were known, thirty of the nobility and 
geatry of the Liberty of St. Patrick's waited upon 
the Dean in form, and presented a paper, subscrib- 
A with their names, in which they solemnly, engaged 
1a bchalf of themselves and the rest of the Liberty, 
to defend his person and fortune, as the friend and 
benefactor of his country. 

Such was the reverence and aſſection with which 
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Swift was treated in his old age, not by domcstics 
or dependnts, ham the hope of Some tuturc wil - 
vantage might mduce to dissemble, but by persons 
of rank and tortunc, with whom he had no con- 
nexion but as a tenefactor to the public, and who, 
as they hal woining ivture to hope, could be 
promp.l.d only by graiiuie for the past; such or: 
tituſie as vis never vat excited but by characters 
very ditterent trom actual misanthropy or sordid 
selnshness. 

hen this he was delivered Swift was in bed, 
mddy and dent, having been some time before seiz- 
ech with one of his fits; but he dictated an answer, 
in which there is all the dignity of habitual pre- 
eminence, and all the resi-nation of humble picty. 
Though he acknowledged the kindness of his 
friends, vet he declared his trust to be in God. He 
bewazilec hs mcapacity to receive and thank them, 
as in justice and gratitude he ought, and concluded 
with a short but path-tic prayer for their temporal 
and eternal haprincss. 

These fits of giddincss and deafness, which wer: 
the effects of his surtfeit before he was twenty years 
old, became more frequent and more violent in pro- 
portion as he grew into years, and in 1736, While 
he was writing a $ati. on the Irish Parliament, 
which he called, The Legion Club, he was scized 
with one of these tits, the effect of which was $0 
dreadful, that he left the poem untinished, and never 
afterwards attempted a composition, either in verse 

G 11 


ixxv1, LIFE OF DR. JO, SWIFT. 
or prove, required a cou! of (thinking, or |; 
haps more than one sitting to finish. 

From this time his memory was perceived gra: 
ally to decline, and his passions to pervert his vn. 
derstanding; a calamity to which many particulars 
deem to have concurred. 

His solitude,which has been already accounted for, 
prevented the diversion of his mind by conversation 
from brooding over his disappointments, and ag- 
gravating every injury that he had suffered, by all 
the circumstances which ingenious resentment, it it 
does not find, is apt to create. A resolution which 
he had taken, and to which he obstinately adhercd, 
not to wear spectacles, precluded the entertainment 
which he might otherwise have found in books; 
and his giddiness, though it was a mere corporal 
disorder, prevented the employment of his mind in 
composition. In this situation, his thoughts seem 
to have been confined to the contemplation of his 
own misery, which he felt to be great, and which 
in this world he knew to be hopeless. The sense oi 
his present condition was necessarily complicated 
with regret of the past, and with resentment both 
against those by whom he had been banished, and 
those who had deserted him in his exile. A fixed 
attention to one objeR, long continued, is known to 
destroy the balance of the mind; and it is not there- 
fore strange that Swift should by degrees become 
the victim of outrageous madness. 
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Thu he was weary of lite appears by many pas- 
442 4 1N his leitcrs, and expressions to his friends“. 
„ 1739, three years after his memory first declined, 
+» had been standing with a clergyman under a very 
large, heavy, pier glass, which, just as they moved 
0 anther part of the room, fell down, and brok. 
'0 picces. The clergyman, struck with a sensc ot 
he danger from which they had escaped, turned, to 
>witt, and cried out, What a mercy it is that w. 
moved the moment we did! for if we had not 
wwe should certainly have been killed. The Dean 
replied, that as to himself he was sorry he had 
changed ground, and wished the glass had fallen 
upon him. 

Till about the time of this accident, though hi. 
memory was become very defective, and his passions 
more violent, yet his conversation was $till sprightly 
and sensible, but mingled with more satire, and 
«at satire was more bitter. He also continued to 
correspond by letter with his triends in England, 
particularly Mr. Pope, with whom he had contract- 
ed an ear:y friendship, which continued till his 


It was, for many years before the Doctor had lost his 
memory, 4 common :aying ot his, at the time of his part- 
ing in the evening with an intimate friend that used to 


visit him twice or thrice a- weck. Well; God bless you; 
„ gvod-night to you; but I hope I shall never ser you 
again.“ In this manner he would frequently express the 
desire he had to get rid of the world, after a day spent in 
chcerfulness, without any provocation from anger, mr] m- 
ole, or disappointm' ts 
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Acath. It has been sud, that towards the end of 
heir lives it grow cold; but the Dean, in a leiter to 
Lord Otti, ua ich he wrote a vhert time before his 
capacity, ive, “ When you see my dear friend 
« Pope, ici him I witi answer his letter soon; 1 
jene him above a the jest of nrukind. He has 
also call! lr. b luis dearcst fend in his will ; 
and Nr, I pe, in a letter which was written about 
the sam. ate nales this request, “ Avur him 
„ (the Deum) the world has nothing in it I admire 
„so much, nothing the loss of which I shoull re- 
„ gd so much as his genius and his virtues. 

In the beginning ct the vc. 1741 his understand- 
ng was so much in red, und his pass:ons so much 
122 codon wu be was utter! incapabie of conver - 
sation. Strangers were not bene, to approach 
him, and his friends found it necessary to have 
zuardians appointed of his person and estate. Early 
in the year 1742 his rea-en Was wholly subverted, 
and his rage bxcame solute madness. The last 
person whom he knew was Mrs. Whiteway, and 
the sigi of her, when he knew her no more, threw 
him into fits of rage so violent and dreadful, tha. 
She was forced to Icave him; and the only at of 
kindness that remumed in her power, wos to call 
Once or twice a-week ac the Deancry, inquire after 
his health, and sec that proper care was taken of him. 
Sometimes she would steal a look at him when his 
hack was towards lier, but did no. dare to venture 
into his sight. He would neither cat nur drink whil- 
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the scrrant who brought him his provisions $t1d 
in the room: his meat, which was served up ready 
cut, he would sometimes suffer to stand an hour on 
the tall: before he would touch it, and at last he 
would cat it walking; for during this deplorable 
tate of his mind it was his constant custom to walk 
ten hours a-day. 

In October 1742, after this frenzy had continued 

zeveral months, his left eye swelled to the size of 
n egg, and the lid appcared to be so much inflam- 
and diiscoloured, that the surgeon expected it to 
mortuy: several large boils also broke out on his 
rms and his body. The extreme pain of this tu- 
mour kept him waking near a month, and, during 
one week, it was with difficulty that five persons 
Kept him, by mere force, trum tearing out his own 
eyes. 

It has been observed that corporal pain, whether 
by forcing the mind from that object which has en- 
grossed it, or by whatever means, has r>stored lu- 
natics to tHe use of reason; and this g ect, in a great 
degree, it produced upon the Dean : for zust before 
the tumour perfectly subsided, and the pain left him, 
he knew Mrs. Whiteway, took her by the hand, and 
spoke to her with his former kindness. That day, 
and the following, he knew his physician and sur- 
geon, and all his family, and appeared to have so 
far recovered his understanding and tempcr, that 
the surgeon was not without hopes he might once 
more enjoy society, and be amused by the compan' 
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oi his old rind. 1 is hope, buwrever, was but of 
Short duration; 10 a id gays alterwards he sun 
into 24 $ale os Lia INSENSIDILLLY, slept much, and 
could ma, with ut great dithcuity, be preva:le.! 
upon to walk cross the room. ius was the effect 
of another bodily di>xase, his brain being loaded 
with wa«i. NI. Siovins, an intgentous clergyman 
ot Dublin, pronounced this to be the case durin:; 
his ülness, aud, upon opening las budy, it appeared 
that he wa wet nuüstaken: but though he often en- 
treated the uns triends and phystcians that his 
Read in t by uepanncd, and the water di: charged, 
no rega Was par to his opinion or his enreaty. 

Alter the Dean had continued silent a whole year 
in this state or helpless stupor, his kouskooper went 
into his room on the 3oth of November, in the morn- 
ing, and told him tht it was his birthday, and then 
bonfres and illuminations were preparing to cul - 
brate it as usual. To this he numediately replied, 
It is all folly; they had better Jet it alone. 

Somc other instances of sliort intervals ot sechs- 
bility and reason, alter his malness had ended in 
stupor, scem io prove that his disorder, whatever it 
was, hau not destroy cd, but oniy suspended. the 
powers of his mind. 

He was sometimes visited by Mr. Doane Swift, a 
relation, and about Christmas 1743 he seemed de- 
suous io speak to him. Mr. Swift then told him bc 
came te dine with hunz and Mis. Ridgeway, tlie 
row oikocpct, umnnediatcly sud, “ Won't you g:.c 
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« Mr. Swift a glas, of wing, Sir? To ties h. 
made no anwer, by: owed that he ankeweor tine 
question, by susi up his shoulder s, as ac 1c 
buen used to do winn he haha mind a triend should 
md the evenin; with Lim, and which was 7 
much as to sax, „eu will rum me mm wing. 
Soon after he on ene ny ured, with a good dez! 
ot pm, to tin Wort; bit ut last, aticr many et- 
torts, not being ae, he fetched a deep sigh, and 
was afterwards sitent. tew months atterwards, 
upon his housechesper's removing a kuiſe as he was 
Long to catch at i, he shruggged up his shculders, 
and said, “ I] :im whai I am; 1 am what 1 am; 
and in about six mi 4i:tc5 repeated the same words two 
or three times. 

In the year 1744 he now and then called his Ser- 
vant by his name, and once attempting to speak 10 
lim, but not being able to express his meaning, h. 
Showed signs of much uncasiness, and at last saicl, 
« I :zmatoul.” Once aiicrwirds, as his $:rvant wit 
taking away his vwaich, he said,“ Bring it here; 
and when the sazne ant was breaking a large hard 
coal, he said, * Inu is a stone, you blockkead.* 

Pm this time he was perfectly silent ui Ul 
ter- end of October 1745, ani! then died, without the 
Ic#st pang er covulsion, in the 78th vear of has 
age, 

By his will, which is dated in May 1740, just be- 
tore he ccased to be © ro::50nable being, he left about 
1200, in specific leacie , and the rest of lus fortune, 
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which amounted to about 11,000. to erect and en- 
dow an howital tor idiots and lunatics. 

He was buricd in the great aisle of St. Patrick's 
Cathedral, under a stone of black marble, inscribed 
with an cpitaph in Latin written by himself. 

From this Narrative of his lite, and from his 
Works, the striking peculiarities of his character 
may casily he collected; but there are some inci- 
{ents which relate to his conversation, and some 
which respect his person and private economy, which 
Should by no means be omitted. 

In company he neither wrapped himsclf up in his 
own importance, without deigning to communicate 
his knowledge or exert his wit, nor did he engross 
the conversation by perpetual and overbearing lo- 
quacity. His rule was, never to speak more than a 
minute at a time, and then to wait at least as long 
tor others to take up the conversation, after which 
he had a right to peak again. His colloquial style, 
like that of his writings, was clear, torcible, and 
concise. He greatly excelled in punning, a talent 
which, he said, no inan affected to despise but those 
that were without it; and his conversation would 
have furnished a more excellent compendium ot this 
specics of wit than was ever yet compiled, or perhaps 
ever will. Some of these sallies of his imagination 
are still remembered, and among others the follow - 
ing, which may serve for 

He happened to be at the Castle, in the Lieute- 
nancy of the Earl of Pembroke, when a learned phy- 
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t.cian was haranging hl Ezcedhoncy upon the na- 
ture and qualities of heres, which he was propeits ty 
calling 2 nation and conmonwealth :' “ We, ma 
« Lord, Says Swift, „ they arc a nation, ad of 


& cat antiquity: Vou Know, ny Lord, Nioscs takes, 
© notice of them; he members che Hwites among 
4 


the nations winch Joshua was ajpporited to con— 
% quer. 6 

He was another tm: in company with a lady, 
whose long tam happorct to weep down a fine 
nddle aud break it; upon wich Le mncdiemely 
Fried out, 

\ Mm ua vac mae net un mm vine Cre” ae. 

But his conversation abuuded Mich turns of wit 
oi a ingher Kin. Being ove day at a tries tea>!, 
who, after several other oats hal been drank, called 
out to him, Mr. Dean, Thi trade of Ircland;”” 
The Dean turned: bout, and immediately answered, 
% Sir, I drin no memories. 

He giculy adnmed the taients or the late Duke 
of Wharton, and hearing him, cne day, recount 
many ot his trulics, Ay, my Lord, said he, “ you 
4% have had many trolics; but let me recommend 
one more to you; take a frolic to be virtuous: I 
& assure you it will do you more honour than all 
« the rest. 

The Dean alsc g:catly excelled in telling a story; 
and though, in che latter part of his life, he was very 
apt to tell his stories too often, yet his wit, as well 
as his virtue, was always superior to the wretc.ed 
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expedients of those despicable babblers who are per- 
petually attempting to put off double extendre and 
protancness tor humour and wit. His conversa- 
tion was in the highest degree chaste, and wholly free 
from the least tiacture ot irreligion. 

As he was zealous to preserve all the delicacies of 
conversation, he was always best pleased when some 
of the company were ladies: and in a letter to Lord 
Oxford, he guys, „“ Since women have been left out 
« of all mectings, except parties at play, or where 
« worse designs arc carried on, our conversation has 
very much degenerated.” And m this instance his 
example 15 a reproot to those pedants, who upp 
that women are never in their proper sphere but in 
the diessing-room or the nurscry. 

It the conversation turned upon scrious Subjects, 
he was neither petulant in the debate, nor negligent 
of the issuc. He would listen with great attention 
to the arguments of others, and whether he was or 
was nut engaged as a disputant himself, he would 
recapitulate what had been said, state the question 
with great clearness and precision, point out the 
controverted particular, and appeal to the opinion 
cither of some neutral person, or of the ma'ority. 

It is, however, true, that he kept his friends in 
some degree of awe; and yet he was more open to 
admonition than flattery, if it was offered without 
arrogance, and by persons of whosc ability and ho- 
nesty he had no doubt. In his poem of Baucis and 
Philemon, which docs not consist of quite two hun- 
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dred verses, Mr. Addison made him blot out four- 
core, add tourscore, and alter fourscore. It was cu- 
Stomary with his friends to make him some little 
annual present on his birthday; something, accord- 
ing to his own definition of a present, which was of 
no great value, but which could not be bought; and 
Dr. Delany, soon after he was admitted to some de- 
gree of intimacy, sent him, with such a memorial of 
his esteem, some verses, in which he upbraids him, 
though with great delicacy, for misapplying his t1- 
lents, and admonishes him to turn the force of ridi- 
culc, of which he was so great a master, upon those 
who had lahoured to employ it against the sacred 
doctrines of Christianity. The Dean, as he had suf- 
tered Addi sonꝰs correction with approbation, receiv - 
ed this admonition with kindness: he sighed, and 
aid, with great appearances of regret, that it was 
too late; and trom that day took all occasions to 
distinguish Delany ly the name of Friend. 

He had indeed no skill in music, and so was not 


* able to entertain his company with a song, to which 


some men of great dignity and great parts have con- 
descended ; but his power of riclicule extended even 
to music, of which he gave an instance too singular 
to he forgotten. 

Dr. Pratt, who was then Provost of Dublin Col- 
lege, had acquired much of the Italian tastc for music 
in his travels; aud Tom Rossengrave, a celebrated 
performer, being just returned from Italy, played a 
voluntary at St, Patrick's Cathedral, where Dr, Pratt 
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herd him, and Swift was also present. The Doctor 
lay en i dine zu the Deanery the same day, and 
„ $0 tra frant in his encomidins on Rossen - 
r. colimtary, tam several of the company said 
tte, wind they had heard it. Do you?” said 
Swift; © hen you 5\rill hear it still;“ and imme- 
diately he sung vat o lively, and vet so ridiculous, 
n inention of it, that all th: company were Kept in 
e/nunual lauge till it was vier, except one void 
Seren, who sat with great composite, and tho 
he listened, „ Shewed neither cui ny nor appro- 
b. tion. After the entertammnent, he was asked by 
dome e the company how it happened tiiat he had 
been no more afected by the music? to winch he 
answered, with great grazity, i hat he had heard 
Mr. Rossengsave himself play it bene. Such was 
Swift as a companion: as a master lie was not less 
romarkahic or meritorious. 

As he expected punctual, ready, and implicit 
obedience, he always wicd his servants, when he hired 
them, by some 1cst of their humility. Among other 
questions, he always asked whether they understood 
cleaning shocs? *“ h. cause, said he, „ my Kitchen- 
& wonch has a scullion that does her drud zery, and 
© one part of the business of my groom and tootman 
is constantly to clem her shoes by turns. It they 
scrupled this the treaty was at an end, if not, he gave 
them a flther hearing. 

His Kitchen-wench, however, was lus cook, a wo- 
man of a large size, robust constitution, aud coarse 
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teatures, whose face was very much scamed ith the 
small-pox, and furrowed by age. This woman he 
always distinguished by the name of Swertheurt. 

It happened one day that Sweetheart greatly over- 
roasted the only joint he had for dinner; upon which 
he sent for her up, and with great coolness and gra- 
vity, 4 Sweetheart, ' says he, “take this down into 
the Kitchen and do it less. She replied, “ that was 
impossible. Pray then, said h, © it you hal 
raastedd it too Intic, could you have done ii more ? | 
« Yes, che said, „n, cod casits have done thut. 
+ Why then, Sweetheart,” replica the Dean, “let 
me advise you, if you must commut a tault, commut 
n tault that can be mended.” 

Jo the rest of his servants, indeed, he appeared to 
church am austere, but in reality was one of the 
WL ma ters in the world, He allowed them buard- 
Wages at he highest rate chen Known; and it he em- 
proyed them about any thing out of the ordinary 
cours: of their service, he always prud them to the 
full value of the work, as he would have paid another. 
Wich these emolumen:s, and the fiayments from his 
rable, he expected they should find themselves in vic- 
ruals, and all other necessaries, except the liveries, 
which he gave them. If, in this situation, their ex- 
pences were greater than their income, it was judged 
a sufficient rcason to discharge tlie; but, on the 


contrary, as Son as they had saved a full year = Wa- 


Zes, he constantly paid them legal interest tor t, and 
ook great pleasure in seeing it accumulated tes sun. 
H 1j 
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which ra.giut sctile them in some employment it he 
Should die, or if they found it advisable 10 quit his 
der ice, which seldom haphened: and he with whom 
ius Servants liese long has indubitable witnesscs that 
lic 15 a good master. 

It is also certain that, notwithstanding the appa- 
rent austerity of his temper, he did not consider hi- 
Servants us {607 Saw, to Whose service he had a 
right, in consideration merely of his moncy, and owed 
them no reciprocal oHigation. 

He ha 4 +cor) ant whom he used to call Saunders, 
that lived long with him, and at length fell sick and 
dietl. In his ick ners, which lasted many monihs, 
Swift took cur tnt ali possible relief and assistance 
Should be aftorded him; ad when he died, he buried 
him in the south aisle ot his cathe.lral, and crected 1 
«mall piece of statuary to his memory, with this in- 
scription: 


Here lieth the body of 
ALEXANDER MAGEE, 
SERVANT TO DOCTOR SWIFT, 
Dean o St. Patricks. 
His nrateſul mates cansed this monrment to be ere? - 
ed in tuns. of ls disereticn, fidelity, and diligence, 
in that Fiurzbir ctersien. 


Gb, Aar. 2.4. 1721, al. 29. 
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In the original copy, which the author of the Ob- 
Servations saw ein the Dean's own hand, the expres» 
vion was . strongen, and mor to the Dean's ho- 


His grateful ſrieud and mater. 


But a person oi the Dean s acquaintance, who 1s 
much more distinguished tor vamty than Wisdom, 
prevailed upon him to ae out friend, even in oppo- 
dition to his own well-known maxun, 1 hat 2 faith 
iul Servant should always be cunsideres) not as 2 
poor Slave, but an humic friend. Of this person the 
name is na; told: but to conccal it is rather in justice 
than mercy ; lor he ougtu, on this occasion, to in- 
herit a disgi ace at Icast proportionate to the honour 
winch he tound means to withhold from Swift. 

As a member of civil society he was a zealous ad- 
vocaie tor liberty, the detector of fraud, and the 
scourge of ophression. In his private capacity he 
was not only charitable, but generous; and whatever 
misanturopy may be found in his writings, there 
Accs not appear to have been any in his life. 

His writings in defence of the poor infatuated pco- 
ple of Ireland are well Known; and that he might 
not be wanting himself while he pleaded their cause 


with others, he constanly lent out a large sum of 


money, in small portions, to honest, diligent, and ne- 
ces sous tradesmen, wo paid it wit a small gratui- 
ty by way of interest to the person vcho kepi the 2c- 
count of the disbursements and weekly paymen! 
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tor he recaved back these loans by a certain Sun 
out of the weekly profit of the borrower's trade, 
in such proportions that the whole should be repaid 
in a-vcar. 

Bevides this, he frequently gave away 55, and 10/. 
when proper objects offered, without any parade. He 
was indeed diligent to rcheve the poor, and at the 
Same time to encourage industry, even in the lowest 
Station, and used regularly to visit a great number of 
poor, chicfly women, as well in the public strrets as 
in the by alleys, and under the arches of Dublin. 
Some of these sold plums, some hobnails, others tape, 
and others gingerbread ; some knitted, some darned 
stockings, and others cobbled shocs : these women 
were most of them old, dctormed, or cripled, and 
sone were all three, He saluted them with great 
kindness, asked how they thruve, and what stock they 
had? If the ware of any of them was such as he could 
possibly usc, or pretend to use, he bought some, and 
paid tor every halfpenny-woth six-pence; if not, 
he always added something to their stock, and strict- 
lv charged them to be industnous and honest. 

It must be contessed that these acts ot bounty did 
not appear to be the erfects of compassion; tor uf the 
Soft sympathy with distress that sometuncs Sparkles 
in the eye, and sometimes glows upon the check, he 
Shewed no sign, and he may theretorc be supposed to 
have wanted it. However, it is certain that he was 
wholly trec from ill- nature; for a man can have no 
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complacence in that evi; which he is continually husy 
to remote. 

His bounty had not indeed the indiscrminating; 
ardour of blind instinct, and if it had, it would not 
have bern the instrument of equal happiness. To teed 
idle ness is to propa gate misery and discourage vir- 
tue; but to insure the reward of industry, is to be- 
Stow a benefit at once upon the individual and the 
public; it is to preserve trom despair those who 
struggle with diſſiculty and disappointment ; it 15 10 
supply food and rest ta that labour which alone can 
make food tastetul and rest sweet, and to invigorate 
the community by the tull usc of those members which 
would otherwise hecome not only uscless but hurt- 
tul; as al mb in which the vital fluid ceases to circu- 
late will not only wither bit corrupt. In this view, 
then, the bounty of Su it was, like every other 
Christian duty, a reasonable service: and that he felt 
no secret plensure in the calamit ies of others, may be 
fairly conc.uded not only from this general practice, 
but from many particular facts, in which he appcars 
to have bern watchtul and zealous to alleviate dis- 
tress by unsolicite j and unexpected liberality. 

It happened that a young gentleman of his choir, 
being abroad w:th his gun, suffered irreparable hurt 
by its going off accidentally. When the Dean heard 
of it he expressed great concein;z and having paused 
a little, Well,“ said he, „ this will be a good 
«« time at once to reward merit and alleviate distress; 
Iwill make him a Vicar; which he did accord- 
ingly the same hour, 
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There are some infirmities to which the mind a> 
well as the body naturally becomes subject in the de- 
cline of life. The desire of accumulating wealth al- 
most always incrrascs in proportion as it becomes 
more absurd; and those are most tenacious of money 
to whom money can be of least usc. It has been 
generally said that this weakness is the effect of long 
acquamtance with mankind, who are found to deserve 
less confidence and less kindness as they are more 
known. And indeed, though this opinion should not 
hastily be admitted, it must yet be confessed, that the 
first article in which men lessen their expenses is 
generally the muney they have been used to give 
away, and that they gradually lose the inclination to 
do good as they acquire the power. But Swift, if he 
was not exempt from the infirmity, was yet clear of 
the vice ; if his economy degenerated into avarice, 
it must be confessed that his avarice did not contract 
his bounty; and he suffers no degradation in his mo- 
ral character who, when the practice of any virtue is 
become more difficult, is yet able to exert it in the 
same degree. 

Swift turned all the evil of excessive frugality upon 
himself; it induced him to walk when he had been 
used to ride; and he would then say he had carned 
a Shilling or eighteen pence, which he had a right 
to do what he pleased with, and which he constant- 
ly applied to his usual charities, which by this expe- 
dient he could continue, and yet expend less upon 
the whole than before. But the distribution of this 


charity even was marked with the peculiarity of his 
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character; for that he might proportion his bounty 
to the necessities and the merit of various objects, 
and yet give but one piece of money at a time, hc 
constantly kept a pocket full of all sorts of coin, trom 
a silver three-pence to a crown piece. 

But as his desire of immediate gain was not gra- 
tified at the expense of the poor, to whose distresscs 
he was a witness, neither was it gratified at the cx 
pense of those whom it was impossible he Should 
know, tho he had many opportunities of doing i:. 

He once resolved never to renew a certain lea. 
belonging to the Deanery, without raising the rent 


301. a-year. Ihe tenant had often solicited him, in- 


Strad of raising the rent to take a large fine; and this 
man, a very short time before the Dean lost his me- 
mory, urged him with a very large sum, supposing, 
that as raising the rent could only enrich the Dean's 
>uccesSvr, and a large fine would come into his own 
coffer, he should certainly succeed. The Dean, how- 
ever, maintained his integrity, refused the offer with 
indignation, and fulfilled his purpose of raising the 
rent, though at this time his memory was so bad, that 
the next day he did not remember what he had done, 
and his love of money $0 predominant over every 
thing but his virtue, that though he complained of 
being deserted, yet he banished his best friends, 
merely to save the expense of entertaining them, and 
would sometimes refuse them a single bottle of wine. 
As an ecclesiastic he was scrupuously exact in the 
exe"cis of his function, as well with regard to $pi- 
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ritual as temporal things. As to his cathedral, he 
expendcd more money to support and adorn it, than 
had been applicd to the same use in any period 
since it was first built. He was extremely exact and 
consc ientious in promoting the members of his choir 
acording to their merit, and never advanced any per- 
son to a vicarae wi was not qualified in all respects, 
and in the highest degree, whatever their interest, or 
however recomacr.ded ; and he once refused a vicar- 
age to a person tor whom the Lady Carteret was very 
unportunate, though he declared to her Ladyship, 
that it it had been in his power to have made the gen 
tleman a dean or a hishop he would have obliged her 
willingly ; becausc, he said, deancries and bishoprics 
were preterments in which merit had no concern, 
though the merit ot a vicar would be brought to the 
test every day. Nor would he suffer one Shilling of | 
the cathedral-money to be alienated from is proper 
use, even for the purpose of charity. When auy per- 
son solicited such an alienation, he used to tell them 
that this moncy was appropriated; but, says he, as 
you declare the person to le relieved is an ob ect of 
Christian charity, I will give out of my private purse 
any sum proportioned to my revenue, if you will con- 
tribute a sum in the same proportion to yours. My 
Deanery is worth seven hundred pounds, your in- 
come is two z if you will give two shillings I will give 
Seven, or any larger sum after the same rate. 

As to the poor in the libe:ty of luis ewn cathedral, 
they were better 12gulated than any other in the 
kingdom; they vere zi badged, and wart never 
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found begging out of their district: for these he 
built and furniscd a little alms-housc, being assist- 
ed by some voluntary cuntributions, and preverved 
among them uncommon cleaaliness and decency by 
constantly visiting then in person. 

It has already been icmarbed, that though he did 
not himself understand music, yet he always attend- 
ed at ihe performance of the anti, Mat re choir 
nught do their duty; but he n. "> al Ct PI actice 
yet more singular and more usctul. As on as the 
preacher mounicd the pulpit, he pulled out a pencil 
and piece of paper, and carefully noted wratever vas 
wrong, both in the expressiolis aud the mauer in 

they were delivered, whether they were too 

lastic to he generally understood, or so ccarse aud 

rar as to lose their dignity; and he never failed 

to nuke these the subject of an admonition to the 
preacher as soon us he came into the Chapter-housc, 

He improved even his living of Laracor, though 
he continued there but a short ume, and leit borh 
the house and glebe a convenient and agrecable rc- 
treat to his successor at a considerable expense, tor 
which lie knew no return would be made to his exe- 
cutors ; and he determined to ausct his right ot ab- 
sensc against the Archbisop of Dublin, at the ex- 
pense of several hundred pounds, at a time when he 
did not believe he should ever more claim che privi- 
lege tor himzzsclt, because he would not en danger the 
liberty or his successor by an inmrious precedent. 

T here is no act of viiiuc which meu have so ofter; 
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substituted for the peculiar positive duties of Chris- 
tians as hbcrality to the poor, nor any by which they 
have so often hoped to atone for the breach of every 
other moral obligation. 

But the Dean, though he abounded in charity, was 
not less dliligent in the practice of other virtues, or 
tos devout and constant in the solemnities of reli- 
gion. He was remarkably temperate both in-eating 
and drinking; he was not only just, but punctual in 
his dealings, and he had an inviolable regard for truth. 
Ax he constantly attended divine worship when he 
was at home, o he used always to go en ly to church 
when he was in London; and never to sleep without 
assembling his family in his own chamber to prayers. 

It has often been remarked that virtuc in excess be- 
comes vicious, and not only precludes the reward of 
the possecs+0r, but produces rather nuschief than good 
to others. An abhorrence of hypocrisy was a strik- 
ing particular in Swift's character; but it is difficult 
to determine whether it was more a virtue than a 
vice, for it byought upon him the charge of irreligion, 
andencouraged others to be religious. In proportion 
as he abhorred hypocrisy he dreaded the imputation 
of it, and therefore concealed his picty with as much 
diligence, as others conceal those vices which custom 
has not made reputable. His constant attendance 
at church, when he was at the Deanery, he knew 
would be considered as the duty of his station; but 
whatever had the appearance of voluntary devotion 

he always took care to hide. When he went to 
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church in London it was carly in the morning; s 
that though he was constantly at prayers, and at the 
Sacrament, yct he appeared to neglect both, as he was 
at home when others were at chuch. And when he 
went to prayers in his family, the scrvants assem- 
bled at the appointed hours as it were by stealth, 
without any notice from a bell, or any other call, ex. 
cept the striking of the clock; so that Dr. Delany 
was Six month's in his family betore he suspected 
him of this untashionable practice. I he same prin 
ciple upon which he thus studiously avoided the ap- 
pearances of good made him frequently incur the ap- 
pearances of e u, especially when an opportunity of - 
fered of indulging his pecular vein of humour, and 
gratifying his natural disposition. One instance of 
this has already been given, in his solemn address to 
his clerk from the desk, by the name of Roger; but 
there are others which are less excusable. Soon 
after he was made Dean of St. Patrick's, he had 
dined one Sunday with Dr. Raymond, Vicar of 
Trim, a little town near Dublin. When the bell 
had rung, the people were assembled to evening 
prayers, and Dr. Raymond was preparing to go to 
the church, which was not distant more than two 
hundred yards; “ Raymond, said the Dean, 1 
« will lay you a crown that I begin prayers befor 
«« you this afternoon.” Dr. Raymond accepted the 
wager, and immediately both ran as fast as they 
could towards the church. Raymond, who wa- 

Ti 
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much 1.4.44 than Swift, arrived fist at the door, 
and when he entercd the church walked decently to- 
wards the reading-desk. Switt never sſackened his 
pace, but running up the aisle, left Dr. Raymond 
behind han in the middle of it, and stepping into the 
dusk, without putting on a $urplice, or opening the 
Prayer-buuk, began the service in an audible voice, 
and thus won his wager. 

It has been common among the pretenders to wit 
to affect greut contempt for every kind of regularity ; 
to live, or uc d to live, ina state of continual dis- 
vipaiion, vithout regard io the return of those sca- 
sons which hae hen generally allotted io particular 
purposes, without sleeping er waking, or eating or 
dining, like the rest of mankind, To recover 
these unhappy wrachcs from a cor tion so deplo- 
rable as tg uphtees indignation, a yet so Eon- 
temptibie 2s *carce 10 c*cne pity, it 18 here record- 
td that the ine of Switt was in the h-ghest degree 
uniform and regular; his how's o: walking and 
reading, of cxercisc and amuscment, never varied; 
and iht he might keep the revolution of his em- 
ploymeuiis with greater exactness, his watch was al- 
most con stantiy either in his hand, or on the table 
beſore him. 

As his abhorrence cf hypocrisy exempted him 
from atfectation, the natural equity of his mind se- 
cured him against cuvy. Envy scems to be a desire 
H cquaiiry, grauſed by degrading others, as emu- 
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lation is a desire of equality, gratified by advan- 
cing ourselves. It does not appear that Swift, upon 
a supposition that he had no $uperior, was without 
emulation ; but by his ready assistance to advance 
the reputation and cirsumstances of others, he ap- 
pears to have been free from envy. 

He cultivated genius wherever he found it, and 
in whatever degree, with great zeal and assiduity, 
and would carefully spend much time in correcting 
and improving any literary composition that had 
the least appearance of ingenuity, Nor was tl 
kindness confined to those whose parts could neve; 
come in competition with his own. He started ma 
ny hints to Mr. Gay, which he pursued with great 
success; and he recommended Congreve, Addison, 
Parnell, and many others, to those whose favour 
was most likely to render them conspicuous. 

Among his singularities was his resolution neve: 
to wear spectacles, and his obstinate perseverance in 
the use of too much exercise. His want of spectacle 
made it difficult to read, and his immoderate exer- 
cise wasted his flesh, and produced a poorness in 
his blood, as he was often told by his friends and 
physicians, Dr. Helsham and Dr. Gratton, and as 
afterwards appeared by experiment; for when he 
was reduced to a state of idiotism, and ceased from 
walking, he recovered his flesh in a short time. 

He was cleanly even to superstition; his nails were 
always pare to the quick, to prevent the least ga- 
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thering of dirt under them; and he never dressed 
without a bason of water by him, with which he 
caretuily clcauscd his feet. In his person he was 
robust and masculinez his d-portment was com- 
manding, and his walk crect. iiis voice was Sharp 
and hi, h-toncd, especially when he read prayers, 
but not effuninat e; and there was a natural seve- 
rity in lus aspect, which even his smiles could 
SCArce soſten, nor his utmo<t gaicty relax. 

His manner was without ceremony, but not rus- 
tic, for he hai a pertct knowiedye of all the modes 
and variations of politeness and con; piaisance, 
which he praétiscd in a manner pecubar to him- 
«It; and the respect that was due to bim by 
these rules hc tek care to exact without the least 
abatement. 

It vill icadily be admitted that every man has 
dome app: tite, af ction, or dig osition, w hich either 
in kind or in degree is wregular, and vrhich it is the 
province of reason to oder and restrain. As it will 
always happen that in some instances passion will 
predonunate, 21d reason in others, it follows that 
there must be seime dissimilitude in every character, 
from which Swift's cuuli not therefore be ex-mpt ; 
but, upon th. Welle, it will he :vπν⁰nd uncommonly 
Stcady and unit. rm; though some, to screen their 
ow scatiered and is consistent repicsentations of it 
from ceusure, have pretended that it was capricious, 
various, and contradictery. 
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Swift appcars to have been naturally temperate 
and chaste; it was therefore casy for lum to be fiu- 
gal; but he was also naturally high-spirited; an 
therefore as wealth is the pledge of ini pcndence, it 
is not strange his frugality should verge toward 
cxcces. However, as he acted upon principles 
not only of general virtue, but of the noblest moral 
5ystem of Christianity, he did not deliver himselt 
up to natural propensmes when they weie contrary 
to his duty, and therefore his love of moucy did not 
contract his charity to the poor, or defraud his su- 
cussors to curich himself. The same spirit which 
s cured his integrity, by disdaining the meanness of 
a lic, produced tuat dread of hy pocrisy which con- 
ccaled his picty, and betrayed him into appearanc.s 
of evil; and ie same want of natural tenderness, 
winch made him ap pr obdurate and austere, tran» - 
ferred the distribution of 11s liberaimy fiom mstint 
to religion, and made that which in other's is an ex- 
ercise of seif love, in him an act of obedience to 
God. 

Such was Dr. Jonathan Swift, whose writings 
either stimulme mankind to sustain their dignity as 
rauonal and moral beings, by chewing how low they 
stan in mere aum nature, or fright them trom 
indecency, by holding up its pictut e hefore them in 
its native derormity; and whoze life, wit all the ad- 
vamages of genius and learning, was a scale of in- 
telicity gradually ascending, tiu pain and anguish 
destroyed the facultics by which tie were felt. 
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While he was viewed at a distance with envy hc 
became a hurthen to himself; he was torzaken by 
his friends, and hiz menery has been loaded with 
unmerited repioach: his Lite, therefore, does not 
afford less instruction than his Writings, since to 
the wise it may teach humility, aud to the simple 
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SOME PARTICULARS 
IN DR. SWIFT'S CHARACTIX, 
Extr cted from 
Lord Or remis Remarks on M. Swift « Fe. 
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FROM LOKD OKRERY. 


Ds. Swift was in the decline of life when I knew 
him. His fr.cndship was an honour to hie; and, 10 
day the truth, I have cven drawn advantage irom 
his errors. 1 have beheld him in all humours ant 
clis „ositions ; and I have formed various speculations 
trom the $everal weaknesscs to which I ob-erved him 
liable. His capacity and strength of mind were un- 
cvoulbredly equi] to any tak Whatever. His pride, 
his spirit, or his ambition, call it by what name you 
please, was boundless; but his views were checked 
in his younger years, and the anxicty ot that disap- 
pointment had a visible effect upon all his actions. 
He was sour and <cverc, but not absolutely ill-na- 
tured. He was sociable only to particular 
friends, and to them only at particular hours. 
He knew politeness more than he prattise:l it. He 
was a mixture of avarice and generosity : the former 
was trequently prevalent; the latter seldom appear- 
ed, unless excited by compassion. He vas open 
to adulation, and could not, or would not, distin- 
guish between low flattery and just applausc. His 
abilities ren/ſered him superior to envy, Hewas un- 
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disguiacd, and perfectly vincere. I am induced to 


think that hc entered into orders more from some 


private and fixed resolution than from absolute choice. 
Be that as it 1aay, he performed the duties of the 
church with great punctuality, and a decent degree 
of devotion. He read prayers rater in a strong 
nervous voice than in a graceful manner: and al- 
though he has been often accused of irreligion, no- 
thing of that kind apprared in his conversation or 
behaviour. His cast of mind induced him to think 
and <peak more of Politics than of icligion. His 
perpetual views were directed towards power, and 
his chief aim was to be removed into England; but 
when he found himself entirely disappointed, he 
turned his thoughts to opposition, and became the 
patron of Ircland. 

Few characters have atforded so great a variety of 
faults and beauties. Few men have been more known 
and admired, or more envied and censured, than 
Dr. Switt. From the gitts of Nature he had great 
pow dis, and from the imper ſection of humanity he 
had many tailings. I always considered him as an 
abstract and brief chronicle of the times, no man be- 
ing better acquainted with human nature, both im 
the highest and in the lowest scenes of life, His 
friends and correspondents were the greatest and 
most eminent men of the age; the sages of anti- 
quity were often the companions of his closct: and 
although he industriously avoided an ostentation of 
learning, and generally chose to draw his materials 
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trom his own store, yet his knowledge in the an- 
cient authors evidently appears from the strength of 
lus sentiments, and the classic correctness of his 
style. 

His attendance upon the public service of the 
church was regular and uninterrupted : and indeed 
regularity was peculiar to him in all his actions, 
even in the greatest trifles. His hours of walking 
and reading never varied: his motions were guided 
by his watch, which was so constantly held in his 
hand, or placed before him upon his table, that hc 
«cldom deviated many minutes in the daily revolu- 
tion of his excrcises and employments. 


FROM MR, DEANE SWIFT, 


IL'urcharacter of Dr. Swift is o exccedingly strange, 
various, and perplexcd, that it can never be drawn 
up with any degree of accuracy. I shall, however, 
remark Some fo particulars, without venturing to 
atiempt the delineation of a character which hath 
enurcly baffled all endeavours hitherto made cither 
by triends or enemies. 

Swift's natural temper seems to have been a mi- 
raculous compound of the placid and the severc : 
the placid frequently had the superiority in his 
breast ; awd the severe, in its turn, when excited by 
the follics and corruptions of human-kind, as fre- 
quently the predominance. 

He was by nature of a spirit wonderfully exalted, 
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His pride, if pride it must be called, was of a tur 
peculiar to hanzcit : his whole deportment was of 
a piece: he Would nut have Stooped to conversc 
veth the greatest monarch in Europe upon any terms 
lower than equality. 

He know tun point the respect that was due to 
um, which he ock care to exact without any sort 
of abatements. It will aꝶpear trom the following 
instance with what quickness he resemed any taiiure 
in good manners: An English clergy man, appoint- 
ed 4 Bishop in Ireland, cut lis 2aiValll One ꝓeorn- 
ing to the Dean, to by the tavour of him io order 
St. Patrick's Caliicdral io ot 1c. dy against the 
ea. ay tor his ci. ration. The Doctor 
mann grant s reis but aid he 
int der ce Cllr to be in readincss against 
thc Suns , tolluwing, When tc $cryant was gone, 
ile Pour told a tend then wien hang that he could 
as well mac had the cuuch ready against the next 
as gainst the 1uwing dunday ; but, said he, my 
reason for reſusing to grant that geatleman's request 
Wiz, becuuse he ought 10 have come himscif, and 
not sent Nis scrvant ty me upon such a message. 

Neither could hie ends to be treated with any 
wit cf fam'larity, or that n man living (his three 
or four acauaintances in England cnly cxcepted) 
Should rank hümscli in the number of his friends. 
A young person d quailty, upon SOME occasion or 
other, orcc ventured to uidiic:s Dr. Swift in che 
tyic of Deer Fart, and (i huet the Doctor's 
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ſriend. When the Dean opened his letter, which was 
designed as a compliment, his indiguuticn took ins 
stant fire. Dear Swyt! said he; wiat monstrous 
familiarity is here! But when he tound the letter- wri- 
ter had called himzcli his friend, he was out all pati- 
ence. * My friend! my friend! said he; * Pich, 
« psha; my friend! But. (saiu he, recuilecting him- 
« gf )—hc is a Lord, and so let it pass. 

Swift's spirit, was formed with asongreluctance 
to submission of any kind, and particularly he paid 
no regard to the monitions of his friends and phy- 


| | Sicians, who had frequently admonished him of his 


over-excrcise. This was nut owing to his being 
weary of life; it was from an old settled principle, 
contirmed and rivetted in his mind when he was in 
the height of his glory and the meridian of his life; 
a principle, indeed, which he maintains, or at Icast 
endeavours to maintain, with infinite wit and hu- 
mour, in a letter to Mrs. Johnson, Nov. 3, 171 
who had advised him to take physick upon the fall 
of the leaf. A fig, (saith he) Madam, for your 
« physick : if I grow worse I will; otherwise I will 
trust to temperance and exercise. Your fall of a 
« leaf! what care I when the leaves fall? I am 
« sorry to wee them fall with all my heart; but why 
„ should I take physick because leaves fall off from 
* trees ? that won't hinder them from falling. If a 
«© man falls off a horse, must I take physick for that? 
«© This arguing makes you mad; but it is true 
right reason, not to be disputed. 

Folume J. K 
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He was not only above all tincture of envy in his 
composition, but his talents were so great, that he 
was totally superior to the emulation of all inferior 
wits : they every one of them bowed down to him 
as to the viccroy of Apollo. 

The demon of malice was also a stranger to his 
heart, and well it might ; for if at any time he was 
attacked with injurious treatment, he never smother- 
ed his reverge, like a way-laying coward, until a 
sater opportunity, but, like a brave and generous spi- 
rit, knocked down his adversary directly on the spot. 

The common vices and foibles of human-kind he 
lashed with great severity, in order to restrain their 
infiuence, and, if it were possible, to hinder the con- 
tagion trom sprrading in the community; yet still 
without making examples of particular persons ; but 
sloves to party, and traitors to the public interest, 
he exposed without mercy to the derision of the 
world. It may be thought, perhaps, that private 
animozity frequently gave an edge to his satire. I 
cannot tell but in some cases it might; but then it 
should be considered that Dr. Swift never looked 
upon himself in the character of a private person. 
He knew that a patriot, like an Asiatic prince, must 
make himself dreaded : if he be once foiled his 
power is at an end. And withovt controversy, 
dominion, absolute dominion, he had resolved to 
posses over the minds of men, especially over the 
minds of his countrymen ; and accordingly he did 


pos$css it. 
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Swift was certainly a man of great ambition, 
though he denies it in his writings ; but his amhi- 
tion, ever directed by the rules of honour, was oi a 
noble exalted strain, worthy to be cherishey in the 
breast of an angel. 

In his private character he was a man of fine ad- 
dress, and perfectly well bred. He knew to a point 
all the modes and variations of complaisance and po- 
liteness ; and yet his manners were not tram like 
thosc of any other mortal; but, corrected by gener- 
ral observation, and adapicd to his own peculiar 
turn of genius, they shone forth, always culiven- 
ed more or less with some spirit of dominion, in a 
blaze of politeness so inimitably and so determi- 
nately his own, that in effect they scemed to be 
the result of pure nature, uncopicd from any the 
brightest or the fairest original. 

Swift talked a great deal in all companics, with- 
out engrossing the conversation to himself. In the 
character of a tete à tete companion he rather cxcel- 
led himself: few that are equal to him in that respect, 
perhaps none that are his superiors can be found upon 
carth. He was by no means in the class with those 
who pour down their eloquence like a torent, driv- 
ing all before it: far from any desires of that sort, 
he equally loved to speak, and loved to hearken. 
Like Falstaff, he not only had wit himselſ, but fre- 
quently was the cause of wit in others. However, 
that universal reverence which was paid to his great 
abilities frequentlystruck adamp on the spirits of those 
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who were not perfectly well acquainted with him; an 
effect of mudesty which, however, did not always 
happen to be construrd to their advantage, unless in 
the case of very young people; for when such persons 
were gone, if none but his intimates were present, 
he would express himself with some degree of emo- 
tion, and ciy, Such a one, I have heard, is a very 
great man; vr, Such a one, they say, has abundance 
of learning z o, Such a one, 1 have been told, has 
an excellent understanding; but God deliver me from 
such companions ! 

If we consider Swift as a divine and a Christian, 
we shall find him although not so grave, yet at least 
as perfect, as the most tamous of his contempora- 
nies. His first setting out in the world may bethought 
some hit singular in this profane, hypocritical, 
cori upied age. We are assured from his own ac- 
counts that his ideas of religion were so cxtremely 
delicate, that he could not but entertain some scru- 
ple, notwithistanding his fortune was very small, of 
entering into the church merely ſor support, although 
it is plain that he had early separated himself to the 
work of the ministry. He was of a genius tho- 
roughly well adaptcd for the improvement of any 
congregation whatever, his arguments being always 
clear, cogent, and satisfactory. But surely those 
improved, extensive abilities, which rendered him at 
once the delight and the admiration of the world, 
were never designed by his Creator to be confined 
within the narrow limits of any parish or diocess. 
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In his private character, as a man of religion, he 
appears to have been a great and shining example of 
Christian faith and morals. In himself he was 
chaste, sober, and temperate. I remember he once 
told me occasionally, that he never had been drunk 
in his life. In his general behaviour he was open, 
tree, disengaged, and cheerful. In his dealings wih 
the world he was honest and sincere. In relicving 
the poor and the distressed he was liberal to prof . 
vion, if denying himself, and throwing upon the wa- 
ters above a third part of his income, will entiile hun 
to the character of being exceedingly gonere:: +, 
With regard to his faith, he was truly orthodcs ; 
moreover, he was regular, exceedingly regular, in 
vll his duties to God, especially in attciuling che pub- 
licx worship, vet still without any parade or colour ot 
ostentaion. But, to crown his whole character as a 
man of religion, and to shew how much he detrsted 
that satanical vice of hy pocrisy, I shall transcribe a 
paragraph from a sermon of his not yet published, 
on the Excellency ol the Christian Religion opposed 
to Heathen Philosophy. Christian Wisdom (saith 
«+ hc) is without partiality : it is not calculated for 
this or that nation or people, but the wholc rice of 
„ mankind; not tothe philosophical schemes, which 
„ were narrow and conũned, adupted to their pecu- 
„iar totens governments, or sctls 3 but in every 
nation he that fewrcih God and worieth righte- 
ousness, is accepted with him. Lastly, It is with- 
deut hypoericy; it appears to be what it really is3 
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« it is, all of a piece. By the doctrines of the Gospel 
« we are so far from being allowed to publish to 
© the world those virtues we have not, that we are 
„% commandcd to hide even from ourselves those we 
44 really have, and not to let our right hand know 
„ what our left hand does; unlike several branches 
4 of the Heathen wis:lom, which pretended to teach 
„ insensihity and indifference, magnanimity and 
% contempt of liſe, while at the same time in other 
« parts it belied its own doctrincs. 


Some par'.culars concerning Dr. S:viſt. Taker from 
Ars. Pilkington's Memoirs. 

Maes. Pilkington's acquaintance with Dr. Swift 

commenced trom sending him «ome lines on his 

birthday ; these the Dean received very kindly, aud 

said he would sce her whenever she pleased. 

A few days atter she was introduced to the Dean 
in Dr. Delany's garden at Delville, by a gentlewo- 
man. He saluted her, and asked the lady if she was 
her daughter? The lady smiled, and said, she was 
Mrs. Pilkington.“ What, says he,“ this poor little 
* child married! God help her! she is early enga- 
„ gaged to trouble. The Dean engaging Mr. Pilk- 
ington to preach for him at the Cathedral next Sun- 
day, invited her, with the rest of the company, to 
dinner. As the communion is administered every 
Sunday an St. Patrick's church, Mrs. Pilkington 
was charmed to sce with what a becoming piety the 
Dean performed that holy scrvicc, which he had $0 
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much at heart, that he wanted not the assistance of 
the Liturgy, hut went quite through it without ever 
looking in the book. He bowed at the table, which 
behaviour was censured, as favouring of Popery: 
but this circumstance may vindiczte him from the 
wicked aspersion of being deemed an unbchever, 
Since it is plain he had the utmost reverence for the 
eucharist. Service being ended, the Dean was sur- 
rounded at the church-door by a crowd of poor, tv 
all of whom he gave charity except an old woman, 
who held out a very dirty hand to him. He told her, 
very gravely, that though she was a beggar, water 
was not so scarce but she might have washed her 
hands. When they came to the Deanery, the Dean 
kindly saluted Mrs. Pilkington, and, without al- 
lowing her time to sit down, bade her come and set 
his library, but merrily told Mr. Pilkington, who 
was for tollowing them, that he did not desire his 
company. Well, said he to her, “I have brought 
you here to shew all the money I got when I was 
« in the ministry; but don't steal any of iti. 1 
% wont, indeed, Sir, said she. So opening a cabi 
net, he shewed her a parcel of empty drawers :; 
„ Bless me! says he, “the money is flown.” He 
then opened his bureau, wherein he had a great num- 
ber of curious trinkets of various kinds, some of 
which were presented to him by the Earl and Coun- 
tess of Oxford, Lady Masham, and Lady Betty 
Germain. At last coming to a drawer filled with 
medals, he bade her chuse two for herself; but he 
could not help smiling when she began to poize 
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them in her hands, chusing them by weight rathe; 
than antiquity. 

At dinner the Dean's behaviour was very humo- 
rous. He placed himsclf at the head of his table, 
opposite to a great pier glass, so that he could see 
in the glass whatever the servants dil behind hin. 
He was served entirely in plate, with great elegance; 
but the becf being over-roasted put the company all 
in confusion. The Dean called for the coox-maid, 
and ordered her to take the beef down stairs, and 
do it less. She ans wercil, very innocents, that s 
could not. Why, what sort of a creature me 
« vou, says he,“ to commit a fault which cannot 
„ be amended. And turning to Mrs. Pilkington, 
he said very gravely, * That he hosted, as the cook 
«« was a woman of genius, he should, by this man- 
« ner of arguing, be able, in about a year's time, 
* to convince her she had better send up the ment 
too little than too much done ; charging the man 
servants, whenever they imagined the incat was 
ready, they should take it spit and all, and bring it 
up by force, promising to aid them in case the cook 
resisted. Then turning his eye on the looking- 
glass, he espied the butler opening a bottle of ale, 
and, helping himself to the first glass, he very kindly 
jumbled the rest together, that his master and guests 
might all fare alike. Ha! fricud, said the Dean, 


« Sharp's the word, I find; you d:ank my ale, for 


© which I stop two shillings of your bourd-wagcs 
« tlus weck; for I scorn to be outdone in any thing, 
even in cheating. 


as a A 4a G a a db e SS a ap t& @  ©S & ob 


3 a ! 


CHARACTERS OF DR. JON. SWIFT. xcvii 


Dinner being ended, the Dean thanked Mr. Pil- 
kington for his Sermon. I never,” said he, preach- 
« ed but twice in my life, and then they were not 
t Sermons, but pamphlets.” Mrs. Pilkington asked 
him what might be the subject of them? He told her 
they were against Wood's halfpence. Having asked 
Mr. and Mrs. Pilkington if they could smoke? and 
being answered that they did not; “ Tis a sign, 
said he,“ you were neither of you bred in the Uni- 
«« versity of Oxford, tor drinking and smoking are the 
« first rudiments of learning taught there; and in 
those two arts no university in Europe can outdo 
„ them. Having asked Mrs. Pilkington if she had 
any faults ? “Pray, Mr. Dean, said Dr. Delany, 
« why will you be so unpolite as to suppose Mrs. Pil- 
« kington has any faults? * I'lItell you” replied the 
Dean; “whenever I sec a number of agreeable qua- 
« litics in any person, I am always sure they have bad 
ones sufficient topoizethe scale. Mrs. Pilkington 
bowed, and told him he did her great honour, in that 
copving Bishop Berkley, whom she had frequently 
heard declare, that when any speech was made to 
him which might be construed either into a com- 
pliment or an affront, or that had two handles, he 
al ways took hold of the best. 

The Dean then asked Mrs. Pilkington if she were 
a queen what she would chuse to have after dinner? 
She answered, . Your conversation, Sir. Pooh! 
said he; I mean what regale. A dish of coffee, 
Sir,“ ans werd she. Why then, said he, Iwill 
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o far make you as happy as a queen; you shal! 
* have >ome in perfection; tor when 1 was Chaplain 
« tothe Earl of Berkeley, who was in the goveramant 
here, I was so poor 1 was obliged to keep a coffee- 
« house, and all the nobility resvricd to it to talk trea- 
„son. The Lean then set about making ihe coltee 3 
hut the fire scorching his hand, he called to Mrs. 
Pilkington to reach him nis glove 3 and changing the 
colfcepot to his left hand, held out his right one, or- 
dering her to put the glove on it, which accordingly 
e did; when taking up part of his gown to 1a him- 
seif with, and acting in the character of a prudish 
lady, he said, Well, I don't know what to think; 
« women may be honest that do such tiuiags; but, 
« for my part, I never could bear to touch any man's 


« fiesh—cxcept my husvand's, u hon, perhaps, 


said he,“ She wished at the devil, 

*« Mr. Pilkington, said he,“ you would not tell 
me your wife's faults ; but I have found her out to 
„be a d—n'd insolent, proud, unmannerly slut.“ 
„What has she done now? said Mr. Pilkington, 
„ Done,” said the Dean; „hy nothing, but sat 
there quietly, and never once offered to interrupt 
ume in making the coftee; whereas a lady of mo- 
dern good breeding would have struggled with me 
« for the coffeepot till she had made me scald my- 
« self and her, and made me throw the coffee in 
« in the fire, or perhaps at her head, rather than 
permit me to take so much trouble for her. 

Mrs. Pilkington staid at home with the Dean du- 
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ring the time of the afternoon's service, and he made 
her read his History of the four last Y cars of Q. Anne, 
asking her, at the conclusion of every period, whether 
she understood it? “ for I would, said he © have 
« it intelbgible to the meanest capacity; and it you 

« comprehend it, tis possible every body may. 

She accompanied the Dean to evening-prayer, and 
on their return to the Deanery he told Mr. and Mrs. 
Pilkington that he gave them Icave to stay to sup- 
per, which from him was sufficient invitation. The 
Dcan then decanted a bottle of wine, and the last 
Elass being muddy, he called to Mr. Pilkington to 
drink it; “for, says he, © I always keep some poor 
« parson, to drink the foul wine for me. Mr. Pil- 
kingtun entering into his humour, thanked him, and 
told him he did not know th: dificrence, but was glad 
to get a glass at any rate. Why then,” said the Dean, 
« you shan t, for ['ll drink it mysc lx. V hy, px take 
%u, yon are wiser than a paltry curate whom Lask - 
ed to dine with me a few days ago; for upon my 
« making; the same specch to ham, he told me he did 
« not understand such usage, and go walked off with - 
out his dinner. By the same token I told the gen- 
& tlemaa who recommended him to me that the 
te fellow was a blockhead, an! 1 had done with 
um.“ 

The Dean then missing his golden bottle scre. 
told Mrs. Pilkington, very sterniy, be was sure she 
had stolen it. She a rmel, very gricasly, she had 
nut z upon which he lool 4 r*, and fund u 
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where he himself had laid it.“ Tis well for you,” 
said he, ** that I have got it, or I would have charged 
« you with theft. Why, pray, Sir, said she, 
« should I be suspected more than any other per- 
« in the company? For a very good rcason, 
said he, “ because you are the poorest. 

At their going away the Dean handed Mrs. Pil- 
Kingion down all the steps to the coach, thanking 
them for the honour of their company, at the same 
time slipping into her hand as much money as Mr. 
Pilkington and she had given at the offering in the 
morning, and coach- hire also, which she durst not 
refusc, lest she should have been deemed as great a 
blockhead as the paison who refuscd the thick 
Wine. , 

In one of the Dean's periodical fits of deafness 
he sent for Mrs. Pilkington, who having come, 
he brought out to her a large book, finely bound in 
Turkey leather, and handsomely gilt. This, 
said he, is a translation of the Epistles of Ho- 
4 race, a present from the author; tis a special 
% good cover; but I have a mind there should be 
„ something valuable within side of it. So taking 
out his penknife, he cut out all the leaves close to 
the inner margin. Now, said he, “ I will give 
„ these what they greatly want; and put them all 
into the fire. © Your task, Madam, is to paste in 
these letters, in this cover, in the order I shall 
« give them to you: I intended to do it myself, 
„but that I thought it might be a pretty amusc- 
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« ment for a child, so I sent for you. She told 
him she was extremely proud to be honoured with 
his commands, but requested to have leave to read 
the letters as she went on. Why, said the Dean, 
& provided you will acknowledge yourself amply 
« rewarded for your trouble, I don't much care if 
« [ indulge you 80 far. 

In reading the letters she could not avoid remark - 
ing to the Dean, that notwithstanding the friend- 
chip Mr. Pope professed for Mr. Gay, he could not 
fobear a great many satirical, or, if she might be al- 
lowed to say so, envious remarks, on the success 
of the Beggar's Opera, The Dean very frankly 
owned he did not think Mr. Pope was so candid 
to the merit of other writers as he onght to be. 
She then ventured to ask the Dean whether he 
thought the lines Mr. Pope addresses him with in 
to him? wiz. . 

© thou ! whatever title plense thine car, 

% 1 believe, said he, <* they were meant as 
such, but they are very stiff. Indeed, Sr, 
said she, “ he is 80 perfectly a master of harr - 
% nious numbers, that had his heart been thel! ast 
affected with his subject he must have writ bet- 
ter. How cold, how forced, are his lines to you, 
* compared with your's to him 

Hail, happy Pope! whose gen'rous mind, &c. 
«« Here we see the masterly poet, and the warm, 
«« gincere, generous friend; while he, according te 
Velume I. L 
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tc the character he gives of Mr. Addison, damms w:th 
« faint praise. —“ Well,” replied the Dean, 
« I'll shew you a late letter of his. He did so; and 
Mrs. Pilkington was surprised to find it filled with 
low and ungentleman- like reflections both on Mr. 
Gay and the two noble persons who honoured him 
with their patronage after his disappointment at 
court. Well, Madam, said the Dean, what 
* do you think of that letter? (seeing she had gone 
« quite through it.) Indeed, Sir, replied she, I 
« am sorry I have read it; for it gives me reason 
„to think there is no such thing as a sincere 
4 friend to be met with in the world. — “ Why,” 
replied he, authors are as jealous of their prero- 
„ gative as kings, and can no more bear a rival in 
„ the empire of wit than a monarch could in his 
% dominions.” Mrs. Pilkington then observing a 
Latin sentence writ in Italics, desired the Dean to 
explain it.“ No,” replied he, smiling, I'll leave 
« that for your husband to do. I'll send for him 
« to dine with us, and in the mean time we'll go 
« and take a walk in Naboth's vi ſh 
« Where may that be, pray, Sir?” said she, 
« Why, a garden,” said the Dean, I cheated one 
« of my neighbours out of.” When they entered 
the garden, or rather the field, which was square, 
and inclosed with a stone wall, the Dean asked her 
how she liked it? “ Why, pray, Sir, said she, 
«« where is the garden? © Look behind you, 
said he. She did so, and observed the south wall 
was lined with brick, and a great number of fruit- 
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trees planted against it, which being then in blos- 
vom looked very beautiful. What are you 80 
intent on? said the Dcan. The opening bloom,” 
replied she; © which brought Waller's lines to 
my remembrance. 
Hope waits upon the fou "ry prime. 

« Oh!” rephed he, “you arc in a poetical vein; 
thought you had been taking notice of my 
« wall : tis the best in Ireland. When the masons 
«« were building it, (as most tradesmen are rogues) 
I watched them very close, and as often as they 
could they put in a rotten stone; of which, 
however, I took no notice till they had built 
three or four perches beyond it. Now, as I am 
„an absolute monarch in the liberties, and King 
ef the mob, my way with them was, to have the 
« wall thrown down to the place where I observed 
the rotten stone, and by doing so five or six 
„times, the workmen were at last convinced it was 
« their interest to be honest:—< Or else, Sir, 
said Mrs. Pilkington, “your wall would have been 
as tedious a piece of work as Penelope's web, if 
« all that was done in the day was to be undone at 


night. „Well, answered the Dean, I find 
you have poetry for every occasion; but as you 


cannot keep pace with me in walking, I would 
have you sit down on that little bank till you arc 

«« rested, or I tired, to put us more upon a par. 
She seated herself, and away the Dean walked, 
or rather trotted, as hard as cver he could drive. 
Ly 
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She could not help smiling at his odd gait ; for she 
thought to hersclf he had written so much in praise 
of horses, that he was resolved to imitate them as 
nearly as he could. As she was indulging this fancy, 
the Dean returned to her, and gave her a strong 
confirmation of his partiality to those animals. 
I have been considering, Madam, as I walked.” 
said he, what a fool Mr. Pilkington was to marry 
« you; for he could have afforded to keep a horse 
« for less money than you cost him; and that, you 
must confess, would have given him better excr- 
« cise and more pleasure than a wife. Why, you 
« laugh, and don't answer me—is not it truth?” 
I must answer you, Sir, replied she, with 
„another question: Pray how can a bachelor judge 
« of this matter? 1 find, said he, you are 
« vain enough to give yourself the preference.” — 
4 « I do, Sir,” replied she, © to that species here; 
| « to a Houyhnhnm I would, as becomes me, give 
% preference. But, Sir, it is going to rain. —“ I 
„hope not, said he, for that will cost me six- 
« pence for a coach for you (the garden being at 
some distance from the house.) Come, haste; O 
„how the tester trembles in my pocket! She 
obeyed, and they got in a- doors just time enough 
to escape a heavy shower. Thank God, said 
« the Dean, I have saved my money. Here, 
« you, fellow, (to the servant) ©* carry this six - 
«« pence to the lame old man that sells gingerbread 
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© at the corner, because he tries to do something, 
% and does not beg. 

Mrs. Pilkington was shewed into a little street- 
parlour, where was Mrs. Brent, his housckeeper. 
„ Here," says he, Mrs. Brent, take care of this 
« child, while I take my walk out within doors. 
The Dean then ran up the great stairs, down one 
pair of back-stairs, up another, in so violent a man- 
ner, that Mrs. Pilkington could not help expressing 
her uncasincss to Mrs. Brent lest he should fall 
and be hurted. Mrs. Brent said it was a customary 
exercise with him when the weather did not permit 
him to walk abroad. 

Mrs. Brent then told Mrs. Pilkington of the 
Dean's charity; of his giving above half of his 
yearly income in private pensions to decayed fami- 
lies; and keeping 500. in the constant service of 
industrious poor, which he lent out 5. at a time, 
and took the payment back at 15. a- weck; which, 
she observed, did them more service than if he gave 
it to them entirely, as it obliged them to work, and 
at the same time kept up this charitable fund for 
the assistance of mary. You cannot imagine, 
said she, what numbers of poor tradesmen, who 
« have even wanted proper tools to carry on their 
« work, have, by this small loan, been put into a 
% prosperovs way, and brought up their families in 
« credit. The Dean, added she, ** has found out a 
* new method of being charitable, in which, how- 
ever, I believe he will have but few followers ; 
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* which is, to dcbar himself of what he calls the 
% $uperfluitics of life, in order to administer to the 
& necessities of the distressed. You just now saw 
« an instance of it: the money a coach would have 
* cost him he gave to a poor man unable to walk. 
„When he dines alone he drinks a pint of beer, 
« and gives away the price of a pint of wine. And 
thus he acts in numberless instances. 

The Dran came to dine with Mr. and Mrs. Pil- 
kington at their Lilliputian palace, as he called it; 
and, who could have thought it? he just looked in- 
to the parlour, and ran up into the garret, then into 
Mrs. Pilkington's bedchamber and library, and 
from thence down to the kitchen; and the house 
being very clean he complimented her upon it, and 
told her that was his custom; and that it was from 
the cleanliness of the garret and kitchen he judged 
of the good housewifery of the mistress of the 
house; for no doubt but a slut would have the room 
clean where the guests were to be entertained. 

He was sometimes very rude, even to his supe- 
nors, of which the following story, related to Mrs. 
Pilkington by himself, may serve as one instance 
amongst a thousand others. 

The last time he was in London he went to dine 
with the Earl of Burlington, who was then but 
newly married. The Earl being willing, tis sup- 
posed, to have some diversion, did not introduce 
him to his lady, nor mention his name. It is to be 
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observed that his gown was generally very rusty, 
and his person no way extroardinary. After din- 
ner, said the Dean, Lady Burlington; I hear you 
* can sing; sing me a song. The lady looked 
on this unceremonious manner of asking a favour 
with distaste, and positively refused him. He said 
she should sing, or he would make her. Why, 
« Madam, I suppose you take me for one of your 
% poor English hedge parsons; sing when I bid 
« you.” As the Earl did nothing but laugh at 
this freedom, the lady was so vexed that she burst 
into tears and retired. 

His first compliment to her when he saw her 
again was, Pray, Madam, are you as proud and 
4 as ill-natured now as when I saw you last? 
To which she answered, with great good humour, 
No, Mr. Dean; I'll sing for you, if you pleasc. 
From which time he conceived great esteem for 
her. But who that knew him would take offence 
at his bluntness. 

Mrs. Pilkington could not recolle that ever she 
saw the Dean laugh; perhaps he thought it beneath 
him; for when any plcasantry passed which might 
have excited it, he used to suck his checks to avoid 
risibility. He uscd frequently to put her in mind of 
Shakespear's description of Cassius: 


He is a great discerner, and he louks 
Quite throurh the deeds of men 
Seldom he smiles, and smile in such a sort 
As if he mock d himsetf,, and scorn'd his spit ir, 
That could be mov'd to smile at any thing. 
Jul. Caczar. 
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Mrs. Pilkington believed the Dean's early youth 
did not promise that bright day of wit which has 
since enlightened the learned world. Whilst he was 
at the University of Dublin, he was so far from be- 
ing distinguished for any superiority of parts or 
learning, that he was stopped of his degree as 2 
dunce : when she heard the Dean relate this circum- 
Stance, she told him she supposed he had been idle; 
but he affirmed to the contrary, assuring her he 
was really dull: which, if true, is very surprising. 

« I have,“ says she, “often been led to look on 
« the world as a garden, and the human minds as 
« so many plants set by the hand of the great Crea- 
« tor for utility and ornament. Thus some, we see, 
« early produce beautiful blossoms, and as soon fade 
„% away; others, whose gems are more slow in un- 
folding, but more permanent when blown ; and 
others again who, though longer in arriving at 
perfection, not only bless us then with shade and 
« odour, but also with delicious wholesome fruit. 

He was a perpetual friend to merit and learning, 
and utterly incapable of envy ; for in true genuine 
wit he could fear no rival. 

It has been often observed, that where great ta- 
lents are bestowed, there the strongest passions are 
likewise given. This great man did but too often 
let them have dominion over him, and that on the 
most trifling occasions. During mcal times he was 
evermore in a storm; the meat was always too 
much or too little done, or the scrvants had offended 
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in some point imperceptible to the rest of the com- 


pany : however, when the cioth was taken away he 
male his guests rich amends jor the pain he had 
given them; for then 

vn; truly min led in the friendly bow! 

1 hit ſeas: Of ea on and the fuw of u. POPE, 
Yet he preserved strict temperance, for he never 
drank avove half a pint of wine, in every glass of 
which he mixed water and sugar; yet, if he liked 
his company, would sit many hours over it, unlock - 
ing all the springs of policy, learning, true humour, 
and inimitable wit. | 

The following story the Dean told to Mrs. Pil- 
kington. 

A clergyman, who was a most learned fine gen- 
tleman, but under the softest and politest appcar- 
ance conc-aled the most turbulent ambition, having 
made his merit as a preacher too eminent to be 
overlooked, had it carly rewarded with a mitre. 
Dr. Swift went to congratulate kim on it; but told 
him, he hoped, as his Lordship was a native of 
Ireland, and had now a seat in the House of Peers, 
he would employ his powerful elocution in the ser- 
vice of his distressed country. The prelate told 
him the bishoprick was but a very small one, and he 
could not hope for a better if he did not oblige the 
court. Very well, says Swift, © then it is to be 
* hoped, when you have a better you will become 
« an honest man. Ay, that I will, Mr. Dean, 
says he, “ Till then, my Lord, farewell, answe- 
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red Swift. This prelate was twice translated to 
richer sers, and on every translation Dr. Swift 
waited on him to remind him of his promise; but 
to no purpose: there was now an archbishoprick in 
view, and till that was obtained nothing could be 
done. Having, in a short time, likewise got this, 
he then sent for the Dean, and told him, „I am 
% now at the top of my preferment; for I well 
% know no Irishman will ever be made Primate; 
« therelorc, as 1 can rise no higher in fortune or 
« or station, I will zcalously promote the good of 
% my country.“ And from that time he commenced 
a most outrageous patiiot. 
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A CRITICISM ON DR. SWIFT'S POEMS. 


Tus poetical performances of Dr. Swift ouglit to be 
considered as occasional poems, framed either to 
please or vex some particular persons. We must 
not suppose them designed for posterity. If he 
had cultivated lis genius in that way, he must 
certainly have exceiled, especially in satire. We 
sce fine sketches in several of his pieces, but he 
Seems more desirous to inform and strengthen his 
mind, than to indulge the luxuriancy of his ima- 
gination. He chuses to discover and correct er- 
rors in the works of others, rather than to illustrate 
and add beautics to his own. Like askilful artist, 
he is fond of probing wounds to their depth, and of 
enlarging them to open view. He prefers caustics, 
which erode proud flesh, to softer balsamics, which 
give more immediate ease. He aims to be severely 
useful rather than politely engaging; and as he 
was either not formed, or would not take pains, to 
excel in poetry, he became, in some measure, su- 
perior to it, and assumed more the air and manners 
of a critic than of a poet. Had he lived in the same 
age with Horace, he would have approached nearer 
to him than any other poet; and if we may make an 
allowance for the different course of study, and dif- 
ferent form of government, to which each of these 
great men were subject, we may observe, in several 
instances, a strong resemblance between them. 
Both poets are equally distinguished for wit and 
humour; each displays a peculiar felicity in dic- 
non; but of the two Horace is the more elegant 
4 and delicate; while he condemns he pleases. Swift 
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takes pleasure in giving pain. The dissimilitude 
of their tempers might be owing to the different 
turns in their fortune. Swift early formed large 
views of ambition, and was disappointed : Horace, 
from an exiled low state, rose into affluence, and 
enjoyed the favour and friendship of Augustus. 
Each poet was the delight of the principal persons 
of his age. Cum magnis wixizse was not more 
applicable to Horace than to Swift. They both 
were temperate, both were frugal, and both were 
of the same Epicurean taste. Horace had his Ly- 
dia, Swift had his Vanessa: Horace had his Me- 
cenas and his Agrippa, Swift had his Oxford and 
his Bolingbroke : Horace had his Virgil, Swift had 
lis Pope. 

Switt, who had the nicest ear, is remarkably 
chaste and delicate in his rhymes : a bad rhyme 
appcared to him one of the capital sins in poctry, 
and yet it is a sin into which some of our greatest 
poets have fallen ; Dryden frequently, Pope some- 
times. The former was embarrassed with a wiſe 
and family, and was often under such necessitous 
circumstances, as to be obliged to publish or to 
want subsistence : the latter was in a less confined, 
and in a much more easy, situation: he was natually 
judicious, and uncommonly attentive to maintain 
the dignity of his character: although his body 
was weak, his mind was equal to the weight of his 
laurel crown, and he wore it not only with ease 
but majesty. Take him as a poet wwe hall not 5ce 
his like again. 
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The Dean kept company with many of the fair 
dex, but they were rather his amusement than his 
admiration : hc trifled away many hours in their 
conversation, he filled many pages in their praise, 
and, by the power of his head, hc gamed the charac- 
ter of a lover, without the least assistance from his 
heart. To this particular Kind of pride, supported 
by the bent of his genius, and joincd by the exccs- 
sive coldness of his nature, Vanessa owed the ruin 
of her reputation, and from the same causes Stella 
remained an unacknowledged wife. If we consider 
Swift's behaviour so far only as it relates to women, 
we shall find that he looked upon them rather «s 
busts than as whole figures. In his panegyrical 

iptions he has seldom descended lower than 
the centre of their hearts; or, if ever he has de- 
Signed a complete statue, it has been generaliy cas! 


in a dirty or in a disagreeable mould; as if >tatuary 


had not conceived, or had not experienced, thru 
justness of proportion, that delicacy ot limb, and 
hose pleasing and graceful attitudes, which have 
constituted the sex to be the most beautiful part of 
the creatiun. If you review his several Poems to 
Stella, yon will find them fuller of affeftion than 
desire, and more expressive of friendship than cf 
love. For example. 

Thau, Stella, wert o ler aum 

When firs? tor thee wy harp I rug; 

Without one wort of Cupich's darts, 

Gf killing ces or bin amy hearts 


With triend ip ard ere mm pax, 
I rc'er aimitted love 2 rue. 


Most of the Poems ich are abgolute ail he- 
Falume I. 0 M 
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sed to Stella, or which describe her in a variety of 
aititudes, turn upon her age; a kind of excuse, 
perhaps, for Switt's want of love. 

It is impossible for me to pass a very minute 
comment upon the various Poems wrote by Swift : 
they are not only mingled improperly, in point of 
dates and subjects, but many, very many, of 
are wwmporary, trifling, and, 1 had almost said, 
puerile: Several of them are personal, and, conse- 
quentiv, scarce amusing, or at least they leave a 
very small impression upon our minds. Such, in- 
deed, as arc likely to draw your attention are ex- 
qui>ite, and so peculiarly his own, that whoever has 
dared to imitate him in these, or in any of his 
works, has constantly failed in the attempt. Upon 
A a gencral vicw cf his Poctry, we shall find him, as 
in his other performances, an uncommon, surpri- 
sing, hetcroclite genius ; luxurious in his fancy, 
lively in his ideas, humorous in his descriptions, 
and biiter, exceedingly bitter, in his satire. The 
restlessness of his imagination, and the disappoint- 
ment of his ambition, have both contributed to hinder 
him from undertaking any poctical work of length 
cr importance. His wit was sufncient to every 
labour ; no flight could have wearied the swength 
of his pinions : perhaps if the extensive views of 
his nature had been fully satisfied, his airy motions 
had been more regular and less sudden: but he 
now appears like an eagle that is sometimes chained, | 
and at that particular time, for want of nobler and | 
more proper food, diverts his confinement, and ap- | 
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peases his hunger, by destroying the gnats, but- 
terflies, and other wretched insects that unluckily 
to buz or flutter within his reach. _ 
While I have been reading over his Poems, I 
have considered him as an Egyptian hicroglyphic, 
which, though it had an unnatural and frequently 
an indecent appearance, yet it always contained 
some $secret marks of wisdom, and somcet'm.s of 
deep morality. The subject of his Poms are 
often nauscous, and the performances beautifully 
disagrecablc. 

The Lady's Dressing- room has been universally 
condemned, as deficient in point of delicacy even 
to the highest degree. The best apolegy that can 
be made in its favour, is to suppose that the Author 
exhibited his Celia in the most hideous colours he 
could find, lest sbe might be mistaken as a goddess 
when she was only a mortal. External beauty is 
very alluring to youth and inexpericnce, and Swift, 
by pulling off the borrowed plumes of his harpy, 
discovers at once a frightful bird of prey, and, by 
making her offensive, renders her less dangerous 
and inviting. Such, Ihope, was his design. But 
let his views and motives have been ever so benca- 
cial, his general want of delicacy and decorum must 
not hope even to find the shadow of an excuse ; for 
it is impossible nut to own that ke too frequently 
forgets that politcncss and tenderness of manners 
which arc undoubtedly due to human- kind. From 
his early and repeated disappointments he becomes 
a misanthrope. If his mind had been more equal 
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and content, I am willing to believe that he would 
have viewed the works of Nature with a more be- 
nign aspect; and perhaps under a less constant 
rotation of anxicty, he might have preserved his 
senses to the last scene of life, and might have en- 
oyed that calm exit from the stage for which his 
riend Horace so carnestly supplicates Apollo: 
| ui paratis et valido mini 
Lato, dne, ct proc, interra 


Cum mente z nec turpem sencddam 
Degtre, nec cithara carentem. 


His pride was so great as scarce to admit any 
body to the least share of his friendship, except 
such who could amuse him, or such who could do 
him honour : to these two different classes we owe 
many of his Poems. His companions and humble 
followers find themselves immortalized by the in- 
sertion of their names in ad:lresses to Stella, or in 
other miscellaneous pieces, written in an casy, 
although not in a careless, manner. His more ex- 
alted friends, whose stations and characters did him 
honour, are treated in a different style; and you 
will perceive a real dignity, and a most delicate 
kind cf wit, in all his Pocmsto Lord Oxford, Lord 
Peterborough, Lord Cartcret, (now Earl of Gran- 
vüle) Mr. Pultcncy, (now Earl of Bath) and I 
think I may particularly add, in a poem to the 
Countess of Winchelsca, (under the name of Ar- 
delia) and another to Mrs. Biddy Floyd. These 
names abetted him in his pursuit of fame; they 
reſlected back the glory which he gave. But still I 
eannet recollect once pom, nay, Scarce a couplet, 


tit 
SS <0 we wy 


H&E GE Oo dS EI SC gab es 


t, 
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to his noble patron Lord Bolingbroke. In thut 
instance he has been as silent aus Virgi! has been t6 
Horace z and yet he certuniy had not a grain of 
envy in his composition. 

I think I can discern a third kind of style in his 
Poems addressed to Mr. Pope, Mr. Gav, Dr. De- 
lany, and Dr. Yeung. When he writcs to them 
there is a mixture of casc, dignity, fami taritx, and 
affetion : they were his intimate triends, whom he 
loved sincerely, and whom he wished to accompany 
into the poetical regions of eternity, 

As to the poem called Dcath and Daphne, I re- 
colle& an odd incident relating to that nymph, 
Switt, soon after our acquaintance, introduced me 
to her, as to one of his icmale favourites. 1 had 
Scarce been half an hour in her company before 
she asked me if 1 had scen the Dean's poem upon 
Death and Daphne? As I told her I had not, she 
immediately unlocked a cabinet, and bringing out 
the manuscript, read it to me with a sceming sa- 
tisfattion, of which at that time I doubted the sin- 

ity. While she was reading the Dean was 
perpetually correcting her for bad pronunciation, 
and for placing a wrong emphasis upon particuiur 
words. As soon as slie had gone thro' the com- 
position, she assured me smilingly, that the por- 
trait of Daphne was drawn for herself I begged 
to be excused from bclicving it, and protested that 
I could not see one fraturc that had the least re- 
semblance : but the Dean immediately bur:t into 
a fit of laughter: . You tancy,” says he, © that 

M uy 
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© you are very polite ; but you are much mis- 
„ taken. That lady had rather be a Daphuc 
« drawn by me, than a Sacharissa by any other 
“ pencil. She confirmed what he had said with 
great carnestness ; so that I had no other method 
of retrieving my error than by whispering in her 
ear, as I was conducting her down stairs to din- 
ner, that indced I found 

Her hand as dry and cod as lead. 

You sce the command which Swift had over all 
his females, and you would have smiled to have 
found his house a constant seraglio of very virtu- 
ous women, wav attended him from morning l 
nigut, with an obediencc, an awe, and an assidu + 
ity, that are seldom paid to the richest or the most 
powerful lovers; no, not even to the Grand Sig- | 
or himsclf. / 

To these ladies Swift owed the publication of 
many pieces which ought never to have been deli- 
vcred to the press. He communicated every com- 
position, as soon as ſinished, to his female ser ate, 
. no not only passed their judgment on the per- 
ſormance, but constantly asked, and almost as 
constantly obtained, a copy of it. You cannot 
be surprised that it was immediately afterwards 
sten in print, and, when printed, became a part 
of his works. He lived much at home, and was 
continually writing when alone. Not any of his 
senators presumed to approach him when he sig- 
nificd his pleasure to /remain in private and without 
interruption, His night gewinn and slippert wear 
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not easier put on or off than his attendants. No 
prince ever met with more flattery to his own per- 
son, or more devotion to his own mandates. This 
despotick power not only blinded him, but gave a 
loose to passions that ought to have been kept under 
a proper restraint. I am sorry to say that whole 
nations are sometimes sacrificed ty his resentment ; 
for reflections of that sort appear to me the least 
ustifiable of any kind of satire. You will read 
his accrima with indignation, and his minutiæ with 
regret ; yet I must add, that since he has descen- 
ded so low as to write, and still so much lower as 
to print, Riddlcs, he is excellent even in that kind 
of versific ation: the lines are smcother, the ex- 
press ions arc i. rater, and the thought is closer pur- 
sued, than in any other riddle- writer whatever. 
But Swiſt composing riddles is Titian painting 
draaght- boards, which must have been inexcusable 
while there remained a $ignpost-painter in the 
world. 

As io the two Latin pocms, An Epistle to Dr. 
Sheridan, and, a Description of the Rocks of Car- 
bery in licland, the Dean was extremely solicitous 
that they should be printed among, his works; and, 
what is no ltss true than amazing, hc asswmacd to 


himself ma: vanity upon these. two Latina porms 


than upon many of his best English perde. mances. 


It is said that Milton, in his cw] ju e nent, pre- 


ferred the Paradise Regainꝰd to the i*-racise Lost. 
T here possibly might be {ound sc me excuse for 
$ uch a preferrence, but in Swift's case there can be 


* * 
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none. He understood the Latin language perfecily 
well, and he read it constantly, but he was no Ladin 
poet. And it the Corberiæ Rupes, and the Epistola 
ad Themam Sheridan had been the produce of any 
other author, they must have undergone a severe 
censure from Dr. Swift. 

The two poems entitled, The Life and genuine 
character of Dr. Swift, and Verses on the Death 
of Dr. Swift, &c. arc poems of great, wit and hu- 
mour. The first was artfully publi by Dr. 
Swift, in a manner so different from those rules of 
poetry to which he confined himself, that he hoped 
the public might mistake it for a spurious or in- 
correct copy, stolen by memory from his original 
poem. He took great pleasure in this supposition, 
and I believe it answered his expectation. One 
of his strictest rules in poetry was to avoid triplets. 
What can have given rise to $0 nice a peculiarity 
is ditticult to determine: it might be owing only 
to a Singular turn of thinking : but the reason 
which he publickly assigned seemed not so much 
against the practice itself, as against the pocts who 
indulged themselves in that manner of writing; 
A custom, according to the Dean's opinion, 
% introduced by laziness, continued by ignorance, 
« and established by false taste. Wich defe- * 
rence to $0 great a critic, it is a custom that has 
frequently been pursued with remarkable success. 


Mr Dryden abounds in triplets, and, in some of 


his most elegant poems, the third concluding versc 
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froms the een lean in Ge whe ples Mr. 
Waller, the father of all flowing poetry, has ge- 
nerally reserved the nicest point of wit to his tri- 


The Verses onthe Death of Dr. Swift is a most 
pointed piece of sarcasm: not any of the Dean's 
Pocms have more wit, nor are any of them more 


as the two last lines are grammatically incor- 
rect, and as they were not inserted in the first 
edition published at London, I cannot tell how 
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terror of the wicked, He never sat musing in his 
elbow-chair upon new subjects for the exercise of 
his genius, and the advancement of his fame, but 
writ occasionally to please and to reform the world, 
as either politics or humour gave the spur to his 
faculties. There are but few of his Pocms that 
scem to have been the labour of more than one 
day, how greatly soever they might have been 
corrected and polished afterwards to his own liking, 
before he transcribed them fair. 

There indisputably runs a vein of satire through- 
out all his writings ; but as he declares that no 
age could have more deserved it than that parti- 
cular age wherein he was destined to live, he is 
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entitled to all the praise we can bestow upon him 
for exerting his whole abilities in the detcnce of 
honour, virtue, and his country, In his general 
satire, where, perhaps thousands were equally 
"meant, he hath never once through malice inserted 
the name of any one person ; the vice nevertheless 
he exposeth to contempt and ridicule ; but in par- 
ticular satire, when egregious monsters, traitors 
to the publick-weal, and slaves to party, are the 
objects of his resentment, he lashes without mer- 
cy ; well knowing that infamy, which is perhaps 
a taste of hell, is the only punishment which in 
this world can be inflifted upon such rebels to 
society as either by craft or corruption bid defi- 
ance to the laws. 

One of the most distinguishing characterestics 
of Dr. Swift was a bright and clear genius, so ex- 
tremely piercing, that every the most striking 
circumstance, arising from any subject whatever, 
quickly occurred to his imagination, and these he 
frequently so accumulated one upon another, that 
perhaps, beyond all other pocts of all ages and 
countries, he deserves in this particular to be the 
most universally admired. And this choice of 
circumstances, if any stress can be laid on the opi- 
nion of Longinus, that great director of our taste 
and judgment, renders a composition truly noble 
and sublime. The most remarkable pieces of this 
sort are, The Furniture of a Woman's Mind, 


Betty the Grizette, The Journal of a Modern 
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Lady, his Poem on reading Dr. Young's Satires, 
- er ef 6 City-Shower. 

of Quilca, The Description ct 
r 
This power of the mind gave him also that des- 
perate hand, as Pope terms it, in taking off all 
sorts of characters. To omit those of a political 
nature, see the Progress of Poetry, The Second 
Part of Traulus, The Progress of Love, the Cha- 
rafter of Corinna, and, The Bcautiful young 


Nymph just going to Bed ; where you will find 
that his imagination could even dream in the cha- 


racter of an old battered strumpet. And from the 
same inexhaustible fund of wit he acquired the 
historic arts both of designing and colouring, cither 
in groups or in single portraits. How exact, how 
lively and spirited, is that group of figures in The 
journal of a Modern Lady! The passage begins 


thus, 
dn t me now a while gurv*y, c. 
nd ends, 
Fiew t ring ver each female head. 

And for a single portrait, if we consider the de- 
sign, the attitude, the drapery, or the colouring, 
vchat is it that can excel the representation of Cas- 
sinus in the Tragical Elegy 

Re scem'd a, un di: aut of bed, 
and ending thus, 
On :zmbers plac'd to drink it lt, 


Throughout all his poctical writings, although 
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many of them he dedicated immediately to the fair 
scx, there cannot be found, to the best of my re- 
collection, one single distich addressed in the cha- 
racter of a lover to any one person. If he writ 
any poems of that sort in his younger days, they 
must have been destroyed, if they be not concealed, 
Those verses upon women, which are deemed the 
most satirical, were written principally with a 
view to correct their toibles, to improve their taste, 
and to make them as agreeable companions at 
threescore as at the age of five-and-twenty. By 
what I can hear, the most exceptionable of his 
Poems in that way have produced some very exira- 
ordinary effects in the polite worid. This was in 
truth the ultimate design of his writing The Lady's 
Dressing-room, and other pieces which arc acknow- 
ledged to be Somewhat hable to censure on account 
of their indelicay. 

Among the admirers of Dr. Swift, many have 
compared him to Horace, making proper allow 
ances for the respective ages in which they seve- 
rally flourished. The resemblance, however, be- 
tween them is not so exceedingly strong as that a 
similitude and manner of writing could have ex- 
cited the leust degree of emulation between them, 
further than to be equally renowned for their pe- 
cular” exceliencies. Each of them nad, indepen 
dent of what is gencrally called a fine taste, a th6- 
rough knowledge of the world, super-added ta an 
abundance of learning. Both the one and the 
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other of these gerat men hold the numerous tral 
Ct Puis, „ WE us that et gonemition of in 
 allcd C i-1cs. in the uinost as; it; Ane at t:; 
Wet „ 117 , te riinidested Fee to be m- 
cen: hes of ol Vat is trail, exceriom, 
ehr bei goa 01 men, Neiiiar of then had 
Le {654.44 1 44464 348 (ik Std Es; and vwimntocycr may 
ook © hr lu ing of tae Epenean taste, 
v ieh, i tene undiurSiomd, 3s tar from being, 
ro nant wn ihe izt An tue, mthor Gi 
nein Was alt ted tw anz particular 5yson of 
eee, boner Wa the doing awhor bon 
of Horace. nl itt. idorace declares, in his 
Cori % Laus, nas Limes hatl abuadamiy 
d3t: 6 LOU $4 +180 a Vt (an ail tlie e- 
phys; and Switi's OPrmon Was, thai ane had 
Mun Zeinus than 41 ie est of t 1h deen e zan 
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iT thts Co fl IN}. % mac Int 1 men, Lily 
Il. . es Ta boid ond wit Spirits AYE meu 
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CI120s oi Kt UT. at ander 11%; may 
I, SHUTIESL ih. Nen! 1G it 14. nd 
SWilt, tiuy Were net, Upon the win, quite 
desen men ; ten mpeis, their cr 
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Peary do A: rina, to Putty, hs Her. ie en 
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Drusc , ine i hes y nublir; bs ti, Ho ng 
190 the „uses, ! Navy Us, to Pan, 15 * 7,41 3 1 
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Diana, to Ver's,, to his Lorcy ant to Ravens. ure 


als 'mely ra nue 01 Cru, cen: in Gn un u 7, 
of that amuhili ij , i or ot Hut mad a; 

which is only to be telt, imosthle % he berg gt, 
His verscs, neverthelc?,, are but * w © ume 
the whole of Lis works, at a ranion gunmen, 
amounting only to about 70 liv, ive mot 
above one halt me of that Species 07 portry un 
which he desired to fix all his pretensioms to lane; 
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and it was upon these only that he bectowe.! the 

greater part of his life. Swift, on the contrary, 

trom the age of one-and-twenty, was deeply im: 
N 11 


cxklum A CRITICISM ON DR. SWIFT $ POEMS, 
mersed in politics during his whole life; some- 
tunes ſigluing the battles of church aud state against 
a viiuwan, vyppoting faction, which threatened to 
undermine the constitution; Sometunes resisting 
the torrent ot ecclesiasucal, and frequently the tor- 
rent of ministet ial power, whenever the rights of 
the chergy, or the hibertics of his country, were 
occasional invaded ; and generally nghting with 
beatis oi one $pecies or other, hike a fherce and 
buld CLAMP4cng iczulutcly bent on either death or 
v.ctiory ; vet Sill he could find opportunities, by 
Snatcuing hows ot leisure, to write poetry for his 
amuscrncat. He had read many uf the Greek and 
Latin poets, rel.sned and ad a mud what was agree- 
ble to his own taste, but never devoted either his 
thoughts or his time to Apollo and the Muses. 
Tlrougzhout his whole Woiks there is no such 
Hung as an ove to Calliope, to Mercicy, to Venus, 
to Ap..ilo and Diana, to his Luis, to Bacchus, or 
to Fan; nothing which was ever intended as a rap- 
ure oi poetry, Is it not then somewhat very ama- 
ing, if we consider him in this tair and true light, 
that he should produce, by the mere force of taste 
and Abilities, without any laboured correction at all, 
duch wonders ii the poctic stain, as to make any the 
most pa tial of his admirers not only prefer him to 
all the pocts of thesc latter centurics, but compare 
him to tha! immortal genius of the Augustan age, 
who whole delight, Speculation, and amusement, 
whether in bel or in the fields, was in meditating, 
writing, polishiny, or correcting his verzes ? S 
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DR. PARNELL TO DR. SWIFT 


ON HIS BIRTHDAY, NOV. 35. 1717, 


Uzc'y by the warmth of friendship > 4e fo 

But more by all the glorics of thy tan; 

By Al thous offsprings ot thy len. wine, 

In jv |gment solid, as in wit rcun d, 

Revoly 4 1 sing, tho lab ring up the wi) 

To racy my theme, O Swilt accept my lay. 
Rat by the force of Ahe ny, and rage d ane, 

Thro Con'emplativ'; 5 wry nelds 4 rove, 

Wie ce pow'ertul Fance piurities my che, 

Ad ughts the brautics of a brighter Sky, 

Fre ALLIS the mcaduws, his green Sirades an tial. 

Clear rivers wind, and op ning plains extend, 

The. Hils its lan dscap. this tic vary'd parts 

Wich Viriias, Crus, Scicicrs, incl Arts ; 


Super or fem, of more then mortal zur, l 


17 


More la ge n i. „t: l., more $cengly fan. 
Of ihese two Chis, the Suae dias of hy nancy 
Conspire to use thee ! » the pur of fa. ae. 
Ye ture ins! | fin the ster sound, 
I szw the Graces form 4+ circle round; 
Each where she fie d lte nile end to rout, 
And all but Eloquence hers lf was ine. 

N 14 


14 "ARNELL TO DR. SWIl'l. 
22ih o er the rest I sec the god fee + rise, 
Loos to the breeze her upp ga rw int flies: 
By turns within her eyes the passions burn, 25 
And sotici pas$8ons languish in their turn: 
Upon her {v1gue persuasion or command, 
An! decent Action dwells upon her hand. 

t rom out her hreast (twas there the treasure lay) 
dhe drew thy Labours to the blaze of day; 30 
Then gar d, and read the charms she could inspire, 
Ard tau; ht the list'ning audience 10 admire. 


How strong thy flight, how large thy graspof thought, | 


How ust thy schemes, how regularly wrought! 

How sure vou wound when Ironies deride, 35 

Which must be secn, and ſeign to turn aside! 

Tas thus exploring she rcjvic'd to see 

Her hrightest fearues drawn $0 car by thee: 

Then here, she crics, let future ages dwell, 

And learn to copy where they can't excell. 40 
She spake; applausc attended on the close: 

Then Pocsy, her sister-art, arosez 

Her fairer sister, born in decper ease, 

Not made $0 much for bus ness, more to pleasg. 

Upon her check sits Beauty, ever young; +5 

The soul of Music warbles on her tongue; 

By gin in her eyes a pleasing ardour glows, 

And trom her heart the sweetest temper flows; 

A lawvel-wreath alorns her curls of har, 

An nds then order tothe dancing air: 32 

duc -hakes the coleurs of her radia. wing, 

A! {om the soheres sbe takes 2 pitch to sing. 
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PARNELL TO DR. SWIFT. by 
Thrice happy genius his! whose Works have hit 
The lucky point of bus'ness and of wit: 
They «cem like show'rs, which April months prepare 
Jo cail their ilow'ry glories up to air; 56 
The d.ops, descending, take the painted bow, 
Ani dress with sunshine, while for good they flow: 
To me returns; oft', he finds relief 
In slow!y-wasting care and bing grief: 60 
Frum me retreating of:*, he gives to view 
What cascs care and grief in others tuo. 
Ye fondly grave! he wise enough to knew, 
„Lite ne er unbent were but a life of wor, 
Some full in stretch for gicatness, Some it gain, 65 
On hi, own rack cach puts hinizself to pain. 
In genily steal you from your iwiis away, 
Wikre baimy winds with scents ambrosial play; 
Where on the banks, as crystal rivers flow, 
They teach immortal amarantis to $row; 70 
Then vom the mild indulgence of the scene 
Restore vour tempers strong for toils again. 
dne ccas d; soft music treinhled in the wind, 
And swert delight diffus d thro c ry mind: 
The little Smiles, which still the goddess grace, 75 
Sportive arose, anl ran from ace to ace. 
But chief (and in that place the Virtues bless) 
A genile band their cager joys exyress : 
Here Friendship asks, and Love of Merit longs 
1% hear the goddesses renew their songs; Po 
Here greut Benevolence to mam is plus dz 
These own their Swift, and gratciviben him proved, 
: 5 
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"al „aK! EI. L TO p. SWITTF. 
Y ou gentle band ! you wot may Ia your part, 
Von wien Spicy graces in lus hicatte 

O See it tame be lite (us well ve know 85 
That ie nad ror av estem, d 1 50) 
Thau cut wot j ⁰ die ny Works will suine 
To tutu mes, and like in fame be tine. $$ 
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MISCELLANEOUS POEMS, 
FROM 1689 101713. 


ODI TO THE HON. 


SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE. 
Written at Moorpark, Func 1689. 


VirTvE, the greatest of all monarchies, 
Till its first emperor, rebellious man, 
Depos d trom oft his scat 
It tell, and broke with its own weight 
Into small states and principalities, 
By many petty lord possest, 
But nc'er since scated in one single breast; 
Tis you who must this land subduc, 
The mighty conquest's left for you, 
The conquest and discovery too: 15 
Scarch out this Utopian ground; 
Virine's Terre Incoontta, 
Where none ever led the way, 
Nor erer since but in descriptions found, 
Like the philosopher's stone, 10 
With rulcs to scarch it, yet obtain'd by non: 

II. 
We have too long been led astray ; 
Too long ave our misguided souls heen tu! 
With rules from musty morals breut ; 
Tis vun: mu e us in the way z 
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tne Yao 1e bc i.d 
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04 % T | Y''S 
\ toVC 65 Ifi Hine chools, 
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Gunung in hes of golden rules. 
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eu tom rance katning; call ? 
Hy 1% %%% „ patrz, mike gocd 3 
Fed 15 but nent ttt brance all; 30 
Po. 1% GUT Ce 464 Anu ch lowtis 
6. . „ bg Gi Mendel SUL, 
Co on ul or wihnokt and eng rulcs, 
Sit mma. nuuns ot the schools; 
For Lemming + 1 tv treasures l * 


In U 1 dep pines buok, 

1] hink se where Cos all her ensures hide, 
Andante ubed ghost il hmuwatalloremceshe 
Cent. her Wilks io Clegg ana i vols; ( «; 
Hr ov hot a.m and tellowers now, 40 
As» it ther were an see too; 

i e pech knowledge at ine expenec 

O. common breeding, common seuse, 

Ard once grow schotars and tools; 

Armor -mancr'd pedantry, 45 
ud es, iil- nature, inciv un, 

Bud, ach un aregs H knowkdge grown, 

V1nch greedily they swallow Gown, 

tu can it up and nauscate company. 
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uisct Lax EgOUS POEMS. 
IV. 


Curs'd ie the wretch! nay, doubly curs'd, 


(It ii ray hanwtu be 

u cu. t our n en my) 

Who lean d net that heresy first, 
(Wien since es Sid on all the net) 
nm known ze fes gil human iy; 


$5 


| dann 1 bis OQ THINS ES 16 T% proud a: r, 


Au! ten; owr scraps beiore our don. 


Tur happy you have scp this genial pin! 


; * 0 . * ” * * 4 
! 110 maln; 1e , Leal 1 „, 800 is an ! En $4.4 


V. „nend Cr oed e, ore, bus in wanne. 


Weed ein vou at last unit crow 
Vi da, not he con. jun d to d:. 


5 
1271 „1 Ine Run 14.4 parity. \ .us face, 
errut Rom cory um d gr.: 
en and Lpicura s will ngt do, 
w_ yg 


Ihen COUNTER A FEWER 1 
( WV $3 I jaunt $i, La. . | 


\ 1511. 11 17 Fran 2t once ein 715 
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I lis great triunwiraute cr SU ts 
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0 1 8 6G * 5 4 p a = 
Let not and Roine bhaast Hag,“ tut 


22 * > 
IId gane his country by lay, 
| ou hy hence: 
. . 
night it u: à cheaper rate; 
Nor lin it left the usual b. % scar, 


% Suu cost its piece ine u 


War! nat mad game the world so lautes to play 
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135 MISCLLLANEOUS POEMS, 

Four tho' with loss or victory a wie 

Fertune the gamesters does beguic, 

Yet ut the ant the box sweeps all away. $5 
VI. 

Only the izurel got by peace 

No thunder c cr can hlast: 

In' artillery of the Kies 

Shoots to the carth and dies; 

Nor ever geen and ffonrishing twill last, 85 

Nor dipt in blood, nor wilows wars, nor orphans 

About the head crown'd with these bays {crics: 

Like lymbent fre the lightning plays; 

Nor i:s tr1:1mphal cavalcade to grace, 


Make vp is solln tram with death: 90 
I! mclts the sword of war, yet keeps it in the sheath. 
VII. 


The wily shifts of state, those jugglers tricks 
Which we call deep design and politics, 

(As in a theatre che ignorant fry, 

Because the cords escape their eyc, 95 
Wonder to sce the motio:'s fly) 

Methinks, when you expose Lhe scenc, 

Down the ill-organ'd engines fall; 

Off fly the vizors and discover all. 

How plain 1 sce thro' the decent ! 1c 
How shallow! and how gross the cheat! 

Look where the pully's iy d above! 

Great God! (said I) What have I scen 

On what poor engines move 
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MISCETLYLANTCOUS POEYS., 157 


T he thongs of monarchs amd desigas ws tiles 195 
What pretiy motives rute their {ates | 


How 


the m. ase i.. 


N 2 18 ni r 1 » ++: 7 114 2111 1 * 
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The mgimy mountain Lhovrs wii üs biithg 
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y the arrive) gits ile, 


Scar'd at th enhoard-ot prizilicrss 116 
Expect SOHC WIT at uu. son of darth: 
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Se. 110 h & 1 weinte 


Out 
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Fhich ud rest 
uaces ard cuuts ? 


La K ny nne \ Nig, 
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on tlie trace 1. 


Seo where she lies! 
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ow <h- rears her 
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roles at: RET. SHIT 
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aul ches, 


To drive all wi tue out, or look it deu!“ 
I was suic ii by ilisk sent 1 nan twwencez; 
And cho as some 2 Ll» said 0 ior tleir deienc. —_ 
H. e Worn 4 casim'it der tlalr 1 5 
So he wit his with! 15 
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er (Huld cocume her quite; 
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158 MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 


Till at last, tir'd with loss of time and easc, 
Recolv'd to give himself as well as country peace. 
IX. 
Sing (loved Musc!) the plcasures of retreat, 135 
And in some untouch'd virgin-strain 
Shew the delights thy sister Nature yields; 
Sing of thy vales, sing ot ty woods, sing ot thy fields; 
Go publish oer the plain 
How mighty a proselyte you gain! 140 
How noble a reprisal on the great! 
How is the Muxe luxuriant grown! 
Whene'er she rakes this flight 
She soars clear out of ght; 
These are the Paradlises of her own ; 145 
(The Pegasus, ks an unruly horse, 
Tho ne'er s goatly led 
To the lov'd pasture where he us'd to feed, 
Run. violently o'er his usual course.) 
Wabkc from thy wanton dreams, 150 
Come from thy dear low d Streams, 
The crooked paths of wand'ring Thames. 
Fain the fair nymph would stay, 
Oft* she looks back in voin, 
Oft' gainst her fountain does complain, 155 
Aud softly steals in many windings down, 
As ioath to sce the hated court and town, 
And murmurs as she glides away. 
X. 
In this new happy scene 
Are nobler subie s : ur learned pen 160 


Tl 
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50 


60 


MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 159 
Here we expect from you 
More than your predecessor Adam knew z 
Whatever moves our wonder or our sport, 
Mhatever serves for innocent emblems of the court; 
How that which we a kernel see, 165 
(Whos: well-compatcted forms escape the light, 
Unpierc'd by the blunt rays of sight) 
Shall cre 10ng grow into a trec, 
Whence takes it its increase, and whence its birth, 
Or from the sun, or trom the air, or from the earth ? 
Where all the ſruitful atoms lic; 271 
How some go downward to the root, 
Some more ambitiously upwards ly, 
And forn: the leaves, the branches, and the fruit. 
You $trove io cultivate a barren court in vain, 174 
Your garden s better worth your noble pain; 
Here mankind tell, and hence must rise again. 

XI. 

Shall T bcheve a spirit so divine 
Was cast in the same mould with mine? 
Why chen does Nature $0 unjustly share 189 
Among her cider sons the whole estate, 
And all her jewels and her plate? 
Poor we, cadets ot Hceav'n, not worth her care, 
Take up at best with lumber, and the leavings of 


Some she bin:ls *prentice to the spade, [ a tate. 
Some to the drudgery ot a trade 186 


dome she does to Egyptian bondage draw, [ Straw : 
Bids us make bruks, yet scuds us to look on f 
0 i! 


160 AusckLLANEOUs POT zus. 
Some she code uns for lite wo uy 
To ch tnt cada wes of deep philosophy : 199 
Ao has tw tie Alusc's 2 y: — 1 
In van | Stove to C1055 tus shacteas main, 
In vain ! tg and pul rie o, 
Anden } vimost rache shore, 194 
Straieht the use turns tie henn, and 1 launch out 
And) yo, to fd my pri, [ again ; 
Whene cr I mourn, ton my comviniting breath 
With promise oi a mul ee en er death, 

X il. 
Then, Sir, accept this wortiiless Verses 
Phe wribute of an humbic Mi, 200 
Tis all the portion of my m chard stars. 
Nature the hidden Spark did wit my birth infuse, 
And imdlei hit with inuvience and case, 
And since, too oft dehauch'd by praise, 
'Tis now grown an incuranie discasc, 205 
In vain to quench this toolish fire 1 try 
In Wisdom and philosophy; 
In vain all wholesome herbs 1 sow, 
Whuc nought but weeds will grow. 
Whatc'er I plant (like corn on barrca cath) 210 
By an cquivocal birth 
Seeds, and runs up to poetry. 212 


TO THE ATHENIAN SOCIETY. 
GENTLEMEN, Lioorpark, Feb. 14. 169%. 
SINCE Aer body protcicds to trouble you wich thety 
Jollur I thought 1 might clam the privilege of an Eng- 
lishman, gn. put in my hare among ite ret. Being 
last rear in Ireland, (jrom whence 1 returned about 
halt a year cg0) I Heard only n lobte talk of your Fo- 
ciety, and believed the dictgn in be only dme mow poly 
Tut enitable to the age, which, Cad knoxwe, I Iittle x- 
pedted ever i produce any thing extraordinary. Since 
my bring in Englond, hang Still continued in th: 
counts A, aui much cit of rompant, 1 kad but litt ad- 
vantage of knowing ary move, till about tat months 
e179 fa througl- 0 aver Lavery learned gentleman 
there firet shewwed me two or three of your Volumes, 
and gave me his account and opinion of you. A while 
atter I came to this place upon a n dt , where 
I have been ever iuce, and have en all the four W9- 
lumes, with their Sunplements, which ansxwering my 
expettation, the per weal bas produced <uhat yi "find 
inclosed. 

As bade been tomeguhat inclined !9 this folly, 40 1 
hae seltom wanted toe body to flatter me in it. Aut 
#or the Ode inclozed, I have sent it to a perion of wory 
erot learnitg and honour, and giuce to ee abe, 
the bit of ter * nn (which I thaw. Tur 
prefer to exure it fe greater light) and they bat 
vl! been 2 70 tb Me that they are gure it will 179 
be unavelcome. aud that I chould beg the boron '/ 14 

n 


162 TO THE ATHENIAN SOCIETY. 


to let it be printed bit9i your next volume, (which, 
I think, is «win t4. et u it being 56 nur be- 
fore mutt books of an. gredt Value among Pets ; 
and Wore ils He Te wart I Suvinit it zu to 
th COYFOU.Ch 4 LAY 7. . 

I catreat, thire ure, ont of you Would dtscend 50 jar 
as ty eerite tent or three bines i of vour pleaxurc 
upon ut 4 which, «s 1 cannot but expect from genthmen 
d bawe $5 vill Shexvun, ug'n $6 Many oc, 
that vreatest Coaracter (i olurs, in being javourable 
ta the tenant, d 1 wi SUE iu Of freatnl Can 
Mor- Fights oblige me, vr make me hat fie. Il am, 

Genthonn, | 
Vour ber mot humble 


and mot admiring wervant, 


JONATHAN SWIFT, 


Misch 4% ZOUS Penn. 103 
ODE TO THE WI ii! NI ATTN SOC. 
M. or par, tc". 1.1. 16% 
. 
As when the actugze tirst began to fail, 
That mighty ebb never to flow again, 
(Wen this huge body's moisture was o £39), 
It quite o'crcame the vital heat) 
That mountain which was highest first ofi! : 
Appcar'd above the unversal main, 
To bless the primitive sailors wears sint, 
And twas perhaps Parnassus, if in heuglit 
It be as great as tis in tame, 
And mgh to heav'n as is its name: 10 
do after ihe inundation of a war, 
When Learumyg's ute houschold did embark 
Wait her worl:!'s truitful system in her saced ark, 
At the\arst chh ut noise and tears 
Philusophy 's exalied hcad appears, 15 
And the dove-muse will now no longer stay, 
But plumes her silver wings and flics away ; 
And now a laurel wreath she brings from tat, 
To crown the happy conqueror, 


To shew the flood begins to ccase, 20 
And brings the dear reward of victory and j.ace, 
II. 


The cager Muse took wing upon the ware decline, 
When War her cloudy aspect just withdrew, 
When the bright sun of pcace began to Shine, 


161 MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 

And tor a while in kca.*nly contemplation sat 25 

On the h1;51 top of pcrcet al Ararat, 

And piuck'd 2 laurel branch, (for Jamel was the 
first tnat grew, 

The first at plants atter the thunder, Storm, and rain) 

And thence with jovtul nimble wing 

Fiew dutifully back again, 1” 

And made an humble chaplet tor the king. 

And the dove-mnse is fled once more, 

(Glad ot the victory, vet trighted at the war) 

And now discc vers trom atar 

A peaceful an a flourshing shore. 3 

No sooner did she land 

On the delighttul strand, 

Than stzaight she Sees the courtry alt around, 


A 


Where tatal Neptune rul'd crewhile, 39 
Scaiter'd with flow'ry vale>, with fruitful gardens 
And many a pleasant wood, { crown'd, 


A if the universal Nile 

Had rather water'd in than drown'd. 

Ii scems come floatin, pic of Paradise,. 
Preserv'd by wonder trum the flood, 45 
Long wand'tiug thro” the deep, as we are told 
Fam'd Delos did of old, 

And che transported Niue imagin'qd it 

To be a fitter birthplace for the god of Wit, 
Or the much tas d-of oracular groves 

When vith amazing joy she hens 

An unknown mosic al around, 


tv 
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MISC 21.1 „0s 101 M15, 165 
Charming her gran cs 
With many 2 tcav iy sen 
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In win pursucs ae muste Wi BG Ng eye, 
RY Cyili is Lac „ A 358 1 + > 42 $8) ily. [ 
III. 

Pardon, ye row unkunen and far cKalted Men! 69 
Tio wild excess dt a zn hel genz 

Eunme ea young ant (almost) vio Muse, 
Wurm bliad ani“ 


(10 curwusuy, they A 


- 5 , 
8 - 3 


Is in het sex a ue Bc no Excuse) 65 
1 forced to giope her uwncbuh way 

After a mighty ught that icads wer wand ring ese: 
WT wonder then 110 1 „ieee pat! ut ln 
For a dear ramiic uud niet tts ncez 
Impertinence! tac Scurvy ut inankind ; 79 

And all we tools, Who acc the greater part of it, 

Tuv' we be of tro dil zent taciious Still, 

Both the goul-naiurd and the iy 


Wit whitesve it you look, you'll always find 


We jo.n likes tles and wasgps in buzzing abe wit, 


In mc, wito un vic ir ct of these, 76 
All merit that awanicads the himaubic rules 

Of my own dazzl.d, scamty sense, 

Beguts a Kinder tolly and iunpiinnce 

Of admiration and of praincs I9 


166 MISCELLANEOUS POE Us. 


Aud our gout brethren of the surliy set 

Niust d'en all herd with us their kindred-fools ; 

For tl, posscs»'d of present vogus, they ve made 

Ruling a rule of wit, and obJogr11 a U ade, 

Yet the + ame want of brains procluces WG Fob : 

And vou, whom Piuiv's heim docs wisely shroud, 

From us the blind and thoughtiess crowd, 87 

Like the fam'd hero in his motler's cloud, 

Who both our follies and mportinenctes Se, 

Do laugh perhaps at theirs, and pity mine aud me. 90 
IV. 

But censurc's to be undcrstoo.! 

In authentic mark of the cl:t, 

The publick stamp Hcav'n Sets on all that's great and 

Our shallow search and judgment to direct. | good, 

The war, methinks, has made | 95 

Our wit and learning narrow as our trade: 

Instead of boldly sailing far to buy 

A stock of wisdom and philosophy, 

We tondiy stay at home in fear 

Of every censuring privateer, 100 

Forcing a wretched trade by beating down the sale, 

And selling bascly by retail. 

The wits, I mean the Atheists of the ave, Stage, 


Who tain would rule the pulpit 15 they do the 


Wontlrous refiners of philosophy, 105 
Of morals and divinity! 

Zy the new modlish system of reducing all to sense, 
Avniv all lovic and conchiling lace, 
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D, own the effects cf Providence, 
And yet deny the cause. Th 

Vs 
This hopeful sc, n., it begins to sc. 
How little, Ver\ I it}... do prevail 
Thur first and chiciest force, 
To censure to cry down, and rail, 
Not knowing what, or where, or who, you be, 115 
Will quickiv take another course, 
And bv their ncver-tailing way 3 
Ot solving ail appearances they please, 
We soon shall sec them to thu ancient methods fall, 
And Straight deny you to be men, or anything at all. 
laugh at the grave answer thoy will make. 124 
Winch they have always ready, general, and cheap; 
' Tis but to say that we daily meet, 
An by fond mistake 
Perhaps imagine to be wondrous wit, 125 
And think, alas! to be by mortals writ, 
Is but a crowd of atoms jostling in a heap, 
Which from eternal seeds begun, 
Jostling some thousand years, till ripen'd by the sun; 
They're now, just now, as naturally born 139 
As from the womb of earth a ficld of corn. 
VI. 

But as for poor contented me, 
Who must my weakness and my ignbrance confess, 
That I believe in much I ne er can hope to see, 
Methinks I'm satisfy d to guess 135 
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That the. now, roblc, and delicfniind cence, 


L; woudertully word by Some exalted men, 

Who have Mil St e in the werd's discs. 
(I hat epidenick error and dopia uy 

O; in ovr jt gr nt or- our CVE) E 
Thu hat ur prise us cn only please. 

Wc ut n, comente l, the whole wortd tun. 
To mee mc great droits, 

At cori 1 . hen ts taund. 

Ju 143 1 15 hiv Nile has suffer d in its nen 
Econo its ad (ond pritaps only Sate!) 
We've tou a lite mcons do. i eud 

That tecd>s the huge uncqual stream. 

Consider lnican tolly, and you tl quickly own 
Thu all the proce it can vive, 18 
By whic' + fond boast they $ialt for ever lite. 
Won't! uy tu impe inence ef being known; 

Lil , lead wn Hand Lydian Kings 

nom tal te chm of an usurped' wite and state, 
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hn they pratee the learning and tue wit, 

An no tin tile eins 10 Sow 7563 
Ein name and min by wign the buok was v: 
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Law: ware u ce 

he greatest corn of rte yovity, 

(Ann then How much a nothing 45 ning 13) 
VV ins 14.4500 24 wergh d down by pop ©, 
Viv by wt varaly tale of Hin „ 
Anil: TUS to lng ben Ie my a n $432} 4 
Which yo. le or examines right will 

To be an art as vain as bhottling up of wont) 1 
\ndwhon you ſind out thor hel evt tuen , 
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A <teating brook, and strove to creep away 

Into * Bari e sca, 

Vex'd at ch ir tollies, murmur'd in lis stream; 

But di-appoiwed of his fond desire, 195 
Would vanish in a prrannd of fre. 

This surly, >lipp'ry god, when he design'd 

To furnish his vcapes, 

Ne'e: borrov. d more variety of «hapes 

han you to picasc and satisfy mankind, 200 
And scem (ahnest) transform d to water, flame, and 
So well you wer d all phenomenas there: | air, 
Phu” mu men «nd the wits, philosophers-and tools, 
With ail hat tact ious or enthusiastic dotard dream, 
And :. he -ucolerent jargon of the schools; 2c 5 
T lg) al the tumncs of frar, hope, love, and shame, 

Contrive to hock your minds with many a sensele>> 

tout; 
Dowhts where the Delphic god would grope in igno 
Th god of urwng an of tight T[ranceandnighi. 
Would writ a Tut Iumciclt to help him out. 212 
IX. 

Philos hy, as it before us les, 

deins to have burrowed some ungrateful tast. 
Of doubts, impertinence, aid nicctics, 

From ev'ry age thro' which it past, 

But always with a stronger relish of the last. 21.4 
his bem ons queen, by Heay'n design'd 

To be the gicat original 

For nian to dress and polish his uncourtly minds, 

I what wick habits have they put her since the fall“ 
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Notre of: in {cols) and madmen'< hands than sa s, 
Sv seems a medley 5© all ages, 225 
With 1 huge ſarthin, gte 19 swell her fustian . 
A nw commue, a top-Knot, and a ruit, 
Her ta pritcin'd o'er win modera pedaatry, 
With a eng swerping train 228 
Of common.and disputes, ridiculous and vain, 
Ail of 11 cut with a new dye: 
How soon hae you restor'd her charms, 
And rid her of her lumber and her books ! 


Diess'd her again gentesl and neat, 23% 
And rather tight than great 
tow fond we arc to court her to our arms! 
Huw much of Heoav'n is in ber naked looks 

. 
Thus the deluding Muse oft” blinds me to lu ways, 
And cv n my very thoughts transfers, 20 


And changes ali to beauty and the praise 

Of that proud tyrant ser of her s. 

The rebel- muse, alas! takes part 

But with my own rebellious heart, 

And you with fatal and immortal wit conspir- 2 40 

Tio tin th unkappy fie. 

Cruel unknown! what is it you intend ? 

Ah! could you, could you hope a poct tor you; friend) 

ater iorgive what my first transport said; 

May «all the blood which shall by woman s chern 
be Shed L 245 

1e upon vou, and on vour children's head; 


P i; 
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For vou, (ohh! de think 1 cer sMuild lune to s 
Tl {tal ome when th cart br!) 

Have een inciens'd their ae and crucitve 
Worn ome ebene a vanny grown, 25 
Silt bo of her grent unknovn 

nt chu mots, gain d walngyut one female wee, 
05 1h V [tl (lun gr of 4 miſo; 

Nich Gs a gn 10 e how much of Inte 

YOu ve taught tec tor swiriches torre, 205 
Ant wich tic ve now ine ce NSCICziCo to w. wh 
In e n. balance ih of ars, 

\ml unh uch sunt, wages pay 

The br aloe ad the s ary of vears. 

I. vans herman, heir Comes trom us, 
And hot they common genercl fly 201 
They woillt nut use us thus. 

Veil your ye. ras d hr to this high degree, 


- 
Out e. ue d as u el: a5 che; 
And. Au, 4 nl 16 LACY or vou can do, 26 5 
Li- ue hl 1937 uns eugh to me 


the Same ex with you. 
* XI. 
as! how eeting an how van 
een the nubler man, our learning, and our wit! 
{ 1g whene'er I think of it; 27S 
As the closing an unhappy $:ene 
Of some great king and conqu ror's death. 
When ihe al mctancholy Pause 
»11ys but to catch his utmost broth » 


kt 


Ld 
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| grieve this noble work, so happily begun, 27; 
d quickly and <0 wonderfull carry d on, 

I- Iust fall at last to interest, folly, and alc, 

| wire is a noon-tide in our lives, 

\W hich still the $ooncr it arrives, 

Altho' we buast o winter sun looks bright, 289 
And foolishly are glad to ser it at its height, 

Yet o mot, oontr comes the long and gloomy night. 
No conqu.-!: over vet begun, 

And by ons u ty hero carried to its heiglit, 

E er fiounsh & | i. ea SUCCESSOT or a n 285 
It lost som rughty pieces thro” all hands it has, 
And vanish d to an anpty tile in the last: 

For when the anic.cvting mind is fled, 

(Which Nau mw can retain, 

Nor e er cal back „ nn) 299 
The body, tho gignt.t1c, lies all cold and dead, 

XII. 

And thus undoubtedly tu ill fare 

With what unhappy nen shall dare 

To he successo to thee great unknown 


On Learning's high-establish d throne, 295 


Censnre, and Pedantry, and Pride, 
Numberless nations, stretching far and wide, 
Shall (1 toresee it) soon with Gothic swarms come 
tort) 

From Ignorance's universal North, 299 
And with ban rage break ul this peaceful govern- 
Vet shall these traces of vuur wit remain. ment; 
Like a ust map, to tell the vast extent 

P iii 
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O conguest n v short and happy reien, 
emen mansind Show 

Huw * ang a pr 75 ue, 30. 
fant nen. bo ie and dvd whhow a une, 
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MRS. RARRIS'S PETTTION _ 


Tate EX 33d2NCi 


Fur LOTN:3CLTTCLT- OF-gRECAND. 


Iiir he . J, 


TE 3 
I HAT | Meni to wum my .vir in L.ul) Beuty > 
crminy, becun cf vn cold; 


Anil imnapurc seren pounds tur billing, 


il; 1e Ugalit's (HUNG 5, Wide and 
li 7 s 
OM. 

So, becuse 1 ad koh Puymg ti. inn for my Lady 


ant mein, 
| was revoly (| to wil my money, to woe tt it was night, 
Now you nit know, beca e wy trunk has 7 
ver) bud lock, 81 
Therctore al! the money 1 have, which, God 
knows, is a very mali doch, | 
L keep in my pocket u d nhout my müde, next 
to my smock 


—— 
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So when I went to put up my pursc, as God would 

| have it, my $40. K Was unript, 

Aud, instead ot putting it into my pocket, don 
dlipt ; 

hen che hell rung, and | went down to put my Lid, 
to bed; 1 

And, God knows, I thought my money was as +:t+ 
a» my maden cad: 

So v hen } come vp again, I found my pocket fe. 
vers lizht; 

Tut when | tarch'd, and miss d my pursc, Lord! ! 
thong 1 should have sunk gutriqht. 

© Lord! Madam, ' says Mary, * how dye do? 
„ Imcacd,”” says I, „ never worse; 

But prav, Mary, can you tell what I have don. 
© with my purs:? * 15 

Lord help m! sud Mary, I never $tirr'd out 
ot this place. 

+» Nay,” said 1, “ 1 had it in Lady Betty's cham 
ber, tluu's a plain casc. 

So Mary got nu to hed, aud cover d me up warm; 

However, she stelle uway my garters, that 1 might 
do my selt no harm: 

So 1] tuned and toss d alt night, as you may very 
„ell wink, 20 

But hdly cyer Kt my eyes together, or slit 
wink. 

So 1 wi u-drean d, methought, that we went and 
tuch'd the tolks round, 
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And in a corner of Mrs. Duke's box, ty'd in a rag, 
the money was found. 

So net morn we told Whittic, and he tel] a 5wear- 


ing; 
Then in Dame Wadgar came, and she, you know, 
is thick of hearing: 2's 


« Dame, said I, as loud as I could bawl, “ do 
«you know what a loss I have had? 
« Nay, said she, “my Lord Coiway folks are all 
« very sad; 
« For my Lord Dromedary co:nes a Tuesday with- 


44 Out al. : 
« Pugh!" sad I, “ but tuns rot the hus ness that 


% I al.” 
Says Cary, gays he, “ I have been a servant this 
« five-and-twerty + cars come spring, 30 


« And in all the places I hv'd I never heard of 


« Such a thing.“ 


© Yes," says the Steward, 4 I remember, when I 


« was at mv Lady Sarewsbury's, 

Such a thing as this happen d just about the time 
« of gooscberries: 

++ $0 I went to the party suspected, and I found her 
« full of grief, 

(No you must know, of all things in the world, 
« hate a thict) 35 

+ Hovover, I was resolved to bing the discourse 
« $lily about: 

Mrs. Dukes, aid I, “ here's an ugly accident 
„ has happen'd out: 


ee 


8. 
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« Pis not th I value the money three sbips of a 
n lou e, 
„nut the thing 1 stand upon is the credit of the 
© ſiouse. 
% J is true, S ven pounds four shillings ant <1xpor oy 
© makes a grent hole in my wages; 40 
„ Besulcs, as they say, Service is no inheritance in 
«© tnec ages. 
Now, Mrs. Dukes, you know, and every body 
„% understands, 
« Fat tho' tis hard to judge, yet money can t g 
© withou. hands. 
& The devil take me, sid she, (blessing herscli) 
« if ever {| Si: 
Sou the roar'd like a Bediam, as tao” I had call'd her 
al! to naug tt, 45 
Ss vou know, what could I say to her any more? 
I © left her, and came away as wie as I was be- 
toro. 
Will, but then they would have had me gone to the 
canning man; 
„No, nid I, * tis the same thing, the chaplain 
« will he here anon. 
So the chapl in came in. Now the screants say he is 
my $weutheart 50 
Because he's ala: 0 in my . and I always 
take his part; 
So, as the devil would have it, before I was aware, 


out 1 blunder'd, 
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„Parson, said I, “ can You cast a nativity when a 
« body's plundecr'd ? 

(No vou must Know he hates to he call'd Parson 
4c like the devil) 

« Truly, says he, Mrs. Nab, it might become 
vou to be more civil; * 

« If your money be gone, as a learned divine says, 
4 ' ye SEC 

«« You are no text for my handling; so take that 
4 frm nu 

« T was never akon for a conjurer before, I'd have 
% you to know," 

„Lord!“ said I,“ don't be angry, I am sure I never 
thought you so: 

« You know I honour the cloth; I design to he a 
« parson's wife z 65 

« never took one in your coat for a conjurcr in il 
« my lite.” 

With that he twisted his girdle at me like a rope, as 
who should sav, 

Now you may go hang yourself for me, and so went 
away. 6 

Well; 1 thought I should have swoon'd. “ Lord!“ 
sud J, ** what shall 1 do? 


have lost my money, and shall lose my true love 


6. 208. - 65 
Then my Lord call'd me: “ Harry,” said my Lord, 
don : cry, 
In gie you something :owerds thy loss: and, 
%, iny Lady, “ 50 will 1.” 


4 

: 

- 
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„h! lun, aid I, “ what if, after all, my chap- 
** lain won't come to?“ 

For that," „ nid, (an't please your Excclleactrs) 
Imust pstition you. 

»The prerii ses tenderly consider'd, I desie your 
* Exccil-ncics* protection, 70 

And that I may have a share in next Sunday's 
« collection; | 

Aud, over and above, that I may have your Ex- 
« cellencics* letter, 

«© With an order for the chaplain atoresaid, or, in- 
„ stcad of him, a better: 

And then your poor petitioner, both night and 


40 day, : 
© Or the chaplain, for tis his trade, as in duty 
bound, shall ever pray.” 75 


Ferses written in a 
LADY'S IVORY TABLE-BOOK. 
Written m the year 1706. 


Pervust my leaves thro' ev ry part, 

And think thou secst my owner's heart, 

Scrawl'd o'er with trifles thus, and quite 

As hard, as sens:less, and as light, 

Expos's to ev'ry coxcomb's eyes, 5 
But hid wich caution from tlie wise. 


Here you may read, Dear charming Saint, 
B-acath, A new receipt for paint; 
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ere in heau-spelling, Tru tcl deth, 

There in her own, Far an ell bicth; 

Here, Lonely Nymph, pronounce my doom, 
Ther, A vic way ww use pertume 

Here, a pige IF with billet-doux, 

On toll: Lad out for shoes; 
NIadtam, I aw without vour graces 

I em, 4 oY It a vad „t laces 

Vho that had wit would place it heres 

For cy I Peet, top i der, 


— 


In power of spittle and a clout, 
Wiwnc'er ho picuer to big! it out 
And itn, to heighten the Co praces 
(lap his own ronsc 156 12 the place ? 
W noc © cxpetts to hold his part 
In Sich 2 book and such a heart, 
he be woilihy and a sol, 

1. m all po.ots the hitice! tools 

O: whom it may be jus!ly said, 
11.'s a gold pencil upp'd Wich lead. 


V ANBRUGH'S HOUSE. 


Ld 
* 


Written in the year 1706. 


I: tos of ood when Tum was Young, 
nd poc:e, their own. verzes sul. , 

A ir could draw a stone or beam, 
Ion would overload a icam, 


5 


5 


Iren the rains NL. tha that wons burnt. 
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Lea! them a dance of many a mile, 
Then rear them to a goodlly pile: 
Lach number mail its diff rent pove'r; 
Heroic $:rans could build a tow'r ; 
Sonne en elewies to Chlor:s 
Miglit rise a house about iwo stories; 
A Iyric ou would late ; a catch 
Would te; n epigram would thatch. 
But to their own or landlord's cot, 
Now ports feel this art is los:: 
Not one vf gli our tunetul throng 
Can rac a lodging for 2 song; 
For Jo-cxconvader'd well the case, 
Orv d they grew a num'rdus race, 
And would they build as fast as write, 
"T would ruin undertakers quite: 
This evil therefore to prevent, 
Ile wiscly chang td their element; 
On urth the god of Wealth was made 
Sole patron ot the building -tracle, 
Leaving che wits the spacious air, 
With license to build castles there; 
And tis conceiv'd their old pretence 
o lodge in garrets comes from thence. 
Premising thus, in modern way, 
The better half we have to say: 
Sing, Muse! the House of Poet Van 
itn high strains than we began. 
Van (tor tis fit the reader know it) 
Is boch a herald and a poet; 
ini mes J. Q 
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4 


1 
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No wond-r then if nicely $kill'd 

In boch capacities to build. 

As herald, hc can in a day 

Repair « Hou gone to decay, 

Or by achievements, arms, device, 

Erect a new one in a trice; 

And is a poet, he has skill 

To build in speculation still. 

« (zreat jove!“ he cry'd, “ the art restore 

„% To bull by verse as heretofore, 

« And make my Muse the architect; 

„ What palaces shall we cred ! 

% No longer shall forsaken Thames 

„% Lament his old Whitchall in flames; 

«« A pile shall from its ashes rise 

« Fit to invade or prop the skies. 
Jove smil'd, and, like a gentle god, 

Consenting with the usual nod, 

Told Van he knew his talent best, 

And left the choice to his own breast : 

So Van resolv'd to write a farce ; 

But, well perceiving wit was scarce, 

With cunning that defect supplies, 

Takes a French play as lawful prize, 

Stcals thence his plot and ev'ry joke, 

Not once suspecting Jove would smoke, 

And (like a wag) sat down to write, 

Would whisper to himself, A bite; 

Then from the motley- mingled style 

Proceeded to erect his pilc. 


55 
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So men of old, to gain renown, did 65 
Build Babel with their tongues confounded. 
Jove saw the cheat, but thought it best 
To turn the matter to a jest; 
Down from Olympus” top he slides. 
Laughing as if h-'d burst his sides. 70 
« Ay, thought the god, “ are these your tricks ? 
« Why, then old plays deserve old bricks ; 
« And since you're sparing of your stuff, 
« Your bwiding shall be small enough.” 
He spake, and, grudging, lent his aid; 75 
n' experienc'd bricks, that Knew ther trade, 
(As being bricks at second hand) 
Now move, and now in order stand. 

The building, as the poct writ, 
Rosc in proportion to his wit: 80 
And first the prologue built a wall 
So wide as to encompass all: 
The scenc, a wood, produc'd no more 
Than a fe scrubby trees before : 
The plot as yet lay deep, and so 85 
A ccllar next was dug below ; 
But this a work so hard was found, 
Two acts it cost him under ground: 
Two other acts, we may presume, 
Were spent in building each « room. 90 
Thus far advanc'd, he made a shift 
To raise a roof with act the fifth : 
Ihe epilogue behind did frame 
A place not decent here to name, 

Qi 


bc jI:CLLEANECUS POEMS. 
NOW 0.75 trom ad quaters ran 95 


% A Ant eus 02 Brother Van; 


LOU 1 and lou, walk'd often round, 

Bui nos uca tiouwer vas to be found. / 

Gus deus the waterman hard by, ' 

Ve cio mtv the por's palace lic? 100 

er di 14 4 hames inqumes 
| I Joc lic. Seo: Uh guded $pucs ? : 
ten, h whey in the rubbish sz ; 

* 1 cu. % A Se-: : 
92 1% 11 * ine pcie in:, ; 108 

n gin silent wonder long, 5 
| 442 ares thus b. gan 

G4 ca thc jak and builder Van. | 
„ce hippy Pot ! who a st haul ' 

ions atout thee hike a snail; 11. | 

+ Or, i rn-<s> 4 tO a nag, at cas 

„% Lake mnies iz it hike 2 chaise ; 

© Or in { hon hence thou willy 
; & Cons milc it sere lu for a tilt. 
_ * Cipaciuics Hou: ! 'tis own'd by all 115 
„heuert well contriv d, tho thou at: small; 

For e ry wit in Britain's isle 

« Moy lodge wichin thy spacious pic, 

Lie Bacchus thou, as pots ſeigu, f 
0 „ Thy mother burnt, or born again, 120 ? 
| „ Born like a phoenix irom the dune, | 
N „ But neither bulk nor shape the sans: 

« As animals of largest size 
| * Corrupt % maggots, worms, and files, g 
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« A tvpc of modern wit and style, 125 
« the rubbish of an ancient pile; 
« $6 chymists boast they nave a pow'r 
« From the dead aches of a flow'r 
« Some faint res: mblance to produce, 
«© But not the viituc, taste, er juice. 132 
dome modern 1hymers wisely blast 
The poctry of ages past, 
„Which after they have overthrown, 
„ They from its ruins build their own.” 134 


TO THE EARL OF PETERBORO' , 


We commandee tte 


BRITISH FORCES IN SPAIN, 


Wrilten in the year 1706. 


MozvaxTo fills the trump of Fame, 
The Christian world his deeds proclaim, 
And prints are crowded with his name, 


In journics he outrides the post, 

Sits up till midnight with his host, 
Talks politics, and gives the toast. 
Knows er ry prince in Europe's face, 
Flies like a squib from place to place, 
And travels not, but runs a race. 


Quy 
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\v vou! hai 66 1121 1 bun Ne Tl $ 15 J. 
So V/CHdeii ud lis expedition, 2 
Mhen you have not the leaz! suspision, 

ö lie s with you like an appuritic::. 


% 


dhimss in all climates bike 2 $tor ; =; 
In «enmcs bold, and fierce in wat; 11 
A land-commauder and a tas. 


I SCLLLAN TOL TOF. 3 


7 ro actions Gy bred in, 


Nour to be maten in modern cad. %, 
ut by his munes ad Charles of Sede. 30 


MOTTO ON WHITSHED'S COACH” 
LIBLKTAS ET NATALE SOoL UNd 
Liberty and my natrve country ! 

Written in the year 1706. 


LIEERTAS et natal: lum! 

me words! I wonder where you $Stol- +2: ; 
Could nothing hut thy chief reproach 

Serve for a Motto on thy Coach ? 

But let me now the words translate: 6 
Natal, um, my estate; 

Aly ur estate! how well 1 love it? 

tl, chants, it Vu doubt, will prove it; 


* 


iny »wew 1 am »o kind and good, 
i 4s dein till 1 SQUECZL their blood. ic 


„la., bears a lar ge import: | 
Just haw 10 SWagour in a court: 
And da. " iO "ah w my fury 


* 


inst un uncomplyi: 8 zury: | 


> 


; Lud, Wnizuly, tis a new invention 
1% favour W vod, and keep my pension: 


15 


The: 7 12t:d Chict ustice 10 twice provecuted h;c 
Prapicr, and d3.olved the Grand Jury for nt finding the 
by, 25 gains: him. 
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And, fourthly, tis to play an odd trick, 
Get the great scal, and turn out Brod'rick : 
And, fifthlv, (you know whom I mean) 
To humble that vexatious Dean: 20 
And, sixthlv, for my soul to barter it, 
For fifty times its worth 10 Carteret. 

Now since your Motto thus you construe, 
must confess you've spoken once true. 
Libertas et natale alum 


You had good reason when you stole em. 26 


ON MRS. BIDDY FLOYD: 


OR, THE RECEIPT TO FORM A BEAUTY. 
Written in the year 1707. 


VW atn Cupid did his grandsire Jove entreat 

To form some Beauty by a new Receipt, 

Jove sent, and found, far in a country-scenc, 
Truth, innocence, good- nature, look serene; 

From which ingredients first the dex trous boy 5 
Pick'd the demure, the awkward, and the coy: 

The Graces from the court did next provide 
Brecding, and wit, and air, and decent pride ; 
Thesc Venus gleans from every spurious grain 

Of nice coquette, affected, pert and vain : 10 
Jove mix d up all, and his best clay cmploy'd 
Then call'd the happy composition Floyd. 12 


"HISCELLANEOUS POEMS, 


A OLLO OUTWTTTLED. 


185 


io the font, Mrs. Finch, afterwards Cou!: + 


of Iinchelsra, under her name of Ardil:c:. 
Wruten in the year 1707. 


nous, now Short'ning ev'ry shade, 
Up to the northern tropic came, 
And thence beheld a lovely maid 


Aiiending on a royal dame. 


Ihe ged laid down his feeble rays, 
den lighied from his glitt'ring coach, 
at ſe We“ 115 hcad with his own bays, 


etc h durst the nymph approach. 


Cuder those sacred leaves, secure 
Frum common lightning of the skic, 
e fondly thought he might endure 
The flashes of Ardelia's eyes, 


The nymph who oft had read in bouks 
Of that bright god whom bards invoke, 
Soon knew Apollo by his looks, 

And guss'd his bus' ness ere he spoke. 


Ie in the old celestial cant 
 ontess'd his flame, and swore by Styx 
Whatc'er she would desire to grant,— 
But wise Ardelia Knew lis tricks. 


190 MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 
Ovid had warn'd her to beware 

Of strolling gods, whose usual trade is, 
Under pretence of taking air, 

To pick up sublunary ladics, 


Howe'er, she gave no flat denial, 
As having malice in her heart, 
And was resolv'd, upon a trial, 
To cheat the god in his own art. 


© Hear my request, the virgin said; 
„Let which 1 picase of all the Nine 
« Attend whenc'cr I want their aid, 
« Obey my call, and only mine.” 


By vow oblig'd, by passion led, 
1 he god could not reiusc her prayer; 


He wav'd his wreath thrice o'er her head, 


Thrice mutter'd something to the air. 


And now he thought to seize his duc ; 
But she the charms alrcady try d: 
Thalia heard the call, and flew 

To wait at bright Ardelia's side. 


On sight of this celestial prude 
Apollo thought it vain to stay, 
Nor in her presence dwst be rude, 
But made his leg, and went away. 
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He hop'd to find some lucky hour 45 
When on the Queen the Muses wait; 

But Pallas owns Ardelia's pow'r, 

For vows divine are kept by Fate. 


Then, full of rage, Apollo spoke; 
% Deceitful Nymph ! 1 see thy art, $5 


« And tho' I can't my gift revoke, 
« I'll disappoint its nobler part. 


Let stubborn pride possess thee long, 

« And be thou negligent of fame; 

« With ev'ry Muse to grace thy song, 55 
« May'st thou despise a poet's name. 


«© Of modest poets be thou first; 

« To silent shades repeat thy verse, 

« Till Fame and Echo almost burst, 

«© Yet hardly dare one line rehearsc. 60 


« And last, my vengeance to complete, 

«« May you descend to take renown, 

„ Prevail'd on by the thing you hate, 

« A Whig, and one that wears a gown.'' 64 


"t1I5CELLANEOUS POEMS. 


BAUCIS AND PHILEMON. 


II ATED FROM OVID, BOOK Vil. 


iriticn about the year 1708. 


Ix .cocient times, as story tells, 
3 i sum would often leave their cells, 
And siti aut, tat: lie their quality, 
| To try god peopl;'s hupiiulye 
it happen'd on à vimer might, 
As Autors of the legend write, 
4 wo byather hermiis, suints by trade, 
Taking their tour in masquerade, 
Zisguls'd in hind habits, Weil 
To a small v.lizge Cown in Kent, 15 
\W here, in the swoller's canting strain, 
They begg'd from door to door in vain, | 
| Try'd ev'ry tone might pity win, 
But not a $vul would let them in. 
Our wand'ring saints in woetul state, 15 
Treated at this ungouly rate, 
Having thro' all che village past, 
To a small cottage came at last, 
here dwelt a good old honest ye man, 
| Call'd in the nighbourhood Philenivi, 
| \Vho kindly did these saints ins ite : 
in his poor hut to pass the night; 
And then the hospitable sie 
Bid Goody Baucis mend the fire, 


Wo 


a» * — — 
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While he from out the chimney took 

A fluch of bacon off the hook, 

And freely from the fattest side 

Cut out large slices to be fry'd 

Then stepp d aside to fetch em drink, 

Fill'd a large jug up to the brink, 

And saw it fairly twice go round; 

Yet (what is wonderful !) they found 

*T 'was still replenish' d to the top, 

As if they had not touch d a drop. 

The good old couple were amaz'd, 

And often on cach other gaz'd, 

For both were frighten'd to the heart, 

And just began to cry— What art! 

Then softly turn'd aside to view 

Whether the lights were burning blue. 
The gentle pilgrims, soon aware on't, 


Told them their calling and their errant. 
« Good folks ! you need not be afraid, 
« We are but saints, the hermits said: 
«© No hurt shall come to you or yours; 


„But for that pack of churlish boors, 
«© Not fit to live on Christian ground, 


«© They and their houses shall be drown'd, 

„ Whilst you shall see your cottage rise, 

« And grow a church before your eyes. 
They scarce had spoke, when fair and soft 


The roof began to mount aloft; 
Aloft rose ev'ry beam and rafter, 
The heavy wall clim'b slowly atter. 


Polume I. R 


193 


30 


35 


+5 


58 


194 MISCELLANEOUS POE Ats. 
The chimmey widen'd and grew high'r, 55 
Becanac a $Siceple with a spüre. 
The Keule to the top was hoist, 
And their stood fasten'd to a joist, 
But with the upsipe down, to show 
Its inclination for below: Ge) 
In vain, fur a supcrior force 
Apply'd at bottom stops its course; 
Doom'd ever in suspensc to dwell, 
"Tis now no kettle, but a bell. 
A wooden jack, which had almost 6 < 
Lost by a:suse the art to roast, 
A sudden alteration ſcels, 
Increas'd by new inicstine wheels, 
And, + hat cxalts the wonder more, 
The nmiaber made the motion slower. 70 
The fller, tho it had leaden ect, 
Turn'd round so quick you scurce could sec't; 
But, slacken'd by some secret pow 'r, 
Now hardly moves an inch an hour. 
Phe jack and chimney, near ally d, 75 
Had nerve left each ocher's side: 
The chimney to a sterbe grown, 
Phe jack would rot be left Alone, 
But, up agains: the stecple rear'd, 
Became a clock, and still adher d; 80 
And still ns love to tr :shold-cares, 
By a sluill vet c, at noon declares, 
Warning the couk-maid not to burn 
hat roast-intet vhich it cannot turn 


MISCELLAYFOUS Ppo EM. 


Ihe groaning chair began to crawl, 
Like a huge snail, along the wall, 
There stuck alott in public view, 


And, with small change, à pulpit grev-, 


The porring+ts, that in a row 


Hung kigh, 31d nol oa vhitt ring show, 


To a less hie whence chang d, 


Were now out Lothera buckets rang'd. 


The bill: is p stel on the wall, 


Ot Joan (| France and Enyuih Moll, 


Fair Ros:mond and Kobin Hol, 
The Linti Children in the Wood, 
Now cem d to look abundant better, 
Improv'd in picture, sie, and letter, 
And, high in order plac'd, describe 
The heraldry of every tribe, 

A bedstcad of the antique mode, 
Compact of timber many a load, 
Such as our ancestors did usc, 

Was metamorphos'd into pews, 
Which still their ancient nature keep, 
By lodging folks dispos'd to slecp. 

The cottage, by such feats as thosc 
Grown to a church by just degrees, 
The hermits then desir'd their host 
To ask for what he fancy'd most. 


Philemon, having-paus'd a while, 


Return'd them, thanks in homely style; 
Then said, My house is grown so finc, 


Methiaks I $still would call it mine; 
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« I'm old, and fain would live at case; 
% Make mc the Parson it you pleasc. 

He spoke; und presently he feels 
His grazier's coat fall down his heels ; 
He sces, ye hardly can believe, 
About cach arm a pudding-slecve ; 
His waistcoat to a cassoc grew, 
And both assum'd a sable hue, 
But, being old, continued just 
As threadbare and as full of dust. 
His talk was now of tythes and dues ; 
He smok d his pipe and read the news, 
Knew how to preach old sermons next, 
Vamp'd in the preface and the text ; 
At christ'nings well could act his part, 
And had the service all by heart; 
Wish'd Women might have children fast, 
And thought whose sow had farrow'd last ; 
Against Dissenters would repine, 
And stood up firm for right divine; 
Found his head fill'd with many a system; 
But classic authors, —he ne'er miss d em. 

Thus having furbish'd up a 
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135 


Dame Baucis next they play d their farce on. 


Instead of home-spun coifs were seen 


Good pinners edg'd with Colberteen; 


Her peiticoat, transform d apace, 

Became black sattin flounc'd with lace. 
Plain Goody would no longer down ; 
"Twas Madam in her grogram gown. 


140 
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Pluicmon was in great $urpriscy 
And hardly could belicve his eycs, 
Ama d to ce her look $2 prim, 
And she adinir'd as much at him. 

Thus happy in their change of lu, 

Were scv'ral years this man and wite, 
When on a day, which prov'd their last, 
Discoursing o'er old storics past, 
They went by chance, amidst their talk, 
To the church-yard to take a walk, 
When Baucis hastily cry'd out, 


© My Dau, I $s your forchen sprout!“ 
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«© Sprout! quotꝶ the man; © what's this you tall us? 


« 1] hope vou don't believe me jvalous ; 

« But yet, methinks, I tecl it true; 

++ And really your's is budding too 

„ Nay,—now I cannot stir my foot; 

lt tecls as it twere taking root. 
Description would but tire my Muse; 

In short, they were both turn'd to yews. 
Old Goodman Dobson ot the Green 

Remembers he the trees has een; 

Le'll talk of them from noon till night, 

And goes with folks to shew the sight: 

On Sundays, after ev'ning pray'r, 

He gathers all the parish there; 

Points out the place of either yew, 

Here Baucis, there Philemon, grew ; 

ill once a parson of our town, 

To mend his Barn, cut Baucis down, 

R in 
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At which tis hard to be believ'd 
How much the ocher tree was griev'd, 


Grew scrubby, dy d a-top, was stunted, 
So the next parson stubb d and burnt it. 


THE 
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178 


HISTORY OF VANBRUGH'S HOUSE. 


Written in the year 1708. 
Wurx Mother Clud had rose from play, 
And call'd to take the cards away, 
Van saw, but secm'd not to regard, 
How Miss pick d ev'ry painted card, 
And, busy both with hand and eye, 
Soon rear'd a House two stories high. 
Van's genius, without thought or lecture, 
Is hugely turn'd to architecture; 
He view'd the edifice, and smil'd, 
Vow'd it was pretty for a child: 
It was so perfect in its kind, 
He kept the model in his mind. 

But when he found the boys at play, 
And saw them dabbling in their clay, 
He stood behind a stall to lurk, 

And mark the progress of their work ; 
With true delight obsery'd them all 
Raking up mud to build a wall : 

The plan he much admir'd, and took 
The model in his table-book ; 
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Thought himself now exactly skill'd, 

And so resoly'd a House to build, 

A real House, with rooms and stairs, 

Five times at least as big as theirs; 

Taller than Miss's by two yards; 

Not a sham thing of clay or cards: 

And so he did; for in a while 

He built up such a monstrous pile, 

That no two chairmen could be found 

Able to lift it from the ground. 

Still at Whitchall it stands in view, 

Just in the place where first it grew; 

There all che little schoolboys run, 

Envying to sce themselves outdone. 
From such deep rudiments as these 

Van is become, by due degrees, 

For building fam'd, and justly reckon'd 

At court Vitruvius the Second : 

No wonder, since wise authors show 

The best foundations must be low : 

And now the Duke has wisely ta en him 

To be his architect at Blenheim. 

But, raillery for once a part, 

If this rule holds in ev'ry art, 

Or if his Grace were no more skill'd in 

The art of hatt'ring walls then building, 

We might expect to sce next year 

A mouse-trap-man chief engincer. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE MORNING . 
Uritten about the year 1712. 


Now hardly here and there an hackney-coach 
Appearing, »hew'd the ruddy Morn's approach: 
Now Betty from her master's bed had flown, 

And <ofily Stole to discompose her own : 

The: slip: nod * prentice from his masters door 5 
Had pr d the dirt, and sprinkled round the floor: 
Now Noll tia wort d her mop with dext'rous as, 
Prepa: 410 <crub the entry and the stairs: 

The youth with broomy stumps began to trace 
Theo kennel's dge, where wheels had worn the place 
Thc mull-coal man was head with cadence derp, 117 
Fill drown'd in shriller notes of chimncy-swerp: 
Duns at his Lordship's gate began to meet, 

And brick -dust Moll had scream dthro halt the strer: : 
The turnkey now his flock returning sees, 15 
Duly let out a- nights to steal tor fees: 

Thi watch:tul bailiffs take their silent stands, 

And schoolboys lag with satchels in their hands. 18 


THE VIKTUES OF 
SID HAME?7 THE MACGICIAN'S ROD. 


Wriilcn in the year 1712. 


* . 75 
Tut Rod was but a harmless wand 3 
ile Moses elt it in 1 hand, e e 
But C 7 þ M44. C cr - laid: p . ', * , 
. . . * 
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MisckLLANEOUSsrokus. 

Our great Magician, Hamet Sid, 
Reverses what the prophet did; 

His Rod was honest English wood, 

That senscless in a corner stood, 

Till, metamorphos d by his grasp, 

It grew an all-devouring asp; 

Would hiss, and sting, and roll, and twist, 
By the mere virtue of his fist; 

But when he laid it down, as quick 
Resum'd the figure of a stick. 

So to her midnight-feast the hag 
Rides on a broomstick for a nag, 
That, rais'd by magick of her breech, 
O'er sca and land conveys the witch, 
But wich the morning-dawn resumes 
The peaceful state of common brooms. 

They tell us something strange and odd 
About a certain magick rod, 

That, bending down its top, divines 
Whene'er the soil has golden mines; 
Where there are none it stands erect, 
Scorning to shew the least respect : 
As ready was the wand of Sid 

To bend where golden mines were hid ; 
In Scottigh hills found precious ore, 
Where none e er look d for it before; 
And by a gentle bow divin'd 

How well a cully's purse was lin'd; 
To a forlorn and broken rake, 
Stook without motion, like a stake. 
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The rod of Hermes was renown'd 
For chums above and under ground 

To sleep could mortal eyelids fix, 
And drive departed souls to styx: 
That rod was just as type of Sid's, 
+ Which o'cr a British senate's lids 
Could scatter opium full as well, 
And drive as many souls to hell. 

Sid's Rod was slender, white and tall, 
Which oft” he us'd to fish withal ; 
A plaice was fasten'd to the hook, 
And many score of gudgeons took; 
Yet still so happy was his fate, 

He caught his fish and sav'd his bait. 
Sid's brethern of the conj ring tribe 
A circle with their rods describe, 
Which proves a magical redoubt 
To keep mischievous spirits out. 
Sid's Rod was of a larger stride, 
And made a circle thrice as wide, 
Where spirits throng'd with hideous din, 

And he stood there to take them in; 

But when th inchanted Rod was broke, 

They vanish'd in a stinking smoke. 
Achilles' sceptre was of wood, 

Like Sid's, but nothing near so good, 

That down from ancestors divine 

T ransmittcd to the heroe's line, 

Thence thro” a long descent of kings, 

Came an heir-loom, as Homer sings 
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1 ho this description looks 50 big, 65 
That sceptre was a sapless twiz, 
Which trom the fatal day, when ns: 
It left the forest where twas nurst, 
As Homer tells us o'er and © cor, 
Nor leat, noi fruit, nor blossom, l. und. 
Sid's scepirc, full of juice, did shoot 
In golden boughs and golden truit; 
And he the dragon, never slecping, 
Guarded cach far Hesperian, pippin. 
No hobby horse wita gorgegus tops, 75 
The dearest in Charles Mathers shop, 
Or glitt ring uns: of May-tair, 
Could with tlas Rod of Sid compare. 
Dear Sid | then, why wert thou so mad 
To break thy Rod like naughty lad? 82 
You should have Kiss dit in your distres->, 
And then return it to your mistress, 
Or made it a Ncw- market switch, 
And not a Rod for thy own breech : 
But since old Sid has broken this, 
His next may be a Rod in piss. 3 


ATLAS: 
OR, THE MINISTER OF STATE. 


TO THE LORD TREASURER OXFORD. 
Written in the year 1712. 


4 g . 
as, we real in ancient song, 
Was $0 execeding tall and strong, 
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He bore the skies upon his back, 

Just as a pedlar does his pack; 

But as a pedlar over-prest, 

Unlonds upon a stall to rest, 

Or, when he can no longer stand, 

Desires a friend to lend a hand; 

So Atlas, lest the pond”rous spheres 

Should sink and fall about his ears, 

Got Hercules to bear the pile, 

That he might sit and rest a while. 
Yet Hercules was not so strong, 

Nor could have born it half so long. 
Great statesmen are in this condition, 

And Atlas is a politician, 

A premier minister of state, 

Alcides one of second rate. 

Suppose, then, Atlas ne er so wise, 

Vet when the weight of kingdoms lies 

Too long upon his single shoulders, 

Sink down he must, or find upholders. 


CORINNA. 


Written in the year 1712. 


Tuis day (the year I dare not tell) 
Appollo play'd the midwifc's part; 
Into the world Corinna fell, 

And he endow'd her with his art : 
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Butt Cupid with a Satyr comes, 

Both softly to the cralle creep; 

Both stroke her hands and rub her gums, 
While the poor child lay fast asleep. 


Then Cupid thus: “ This litle maid 
„Ot love shall always speak and write: 


« And I pronounce, the Satyr said, 


« The world shall tecl her scratch and bite.” 


Her talent she display'd betimes ; 

For in twice twelve revolving moons 

She scem'd to laugh and squall in rhyracs, 
And all her gestures were lampoons. 


At six years old the subtle jade 

Stole to the pantry-door, and found 
The butler with my lady's maid, 

And you may swear the tale went round. 


She made a song, how little NIiss 
Was kiss'd and slobber'd by a lad, 
And how when Mastcr went to p—, 
Miss came, and peep'd at all hie had. 


At twelve a wit and a coquettc, 
Marries for love halt whore, half wite; 
Cuckolds, elopes, and runs in debt; 
Turns auth'ress, and is Curli's tor lite. 
Folume I. 8 
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Her common-place book all gallant 1s, 
Of scandal now a cornucopia, 39 
She pours it oui in Atalantis, 

Or Memoirs of the new Utopia. 


1 
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THE FABLE OF MIDAS. 


Written in the year 1712. 


Mipas, we arc in story told, 
1wn'dev'ry thing he touch d to gold: 
He chipp'd his beard ; the pieces round 
Glmter'd like spangles on the ground. 
A cudling, ere it went his lip in, 5 
Would suaight become a golden pippin. 

He cal d for drink ; you saw him sup 

Potable gold in golden cup. 

His empiy paunch that he might fill, 

He suck d his victuals thro” à quill; 19 
Urtouch'd !t pass d berween his grinders, 

Ort had been happy for gold-finders. 

H- cuck'd his hat, you would have said 

Mamu mos helm adorred his head. 
Whene'cr he chanc'd his hands to lay T5 
On magazines of corn or hay, 
Gold ready coin'd appcar'd, instead 
Of paltry provender and bread: 
Hence ly wise farmers we arc told, 
Old hav, is equal to old gold; 
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MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 
And hence a critick deep maintains, 
We learn' d to weigh our gold by grains. 
This fool had got a lucky hit, 
And people frncy'd he had wit. 
Two gods their skill in musick try d, 
And both chose Midas to decide; 
He against Pherbus' harp decrecd, 
And gave n tor Pan's onten reed; 
The god of Wit, to bew his grudy:, 
Clapt asses* cars upon the judge; 
A goodly pair, erect and vide, 
Which he could neither gild nor hide. 
And now the virtue of his hands 
Was lost among Pag alus' sands, 
Aganst whoxe torrent while he swims. 
The golden scut pulls off his limbs: 
Fame spreads the news, and people travel 
From far to gather golden gravel : 
Midas, expos d to all their jeers, 
Had lost his art, and kept his cars. 
This tale inclines the gentle reader 
To think upon a certain leader, 
To whom from Midas down descends 
That virtue in the fingers ends. 
What else by perquisites are meant, 
By pensions, bribes, and three per cent. 
By places and commissions sold, 
And turning dung itself to gold? 
By starving in the midst of store, 
As t' other Midas did before 
Si 
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208 MISCELLANEOUS POEMS, 
None c'er did modern Midas chuse 
Subject cr patron of his Muse, 
But tfeund him thus their merit scan, 
That Phabus must give place to Pan: 
He values not the port's pratse, 83 
Nor will exchange his plums * tor bays; 
T'o Pan alone rich misers call; 
And there's the jest, for Pan is All. 
flere Unglish wits will be to scek; 
Howec'cr, tis all onc in the Greek, 69 
Besides, it plainly now appears 
Our Midas too hath asses cars, 
Where every fool his mouth applics, 
And whispers in a thousand lics: 
Such gross delusions could not pass 65 
Thro any cars but of an ass. 
But gold defiles with frequent touch; 
There's nothing fouls the hand so much; 
1 An! scholars give it for the cause 
Of B:itisch Midas dirty paws, 70 
. Which while the senate strove to scour, 
They wash'd away the chymick power. 
While he his utmost strength apply d, 
To swim against this pop lar tide, 
The golden spoils flew off apacc; 75 
Here fell a pension, there a place: 
The torrent merciless imbibes 
Commissions, perquisites, and bribes ; 
, By their own weight sunk to the bottom, 
Much good may't do em that have caught em; 80 
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And Midas now neglected stands 
With asses cars and dirty hands. 82 


DEAN SWIFT'S ANSW ER 
TO VERSES BY DR, SHERIDAN, 


SIR, 


I reading your letter alone in my hackney, 

Your damnable riddle my poor brains did rack nigliz 
And when with much labour the matter I crack:, 
found you mistaken in matter of fact, 

A woman's no sicve, (for with that yon begin) 5 
Because she lets out more than ere she takes in; 
And that she's a riddle can never be right, 

For a riddle is dark, but a woman is light : 

But grant her a sieve, I can say something archer, 
Pray what is a man? he's a fine linen scarcher. 10 
Now tell me a thing that wants interpretation, 
What name for a maid was the first man's damnation ? 
If your Worship will please to explain me this rcbus, 
Iswear from henceforward you shall be my Phu bus. 14 


From my hackney-coach, Sept. 11. 


1712, fast 12 at noon. 


— 
CO — —— 


| 


CONTENTS. Page 


Lirt of the Author, with some particnlars in 
Dr. Swif:'s character from Lord Orrery's 


Remarks, Mr. Swift's Essay, and from 


Mrs. Pilkington's Memoirs, 3. 130 
A Criticism oa Dr. Swift's Poems, 131 
Dr. Parnell to Dr. Swift, 149 

MISCELLANEOUS POEMS, FROM 689101713. 
Ode to Sir William Temple, 153 
Address to the Athenian Socicty, 161 
Ode to Ditto, 163 
Mrs. Harri-*s Petition, 174 
Verses written on a Lady's Ivory Table-book, 179 
Vanbrugh's House, | 180 
To the Earl of Peterboro, FF „ 
Motto on Whitshed's Coach, 187 
On Mrs. Biddy Floyd, E 
Apollo outwitted, 1 5 189 
Baucis and Philemon, 8 192 
The History of Vanbrugh's House, 192 
A description of the Morning, 200 
Sid Hamet the Magician's Rod, tb. 
Atlas: or, The Minister of State, 203 
Corinna, 204 
The Fable of Midas, 206 


Dean Swift's answer to verses by Dr. Sheridan, 209 


-ND OF VOLUME FIRST, 


